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Hola and a belated Pi Day to 
everyone,

I realize this article will be read 
long after Pi Day, but I thought it 
would be a little fun to remember 
uses of Pi/Pie in the world of trees.

To start, when we measure a 
tree, we convert the circumference 
to diameter by dividing the 
circumference of the tree by Pi 
– 3.14, giving us the DBH. And 
who does not like Pie-- especially 
a pie made with the fruit of trees?? 
Pecan, Peach, Apple, Pear, Lemon, 
Cherry, Key Lime are all popular 
pies we like. I bet some of y’all 
have some fruit pie recipes you 
have made from trees’ fruit like 
Mulberry, Avocado or Papaw. If 
you include other tree nuts, the list 
gets longer! Oh and don’t forget 
Pizza Pie…

I thought I would be giving an 
exciting update on the ISA Texas 
Strategic Planning Committee 
work scheduled for this past 
February; but due to me testing 
positive for COVID, we have 
rescheduled for May 4th and 
5th. We have assembled a great 
committee to work on the next 
3-Year Plan. Please share your 
ideas and vision for what we can 
do to make our ISA Texas the best 
chapter for our members. 

If you are not checking the ISA 
Texas website, you are missing 
out on amazing training and 
educational opportunities. As I 
am writing, the Tree Diagnosis 
Workshop is concluding in College 
Station. You will have also missed 
out on the 2-day Master’s Series 
Workshop: The Science of Pruning 
in Georgetown. In April and May, 
there are TRAQ and Oak Wilt 
Qualification opportunities. The 
Women’s Climbing Workshop in 
San Marcos is officially sold out. In 

July, Tree Pathology 101 with Dr. 
Appel will be offered as a 5-part 
webinar series.

Looking ahead at the Texas Tree 
Conference schedule, everyone 
should note that the dates are 
September 27-29. The conference 
start date is Tuesday, September 
27th and the end date is Thursday, 
September 29th. 

Speaking of the Texas 
Tree Conference, it is not too 
early to begin thinking about 
nominations for the 2022 Trees 
Tree Awards. Consider submitting 
nominations for: Arborist 
of the Year, Arboricultural 
Project of the Year, Outstanding 
Landscape Improvement, and the 
Outstanding Community Forestry 
Program award.

Please share your suggestions 
and ideas for how ISA Texas 
can serve you our members by 
providing quality services, events, 
and training opportunities; email 
us at: isatexas.com 

Ciao,

Mark C Bird

““Spring is nature’s 
way of saying, ‘Let’s 
party!’ ” 
—Robin Williams—

ENHANCE YOUR 
TREE & SHRUB 

FERTILIZATION SERVICE

A Line of Flagship Products Including ArborPlex, 
NutriRoot, Enviroplex, and Hydretain.

Prescriptive Fertilization 
and Soil Enhancement Program

Stimulate Root Growth

Improve Soil Quality

Correct Nutrient Defi ciency

Provide Extended Feeding

arborjet.com/ArborRx

A Line of Flagship Products Including ArborPlex, 

and Soil Enhancement Program

ArborPlex forms the foundation of the 
Arbor Rx Program.

http://isatexas.com
http://arborjet.com/ArborRx
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Are you a Chapter member? If not, go to www.isatexas.com and join today! 

Chapter member benefits include: 

 Publications: In The Shade, a bi-monthly printed newsletter  

 Email Update: TreEmail, a monthly calendar of tree events and important tree news 

 Networking and Promotional Opportunities: Texas Tree Conference, Texas Tree Climbing 
Championship, Arbor Day and other events 

 Discounts: Discounts on Texas Chapter seminars, workshops, and conferences  

 Online Learning: Monthly/bi-monthly educational webinars created by the Chapter 

Love Trees?
Tell the world

Revenue from the license plate 
funds urban forestry projects in 
Texas communities  

