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HE WHO CONTROLS THE FOREST
CONTROLS THE UNIVERSE.

Secure the tree care equipment you need
for this summer. AP can provide competitive
financing packages for tree care inventory.
Contact us today to get started, we work
with dealers across the US!

treecare@apfinancing.com
888-257-1727 - www.apfinancing.com

A society grows
great when old men
plant trees whose
shade they know
they shall never sit
in.”

—Greek Proverb
|

Greetings to all ISA Texas Members,

Here where I live in San Antonio,
we have already set record high
temperatures including the earliest
back-to-back 100-degree days of the
year. As if the heat is not enough,
the drought conditions are making
our soils drier and our trees more
and more challenged.

It is the challenges that we as
arborists are asked to meet that
drive the Board of ISA Texas to
continue to improve the services
offered to our members. This May,
a committee met to review and
update the ISA Texas Strategic
Plan with the objective to keep
our organization focused on the
vision that Texas Communities
are best served when our trees
are cared for and managed by
qualified professionals using best
practices. We are also committed
to the mission of empowering our
members to provide professional
arboricultural and urban forestry
services through education,
research, and networking, creating
greater public awareness of the
value and care of trees.

A review of the ISA Texas on-
going and innovation objectives
found that our members have
greatly benefited from a focused-
forward thinking and inclusive
initial Strategic Plan. The highlights
of goals achieved include the
number of online training and

learning opportunities, as well
as increasing the number of overall
training dates and locations.

Going forward, ISA Texas
will continue to focus on ways to
identify and reach out to all

individuals and groups within
our membership and potential
members to develop training and
educational events and promote
career development for all tree-
related professions. The committee

will be reviewing the draft of the
new Strategic Plan to present to our
members at the annual meeting
during the Tree Conference in
September.

By the time you are reading
this edition of “In the Shade,” we
will have new Texas Tree Climbing
Champions. The 2022 Tree
Climbing Championship will be at
Cypress Bend Park in beautiful New
Braunfels. To keep up with all the
events and training opportunities,
be sure you are checking the ISA
Texas website regularly. Other
upcoming trainings include: Oak
Wilt Qualification renewal, June
1st (virtual), Certified Arborist,
Municipal Specialist, and Utility
Exams, June 8th in Dallas, Texas
Oak Wilt Qualification June 9th
in Fredericksburg, and TRAQ. If
you need CEUs, be sure to check
isatexas.com for an amazing list
of options from past webinars to
sessions from the 2021 Texas Tree
Conference.

The big event of the year, the
2022 Texas Tree Conference, “The
Changing Seasons of Arboriculture
and Urban Forestry,” is September
27-29th in Waco. Take notice that
the conference is on a Tuesday -
Thursday this year!!!

I want to say Good-bye and
Good Luck to Misti Perez who
has been “the go-to” person for
every ISA Texas member for CEU
and Certification support. Misti
has provided so many services for
members from outreach to new
members, putting out surveys,
setting up Arbor Chats and more.
Her always positive and “can do”
spirit will be missed. There have
been interviews to fill the ISA Texas
Member Services position.

Adios!

Mark C Bird


http://www.apfinancing.com

Editor’'s Note

Greetings, fellow Tree People!

Hello Summer! After what seems like
a short Spring, we are once again thrown
into the hotter weather--with soaring
temperatures and constant lawn chores.
But, as the days grow longer, we can
look forward to lounging by the pool,
hanging out on the beach, floating the
river, watermelon, hot dogs, snow cones,
and fireworks!

Check out highlights from the 2022
Women’s Tree Climbing Workshop in
Wimberley on page 16 and learn about
Laurel Wilt on page 18. Also, take a peek
at the “2022 Events Update” on page 6
and mark your calendars for the exciting
events and classes this year.

Be sure to “leaf” through the rest
of this issue for Upcoming Events and
other goodies. Thank you to everyone
who contributed to this issue and to
those out there reading it.

Happy Summer!

Sincerely,

Heather McKnight

Love Trees?
Tell the world

Revenue from the license plate
funds urban forestry projects in
Texas communities

www.txufc.org
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* Helpful Inudstry Knowledge
* Responsive Service
* High Quality Gear
SINCE 1950

Your Home For All Things Arborist
You Can Bet Your Life On It

You can depend on us for the right tool for every job...
* Climbing Gear * Riging Gear * Tools

» Custom Splices * PPE * Plant Health Supplies
* Cabling & Bracing * Lightening Protection

Everything you need to safely take on the most demanding jobs.
arborist.com
800-441-8381

Serving arborists since 1950 ¢ Arborist owned & operated
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Vitex (Vitex agnus-castus) blooms popping in the Summer heat.
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SAFE EQUIPMENT USE

and cause a wildfire.