www.txufc.org

Greetings, fellow Tree People!  
	 Spring is here!  Here on the Gulf 
Coast, we’re enjoying crawfish boils and 
strawberry picking while watching the 
bulbs emerge from their winter slumber 
(between rain showers). The garden 
centers and nurseries are packed with 
people ready to plant veggies, herbs, 
flowers…and play in the soil.  And, 
of course, there’s all of the chocolate 
Easter candy—which makes you feel 
like a raccoon eating out of a trash can 
afterwards—but it’s so delicious!
	 And…it’s time for “Spring Cleaning.”  
Check out the “Spring Cleaning” and 
spiffing up of the Ranger Oaks in Seguin 
on page 15 and the Champion Rio Frio 
Oak on page 18. Also, take a look at the 
“2022 Events Update”  on page 6 and 
mark your calendars for the exciting 
events and classes this year.  Be sure to 
“leaf ” through the rest of this issue for 
Upcoming Events and other goodies. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to this issue and to those out there 
reading it.  Happy Spring!

Sincerely,

Heather McKnight

Editor’s Note

In the Shade
is published six times a year by the Texas Chapter, 

International Society of Arboriculture.

Editor: Heather McKnight
heather.mcknight@leaguecitytx.gov   281-554-1441

Associate Editor: Joan Ivy
joanivy@sbcglobal.net

Advertising Representative: John Giedraitis
JPG@ISATexas.com  979-324-1929   Fax 979-680-9420

Spring 2022                              Vol. 45, No. 6 On the Cover
Fuzzy seeds of the American Elm (Ulmus americana).

Your Home For All Things Arborist
You Can Bet Your Life On It

You can depend on us for the right tool for every job…
• Climbing Gear   • Riging Gear  • Tools
• Custom Splices  • PPE   • Plant Health Supplies
• Cabling & Bracing  • Lightening Protection 
Everything you need to safely take on the most demanding jobs.

arborist.com  
800-441-8381

• Helpful Inudstry Knowledge  
• Responsive Service
• High Quality Gear

SINCE 1950

Serving arborists since 1950 • Arborist owned & operated

http://arborist.com
http://txufc.org
http://isatexas.com
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Events Update
Do you see a workshop you would like to attend? Are you an ISA Texas Chapter member? Members receive an email 
with the registration link a week before the general email list. ISAT has offered or sponsored 14 different workshops so 
far this year. Eight of them were full within a week. 

The full Tree Risk Assessment Qualification (TRAQ) in Houston and Dallas filled quickly. ISAT will offer another 
TRAQ course in December/January in either Austin or San Antonio. The Texas Oak Wilt Qualification (TOWQ) virtual 
option is not completely full but, Fredericksburg and Glen Rose filled quickly. If your Texas Oak Wilt Qualification 
expires soon, register for the online renewal. The “Tree Diagnosis from Field to Lab” was held on the Texas A&M 
campus again this year. The “The Science of Pruning” workshop was a hit with over 100 attendees. The Wildfire Risk 
Reduction Qualification filled within a week. The Women’s Tree Climbing Workshop will be offered at the Texas State 
University Camp in Wimberley. After last year’s successful “Intro to Entomology” online series, we are planning a 
similar online “Tree Pathology 101” series for July.

Next Steps:
1) Mark your calendars NOW for the Annual Conference in Waco! 
2) Renew your ISAT membership (Registration links emailed directly to members first)!
3) Look for the registration link emails from ISA Texas

20
22

April 11 TRAQ Renewal – Houston – Limited to 30 – 14 
attendees

April 11-14 TRAQ – Houston – Limited to 20 – Sold Out

April TBD Wildfire Risk Assessment Qualification – Limited to 
25 – Sold Out

April 20-24 Women’s Climbing Workshop – Wimberley – Limited 
to 20 – Sold Out

April 20-24 Women’s Climbing Workshop – Wimberley – Limited 
to 20 – Sold Out

May 19-20 Texas Oak Wilt Qualification – Glen Rose – Limited 
to 25 – Sold Out

May 19 Texas Oak Wilt Qualification – Virtual – Limited to 
25 – Space Available

May TBD Texas Tree Climbing Championship

June 1 TOWQ renewal – Virtual

June 8 Texas Oak Wilt Qualification Fieldwork for Virtual – 
Fredericksburg – Space Available

June 1 TOWQ renewal – Virtual

June 8 Texas Oak Wilt Qualification Fieldwork for Virtual – 
Fredericksburg – Space Available

June 9-10 Oak Wilt Qualification – Fredericksburg – Limited to 
25 – Sold Out

June 27-29 TRAQ – Dallas – Limited to 20 – Sold Out

July Tree Pathology 101 with Dr. Appel

September 9-14 ISA Annual Conference

September 27-29 Texas Tree Conference - Waco

Live Oak Dropping Leaves in Early Spring
Live oaks, also known as evergreen oaks, are beautiful and stately trees in the 
landscape. However, live oaks are NOT true evergreens. They do drop their old leaves 
as new leaves emerge in the spring. This is NORMAL and NOT a disease problem.

These trees may appear sickly when temperatures begin to rise a little, typically in late 
January and in February.  Symptoms that are observed typically include yellowing.  
In many cases, the leaves may have spots or blotches that are brown or black.  Quite 
often, they discolor in a relatively short time.  These leaves are senescing (aka dying 
off).  The spots may be due to secondary infections by pathogens. Sometimes, these 
leaves may even have veins that turn brown while interveinal areas remain green.  
This particular symptom might be confused with a disease called “oak wilt.” Although 
the oak wilt fungus may attack the tree in the late winter and early spring, oak wilt 
symptoms are most often observed in the summer. 

So what do I look for to determine if my tree is experiencing NORMAL leaf drop?
Look closely at the senescing (dying leaves) leaves, particularly for new buds that are 
found at the base of the leaf petiole.  This bud may be very small early on, but they 
become more prominent as the older leaves begin to die.  Shortly after the old leaf drops, 
you should see new tiny leaves from those new buds.  If these buds are present, your tree 
is most likely experiencing its normal yearly leaf cycle. 

If you do not see any buds, check to see if the 
branches are brittle (snaps when you bend 
it) and are brown on the inside instead of 
greenish-white. That branch is most likely 
dead.  In a normal tree, there will usually 
be some dead branches.  However, you may 
have a problem if you find more that 10% 
of the branches on your tree are dead.  In 
this case, it is recommended that you talk 
to a certified arborist or contact your local 
county Extension office for assistance.

Prepared by Dr. Kevin Ong
Assistant Professor and Extension Urban Plant Pathologist
Texas AgriLife Extension Service; The Texas A&M University System
March 24, 2008
The information given herein is for educational purposes only. References to commercial products or trade names are made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas AgriLife Extension Service personnel is implied. 
Educational programs of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, 
religion, age, or national origin. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners 
Courts of Texas Cooperating

Above: Senescing live oak leaves

Below:New buds on live oaks. 

Above: Young live oak tree in the 
landscape.

Above: Dropping leaves can make the 
tree look sparse and sickly.
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Certification Exams
6/8/2022 Dallas, TX check in 7:30 am 
9/29/2022 Waco, TX check in at 11:30 am
11/18/2022 Ft. Worth, TX check in at 8:00 am

All certification holders with a certification expiration date that was set for 
31 December 2021 will receive an extraordinary and complimentary* 
extension until 29 June 2022 to meet all recertification requirements and 
complete the recertification process.