Have a spotter nearby with a water source or fire
extinguisher to immediately put out any ignitions.
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The ISA Texas
Board met in
San Antonio

to update the

Strategic Plan.


http://www.tfsweb.tamu.edu

New Members

Hector Alvarenga .........c.c...... Baton Rouge LA
Joel Lewis Andrews .............. Austin TX
Daniel Arias .....ccocoeeeveremrerennee Cypress TX
Harold Arnold .........ccecuee.e. Frankston TX
Brandon Blaine ..................... Elgin TX
Isaac Camacho ......ccocoeuneuenee Wylie TX
P ROTE CTI N G Jose Cortes Jr ...ovvveveereevennens San Antonio TX

Robert Crow ........ccceuecueunce. San Antonio TX

TH E R E P UTATI 0 N Rodolfo Delbosque ............... Rockwall TX

Nathan Florczykowski ......... Georgetown TX

0 F TH E UTI L I TI ES Ananda Fowler ...........c........ Groveland FL
Bradley Graham McKinney TX

WE S E RVE Fo R Micah Ivie oo, Amarillo TX
Charles Johnson San Antonio TX

Brad Lewis ....coeevevevevennnee. Azle TX
Micah Mabe ........cccevvenneeee. Princeton TX
William Marcum .................. Houston TX
) Melissa Mills .........ccccovvueuuneee. Haltom City TX

|T S PA RT 0 F 0 U R J 0 B Patrick Minor .......ccooeeveveneee. Galveston TX
James Nealy .......ccccccvucinnnce. Copperas Cove TX
Martin Javier Ortega ............ Garland TX
Josue Palacios San ................. Bernardino CA
Warren Primeau ................... Frisco TX

Ignacio Ramirez-Moreno ....Fort Worth TX

John Carl Richardson ........... Bellville TX
Miguel Angel Salmeron ....... Houston TX
© seethevideos : Alicia Sanchez .........cooccenn. Houston TX
E E w Ne‘lsan m Gabriel Alejandro Torres .....Live Oak TX
T - s Travis Turnbull .........ccceeeee. League City TX
. Robert Warren .........ccccecuuc.. Killeen TX

Vegetation Management Specialists
800-522-4311 | www.nelsontree.com

Certification Exams

6/8/2022 Dallas, TX check in 7:30 am

9/29/2022 Waco, TX check in at 11:30 am
11/18/2022 Ft. Worth, TX check in at 8:00 am
Certified Tree Worker Climber Specialist Exam
6/29/2022, Dallas, TX check in at 8:00 am

More info at ISATexas.com
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http://www.arborsystems.com
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TREE CARE ACADEMY
CAREER PATHWAY

€

TCIA.

Easy to access!
Faster test results!

Real-time resources!

All on one platform.

2 WAYS TO USE OUR
ONLINE COURSES:

] Company Admin: assigns
online courses to employees for
independent study. The
employee will use the extended
learning activities to guide best
practices while on-the-job.

2 Companies hire a TCIA
Qualified Trainer to instruct
directly from the online course
to create a blended learning
workshop for employees.

Prepare your crew with essential safety skills
and best practices. Blend online learning with
on-the-job skills demonstrations.

Upon successful completion of these courses,
enrollees will receive a certificate demonstrat-
ing the ability to learn and retain valuable
industry knowledge.

Our first seven online courses (English only):

Aerial Lift Operations 1: Fundamentals

Aerial Lift Operations 2: Aerial Lift Rescue
Electrical Hazards Awareness Program (EHAP)
Ground Operations 1: Fundamentals

Ground Operations 2: Chipper Specialist
Ground Operations 3: Chain Saw Specialist

Ground Operations 4: Tree Rigging and
Removal

TREE CARE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

>
Tree Care

Electrical Hazards Awareness Program

Pricing varies.

Scan here to go directly to our online learning center.

TREE CARE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION | TCIA.ORG/OnlinelLearning

Mailbag

) © 0 0 0000000000000 0000

Laurel Wilt Word Scramble

Read the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Article on page 18 for clues.

Scrambled Words:

BOEAB EREMSAITL
ECRELAUAA

UEIAEO RCF LLRF ALAAA
RTU LCVRNAASOENAT]NCIII
GENFDCUII

S AIG TRKAI LNTERNEN
ZLNOOCAOINIT
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Texas Tree Critters

Barklice: Archipsocus nomas

(web-forming) and Cerastipsocus

venosus (not web-forming)

« Tiny, soft-bodied insects that are
about 1/8 inch in length

o When disturbed, they move
together as a large group

o Archipsocus form webs over tree
trunks and limbs

o Beneficial: Function as “cleaning
crew” for trees—work to
decompose fungi, debris, dead
bark, etc. on tree trunks.

13
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Safety Note

Every tree, job and job site are unique. However, there are basic
principles that apply to every situation.