800-522-4311   |   www.nelsontree.com

PROTECTING  
THE REPUTATION 
OF THE UTILITIES  

WE SERVE FOR  
100 YEARS

Vegetation Management Specialists

See the videos

IT’S PART OF OUR JOB

Steven Wielgosh.......................Cibolo TX
Caleb Sipes		 .............................Canyon TX
Ross Durocher.........................Spring TX
Nicholas Joseph.......................Spring TX
Karlee Taylor............................Driftwood TX
Glenn Bonick........................... Irving TX
Ryan Barnett..............................San Marcos TX
Alexander Garcia.....................Houston TX
Martin Chavez.........................Stafford TX
Kevin Johnson..........................Cleveland TX
Lucas Rumancik......................San Antonio TX
Audrey Gray	.............................Austin TX
Anuhya Konda.........................Houston TX
Lyle Adair		 .............................Buda TX
Esteban Sanchez......................Austin TX
Rafael Orozco...........................Red Oak TX
Franklin Herbolsheimer.........Meridian ID
Paul Kelly		 .............................Keller TX
Sebastian Perez Wagner..........Austin TX
James Mays		.............................Lancaster TX
James Green	.............................Bertram TX
Joe	Rapanut		.............................Fort Worth TX
Jorge Martinez.........................Houston TX
Randi Kay Willemin................Aledo TX
Megan Day		 .............................Hudson Oaks TX
Pete Flynn		 .............................San Angelo TX
Joe	Webb		 .............................San Antonio TX
Kelly Paniagua..........................Coppell TX
Logan Slaughter.......................Dallas TX
Alfredo Guilamo......................Katy TX
Maricella Arce..........................Grand Prairie TX
James Morgan..........................Missouri City TX
Madison Law............................Katy TX
Curtis  Wright .........................San Angelo TX
Matthew Lovelace ...................Austin TX
Brian Pope		 .............................Sopchoppy FL
James Manary..........................Wichita Falls TX
Rogelio Salgado ......................Mesquite TX
Miles  Tanner...........................Cleveland TX
Steven Courtney......................New Braunfels TX
Joseph Sansoucie.....................Rhome TX
Diane Selby		.............................Lubbock TX
John Pinney		.............................Lake Dallas TX
Cody Ripple	.............................Lake Jackson TX
Monica Fuentes........................Dallas TX

New Members

http://www.ArborSystems.com
http://www.nelsontree.com
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ANSI Standards Review
By Andrew Wimmel

Every tree, job and job site are unique. However, there 
are basic principles that apply to every situation. 

Previously, we looked at the Job Briefing. Today, we are 
going to take a look at Traffic Control.
	 In the March 2020 edition of Arboriculture & 
Urban Forestry, Dr. John Ball, Tim Walsh and Shane 
Vosberg state, “Transportation Incidents accounted for 
about 40% of all fatal occupational incidents in the United 
States during 2016”.  Also, “The Pedestrian Vehicular 
Incidents subcategory includes workers struck by passing 
traffic. This was the source for 26 fatal (3.0%) and 11 
nonfatal (2.5%) injuries.”
	 ANSI 3.5.1 states, “Traffic and pedestrian control 
around the worksite shall be established prior to the start 
of all arboricultural operations.”
	 Traffic control can be as simple as setting up a 
visible drop zone and having a ground worker designated 
to manage traffic flow (pedestrian or vehicular).
ANSI 3.5.2 states, “Arborists and other workers having 
specific temporary traffic control zone responsibilities 
shall be trained in temporary traffic control techniques, 
device usage and placement, and how to work next to 
traffic in a manner that minimizes their exposure.”

Working in and around vehicular traffic presents a 
unique challenge and hazard
	 You and your company can hire a contractor to 
design, setup and manage the temporary traffic control 
zone. Our company uses this process in high traffic areas 
or near major roads.
	 Even if your company outsources this your team 
still needs to be trained on how to work in these areas.
	 ANSI 3.5.4 states, “The temporary traffic control 
zone should impede the flow of vehicular traffic as little 
as possible. Arborists and other workers should use the 
necessary devices that get the road user’s attention and 
provide positive direction in accordance with the Manual 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).”
	 Texas, like many other states, has its own MUTCD. 
The temporary traffic control zone must be designed, set 
up and managed in accordance with the MUTCD.
	 Local municipalities may require permits or police 
officers present to manage traffic. Check with your local 
authorities on this.
	 Not every company works in high traffic areas. 
However, this hazard is present on many worksites. What 
are you doing to protect yourself, your fellow tree workers 
and the general public?

http://www.tcia.org
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Member Spotlight
Susan Roth of Galveston, Texas
Why did you decide to join the Texas Chapter ISA?
I spent many years as a Master Gardner and realized I knew plenty about 
annuals and perennials but very little about trees.
 
What is something you love most about our industry and/or feel is very 
valuable?
I appreciate the requirement for CEU’s. I’m grateful for the frequent learning 
and volunteer opportunities. The people are very friendly and willing to help 
answer questions.
 
Share a favorite hobby many people may not know about you or a fun 
fact.
I enjoy vegetable and herb gardening; and designing edible landscapes.

Get Certiied
maugetcertiied.com

Learn About Tree Care with Mauget Products
mauget.com

(512) 385-5639 The Right Way to Treat a Tree

For the best defense against Oak Wilt disease turn to
Tebuject 16  .  Mauget’s micro-injection technology

is proven science backed by solid research.

A proven leader in the tree care
industry for over 60 years!

The Leverage You Need Against Nature

Solution: Tebuject 16

Condition: Oak Wilt Disease

Advantage: Mauget

Texas-Louisiana

LANDSCAPING
PACKAGE

LANDSCAPING
YOUR TOTAL

VERMEERTEXAS.COM/TREE-CARE I  866-898-3763

We equip tree care professionals and landscapers with the most reliable skid steers, stump cutters, 
compact loaders and brush chippers to get the job done right … the fi rst time. Visit us online to learn 
more about our products, parts and promise to you!

http://www.mauget.com
http://www.vermeertexas.com/tree-care
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Apply Online Today:

THE POWER OF PERSONAL
treecare@apfinancing.com

888-257-1727 • www.apfinancing.com

AP Equipment Financing 
is the premier resource for the 
arbor industry for financing the 
best equipment for your business.

A Little Bit About AP...
AP Equipment Financing has 
helped thousands of arbor 
companies grow their business. 
Our arbor experts have financed 
millions of dollars of arbor 
equipment including: chippers 
stump grinders, bucket trucks, 
chip box trucks, and many other 
machines.

80+ 5-Star reviews on Google! 
Our customer service speaks 
for itself. We’re proud to have 
helped arborists not only with 
their first transaction, but 
with many as their businesses 
continue to grow. Check out our 
customer reviews:

“We have purchased two chip 
trucks using financing from AP. 
Their service is extremely fast, 
and all of the staff we have dealt 
with were friendly and responsive 
to questions etc. The whole 
process was transparent and 
very easy...”

“AP Financing is terrific. They are 
very easy to deal with and did all 
of the leg work for us very quickly 
so we could get our new 92 foot lift 
and 2 trailers very quickly. Thank 
you AP. TreeWorks loves you...” 

What’re You Waiting For?
Get started today! Our team of 
arbor experts are waiting to hear 
from you so they can help take 
your business to the next level.

TLC by ISA Texas 
for Ranger Oaks in 

Seguin, Texas, 
January 29, 2022

By Mark C Bird

On a chilly January morning, 
volunteers met in Seguin, Texas 

to give some much-needed TLC to the 
Ranger Oaks. The team of volunteers 
included climbers, trucks, and chippers 
from Huntsville, San Antonio, San 
Marcos, and Boerne with help from 
current and retired members of the 
Texas Forest Service. 

So, how did ISA Texas get the 
opportunity to prune the Ranger 
Oaks (which are recognized in the 
Famous Trees of Texas book which 
was updated in 2015 by Gretchen Riley 
and Peter Smith in honor of the 100-
year anniversary of the Texas Forest 
Service)?

The Texas Rangers Association 
reached out to Texas Forest Service and 
ISA Texas asking for recommendations 
on someone who could prune the 
trees and collect limbs. The limbs are 
to be used to create unique grips for 
specially commissioned pistols to 
celebrate the 200-year anniversary of 
the Texas Rangers. When the question 
was discussed, it seemed like a good 
idea for day of service.

I reached out to Mark Kroeze 
from the San Antonio Texas Forest 
Service office for suggestions and 
recommendations for putting together 
a special workday, not knowing what 
interest there may be. We both agreed 
that the trees should be pruned as soon 
as possible and before February 1st to 
follow the recommended guidelines for 
pruning oaks.

Fortunately, the San Antonio 
Arborist Association was holding 
their annual holiday gathering where 
members celebrate the season, eat 
a good lunch, get CEU’s for great 
presentations and hang out with 
cool tree people. Mark Kroeze let 

everyone attending the San Antonio 
Arborist Association party know about 
the plans and asked if anyone was 
interested in being part of the workday.  
He was able to recruit volunteers and 
equipment for the project. At the 
December ISA Texas Board meeting, 
I introduced the idea (and without 
asking, ISA Texas Board Member 
Star Quintero) raised her hand to 
volunteer!

Before any pruning 
was done, April Rose 
with Bartlett Tree 
Expert Company 
provided an assessment 
of the overall condition 
for recommended 
pruning and the 
long-term care and 
maintenance of the 
historic trees.  