Today, we are going to take a look at one of those--emergency
procedures. It's Wednesday evening, and 'm wrapping up my day
when I get a call no one wants to receive. I have a worker that is hurt,
and an ambulance is on the way.

ANSI 7133 3.2.1 states, “All personnel engaged in arboricultural
operations shall be instructed in the correct procedures for emergency
response, including 911 calls and other applicable emergency phone
numbers”. We are fortunate in that our team practices emergency
response regularly. That Wednesday, the training paid off.

The best way to prepare to respond to an emergency is before it
happens. Most people can't think clearly or logically in a crisis, so
practice is key. Keep it simple and keep it frequent. With repetition
comes proficiency and then mastery of a skill or task. Do you have to
think about how to tie your shoelaces?

HUIK-JET AIR® AND TREE-AGE® R10

Let’s look at some simple questions you can ask yourself and your team in practice sessions:
B What number do we call? As silly of a question as this may seem, do not make an assumption.

B Who is calling and where is the phone located? Everyone needs to be trained on
emergency response. Do you have enough battery? What do you do if you have
poor signal?

B  What does the 911 dispatcher need to know?
—Nature of injury and where is the worker. This information helps the

dispatcher route

appropriate equipment and first responders to the site as quickly as possible.
—Location. ALL workers need to know where the job site is. Address, specific
i _ area of the property/building they are working in. If you are in a rural setting,
Save time and labor and protect trees from pests year round. The QUIK-jet AIR how will you link up with first responders?

injects a precise amount of formula into the trees with the push of a button. With —Call back number- In case the call is disconnected/dropped. ‘
combined air power and TREE-age R10’s more concentrated formula, they fight pests —Number of people affected and their condition- Again, getting the right

: . ) . . equipment and people to the site to render aid.

including leaf chewing caterpillars, bark beetles, and emerald ash borers 3to 10 times

faster. You'll inject less solution faster, for even more efficient work. Why not make B What are the intersecting streets if the injury occurs while driving?

protecting your trees even easier? 7133 3.2.5 states, “Employees who may be faced with a rescue
decision shall receive training in emergency response and

rescue procedures appropriate and applicable to the work

to be performed, as well as training to recognize the

BETTER WORKS TOGETHER™ hazards inherent in rescue efforts”

For many jobs this information is communicated

- i during a job briefing. Keep it simple, and practice
Visit us at arborjet.com and See How Better Works Together. ARBORJET ECOI*’ gel frequfntljy. Your Coiorkerl?s life Of even YOI:H life may
PARTNERS IN PLANT CARE depend on the practice.

©2022_Arborjet, Inc. TREE-4ge® R10 Insecticide is a Restricted Use Pesticide and must only be sold to and used by a state certified applicator or by persons under their direct

nnnnnnnnnnnnn TRFF-3na® ic a renictarad trademark nf Arhariet Ine
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“We’re Back!!” 2022 Women’s
Tree Climbing Workshop
Sarah Campbell and Judith Menzl

022 is the year of “We’re back!” For real this time. As a

reward for patiently following Covid-19 safety guidelines
for two years, Texas finally got to host the Women’s Tree
Climbing Workshop™ again, an annual event interrupted
twice by the pandemic.

In 2009, Bear LeVangie and Melissa Levangie-Ingersoll
founded the Women’s Tree Climbing Workshop™ (WTCW)
“to create a safe, encouraging, and empowering learning
environment for women to climb trees, with an emphasis
on arboriculture” With this goal in mind, Bear and Melissa
along with lead instructor Rebecca Seibel travel to several
states every year to hold a 2.5 day retreat of learning “for
women, taught by women.”

The workshop offers a rare opportunity to learn
foundational climbing skills. In one weekend, attendees
learn the basics of open and closed climbing systems, the
difference between moving and stationary rope systems,
and the gear and knot requirements for each. To many,
particularly those unfamiliar with tree climbing, the
curriculum felt overwhelming when they first arrived. Our
readers may even share this sentiment. MRS and SRS in
one weekend? Yes, it is uncommon to learn both methods
simultaneously, but WTCW demonstrates that it is possible!
By the end of the weekend, participants not only understand
the mechanics of both systems, but also climb confidently on
each.

The first workshop of this year took place at the Texas
State University Camp in Wimberley for 22 participants,

who traveled from as far as California and Florida to attend.
Though some attendees had climbed trees before, the
majority had no prior experience at all. This varying level
of expertise was no problem for Bear, Melissa and Rebecca,
who miraculously were everywhere all at once, so that,

by the last day, every participant felt they received one-
on-one instruction sessions. As a result, climbers left the
workshop with a strong foundation in tree-climbing and the
confidence to apply their new skills.

How do the instructors achieve this level of
competence? Their approach goes far beyond teaching
the building blocks of climbing safety, proper vocabulary
and knot-tying: they remind women they belong in the
field of arboriculture. This message alone is exceptionally
encouraging for those of us who have to fight twice as
hard for the same opportunities. Several participants
individually recounted a past experience of their first
attempt at tree climbing, where the instruction was cut short
when they could not master the skill on their first try. This
unfortunately common experience among women proves
the need for the Women’s Tree Climbing Workshop. Here,
the instructing team gives women the time and space to
learn at their own pace. They are knowledgeable, patient,
and attentive to each climber and create a safe learning
environment and supportive culture.

With their dedication and skill, Bear, Melissa and
Rebecca are actively changing the field for women in
arboriculture in front of our eyes. They empower women in
the industry by building a supportive and knowledgeable
community centered around generosity, compassion
and mutual support. With every Women’s Tree Climbing
Workshop, this community grows.

Photo by Cinthia Pedraza

Above: Instructor Melissa Levangie discussing foot
ascender options with Cinthia Pedraza and Karlee
Taylor.

Photo by Sarah Campbell

Above: Maria Lopez and Sam Heim.
Photo by Sarah Campbell

Above: Photo by Cinthia Pedraza

Opposite Page: 2022 Texas WTCW participants,
volunteers, and trainers.

Right: Kelly West headed back to land.
Photo by Cinthia Pedraza
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LAUREL WILT IN TEXAS: IMPACT, BIOLOGY, AND CONTROL

Dr. David Appel’

|. INTRODUCTION AND CAUSE OF LAUREL WILT

The fungus causing the tree disease laurel wilt, Raffaelea
lauricola, was originally discovered in the United States
(U.S.)in 2004 in Georgia. The fungus subsequently spread
across the Gulf Coast States to be found in Texas in 2013.
The disease occurs in 14 East Texas counties. Laurel wilt

is a significant disease of both forest and shade trees in
residential neighborhoods and urban landscapes. Most
recently, the disease has been found killing dozens of
valuable shade trees in north Harris County, and many
more will likely die due to the explosive nature of pathogen
spread.

|I. HOSTS AND AFFECTED TREES

In Texas, laurel wilt has been found killing redbay (Persea
borbonia) and sassafras (Sassafras albidum) trees. These two
trees are in the family Lauraceae, as are many other tree
species known to be susceptible to R. lauricola. For example,
swamp bay (P. palustris), spicebush (Lindera benzoin), and
California laurel (Umbellularia californica) are additional trees

found in Texas that may eventually be hosts to the pathogen.

In Florida, commercial avocado (P. americana) trees are
known to be affected as well.

Red bay, the primary tree affected by laurel wilt, serves as
a prized shade tree in urban communities in East Texas.
Seeds of the redbay serve as a source of mast for wildlife,
and aromatic leaves were used for tea by early settlers and
medicines by Native Americans.

|l. BIOLOGY AND SPREAD OF THE PATHOGEN

One reason for the rapid spread of R. lauricola is the
existence of an insect that carries the pathogen from
diseased to healthy trees, sometimes over considerable
distances. They are known as redbay ambrosia beetles

"Professor and Extension Specialist, Texas A&M University, Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service, College Station, TX 77843
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(Xyleborus glabratus) (Fig. 1) and were introduced
simultaneously with the pathogen. Ambrosia beetles are
uniquely suited to acquire the fungus from dead trees and
transmit it to healthy ones. Female beetles carrying the
fungus will bore tunnels into healthy trees and lay eggs. As
the eggs hatch, the juveniles feed on R. lauricola growing in
the original tunnels and emerge as adults to visit new trees
and spread the pathogen. The fungus increasingly spreads
through the sapwood of the diseased tree, disrupting the
flow of water in the vascular system and resulting in typical
symptoms. The process starts with the attack by very low
numbers of beetles, but eventually, they will be attracted in
huge numbers to overwhelm tree defenses and lead to its
death.

Figure 1. Southeast Asian Ambrosia

Beetle (Xyleborus glabratus)
Image by Rachel Osborn, USDA APHIS PPQ,
Bugwood.org

IV. SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF LAUREL WILT

The initial symptoms of an infected tree are yellowing and
wilting of leaves in random branches (Fig. 2). The symptoms
will spread to larger limbs so that increasingly more of the
tree canopy will be affected, displaying splotchy patterns of
yellow and brown leaves throughout the crown. Internally,
the tree will also be symptomatic with distinct streaking in
the sapwood that is revealed by removing the bark from the
trunk or larger limbs (Fig. 3). The ambrosia beetles cause
small holes on the bark surface (Fig. 4). The holes extend
beneath the bark into the sapwood. Externally, the beetles
cause tiny “sticks” comprised of compacted wood dust
protruding from the bark. An abundance of the sawdust-like

AGRILIFEEXTENSION.TAMU.EDU

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.
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