To start the 
day, the Texas 
Ranger Association 
represented by Lacy 
Finely provided tacos, 
coffee, and drinks and 
shared a brief history 
of the Texas Rangers 
and significance of the 
trees. Representatives 
of the Texas Rangers 
and the Rangers 

Association were present to show their 
thanks to the volunteers. The Ranger 
Association also provided lunch, 
snacks, and drinks for everyone.

With climbers in the trees safely 
and properly pruning the trees, 
Mark Duff, current President of 
the International Wood Collectors 
Society and retired Texas Forest 
Service Forester, gave guidance on the 

Above: Mark Duff, Dayziah  
Petruska, and Jacob West 

Left: Mark Kroeze and Star  
Quintero

http://www.apfinancing.com
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collection of the larger limbs for use in creating the grips 
for the commemorative pistols. Mark also collected a few 
samples, which he will turn into commemorative Ranger 
Oak pens.

It was so great to see everyone working together to give 
the Ranger Oaks so much love. I want to give a big Tree 
High Five to all the climbers, volunteers and the companies 
who supported the Day of Service for the Ranger Oaks 
especially:
Star Quintero, who drove all the way from Huntsville for 
the day
Christopher Carrington and Joshua Kim w/ Tree Wise 
Men
Antonio Tovar, Nate Clark, and Jacob West w/ The Bartlett 
Tree Expert Company, Stu Koch w/ 3-D Trees of Boerne.

A big thanks to Patrick Brewer and The Bartlett Tree 
Expert Company for the consulting provided before the 
trees were pruned and the truck and equipment provided for 
the day.

A big thanks to Jordy Hagan and the Tree Wise Men for 
providing a bucket truck and chipper.

CEUs for YOU! 

Our members spoke and we listened! We will be offering ISA CEUs for pre-approved newsletter articles to our members 
and the author of the article.  An arboriculture-related article written and published is worth 3 CEUs for the author.  The 
reader can go to our webpage and take a 20-question quiz to receive 1 CEU for reading the article.  Please submit your 
articles to our newsletter editor at heather.mcknight@leaguecitytx.gov and we will approve them for CEUs, if eligible. 
Articles must be related to arboriculture with no specific word count but needs enough content to create a 20 question 
quiz.  If you have questions about what would be approved for CEUs, email misti@isatexas.com.

From Field to Lab to… Whoa!
Jessica Harper

I don’t know about you, but I haven’t used, or probably even 
thought about, a microscope since high school biology.  

That is, until attending the diagnosis workshop in the new 
A&M Plant Pathology and Microbiology building this 
week…   

Diagnosis of plants, trees, and turf in Texas has become 
synonymous with Texas A&M, and I would be willing to bet 
that you or someone you know has submitted a sample to 
the Texas A&M Plant Pathology lab at one time or another. 

How many of us, though, have really thought about who and 
what is involved in receiving, processing, and analyzing that 
sample?  Thanks to Sheila Mcbride and Dr. David Appel, ISA 
members are able to not only tour the facilities, but work the 
process from start to finish.  It’s very fascinating and so great 
to now be able to speak knowledgeably to others regarding 
samples sent in for Oak Wilt and other diagnoses.  

Upon arrival on Day 1, I was greeted by the always smiling 
face of Gene Gehring to check me in and get my nametag. 
We then discussed diagnostics, did work with microscopes, 
and toured the lab.   Day 2 involved more identification of 
diseases, symptoms, signs, etc.  My favorite was the walking 
tour of trees around the Texas A&M campus and discussions 
of everything going on with each tree.  For example, the Bur 
Oak tree in front of Nagle Hall had target cankers as well as 
Phomopsis fungi; a squirrel is cleverly using this tree as a 
landing for relaxing and eating nuts. 

If you haven’t had an opportunity to attend this workshop, 
I highly recommend it.  It would be hard not to learn 
something new by attending and you’ll earn some sweet 
CEU’s.

Jessica Harper I TX-4658A
Garden Design Landscaping, Inc.
Farmers Branch, TX 75234
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Hundreds of years ago, a tiny oak sprouted less than a 
mile from what would later be known as the Frio  River 

in Texas. The beautiful live oak grew strong over the years, 
surviving and thriving through  droughts, storms, nearby 
settlements and flocking tourists. Now one of the largest 
live oaks in all of  Texas, the tree has a circumference of 
approximately 295 inches, a height of 52 feet, and a canopy  
spread of nearly 100 feet. It was named State Champion 
Live Oak in 1988 and National Champion in  1989. Though 

it has since been dethroned by another tree, the Rio Frio 
Oak remains a magnificent, local  landmark with a storied 
history. 

Settlers began developing the town of Rio Frio around 
this tree just after the American Civil War ended.  The 
Lombardy Trading Company constructed an irrigation 
ditch nearby in 1866, which remains one of  the oldest still 
in operation today in Texas. Due to its large size, the oak 
became a bearing point for  building the entire town. The 
tree’s broad branches shaded the town’s first schoolhouse, 
which also  served as a community center that hosted 
elections, religious services, court and various social  
gatherings.  

In 1929, Mr. Leo L. Slover bought the property on 
which the oak lived. According to a newspaper article  from 
the time announcing the sale, a house and store on site 
were also thrown in “for good measure.”  Three generations 
later the same family owns and cares for the property, 
headed by matriarch Judy Newman. Over 20 years ago, Judy 
connected with Mark Duff from the Texas Forest Service to  

understand how to best care for the Rio Frio Landmark Oak. 
Enter Bartlett Tree Experts! Mark knew the family 

would need the best team to provide any pruning  and plant 
health care necessary to maintain the strength and safety of 
the tree for years to come. He  enlisted our Company and 
we’ve been helping to care for the tree since. Every few years, 
Arborist  Representatives from the San Antonio office and 
an elite crew of climbers volunteer their time with the  Texas 
Forest Service to work on the oak. Services have included 

pruning, bracing, 
fertilization,  deadwood 
removal and spreading 
mulch. 

Our most recent 
visit occurred this past 
February. A bright day 
with clear skies and 68° 
weather  presented the 
perfect opportunity 
for some of our team 
to get up in that oak. 
San Antonio Arborist  
Crew Leaders Chris 
Maciel, Javier Rivas, 
Gustavo Rodriguez and 
Antonio Tovar, worked 
safely and  efficiently 
to deadwood the tree 
and prune it away from 
the roof of the house. 
Arborist Representatives  

Bobby Hearne and Jacob West along with Mark Kroeze, 
Urban Forester from the Texas Forest Service  Urban 
Forester, provided support on the ground, dragging cuts to 
the chipper. Mark Duff from the  Texas Forest Service and 
Arborist Representative Tony Villanueva were also on site 
offering support and  supervision. 

Throughout the day, neighbors came by to admire the 
tree and reminisce about growing up in Rio Frio.  They told 
stories about the general store next to the big oak that closed 
in 1965. They remembered the  family that lived in the home 
under the tree and the bed and breakfast they had once 
opened next door.  It was amazing to hear how this tree has 
always been part of the fabric of the community. 

After our crew completed the tree care, Judy and her 
family treated us to a barbecue lunch on the  property with 
homemade bread, brisket, salads, corn, cookies, cake and 
pie. It was the perfect ending  to a rewarding day and a way 
to create new memories under the canopy of this legendary 
oak tree.

A Living Legend 
 

Gabriela Steinkamp – San Antonio, TX

Texas Tree Critters
Fall Webworm Caterpillar
•	 Hairy caterpillars reach about one inch in length
•	 Black head, greenish-yellow or pale yellow bodies with a dark 

stripe down back
•	 Feeds on many species, including: Pecan, Sweetgum, Elm, 

Black Walnut, Hickory, Maple, and Cherry
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What’s the Big IDea?
Can You Identify this Texas 
Tree?

Last Month’s Tree ID

If you know this tree, look for 
the photo on our Facebook page 
and correctly identify it in the 
comment section under the 
photo, using the full scientific 
name and one or more common 
names.  If you don’t know it, 
check the page for an answer 
in a few days.  The winner gets 
bragging rights and the chance 
to submit a tree to stump fellow 
arborists in the next issue. 

Hint: In addition to its corky 
warts on the bark, this tree 
produces tiny, red or purple 
round fruit.

The last winner was John Brokaw.

Tree was: Possumhaw (Ilex 
decidua)

This issue’s challenge was 
provided by Mickey Merritt.


