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We d n e s d a y,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  2 0 2 1  
(The Academies are not part of the main conference and require a separate registraƟon) 

 
Academy One: Arboriculture is a Team Sport: Safety depends on everyone! 

 

Dr. John Ball, Professor, Extension Forestry Specialist, South Dakota State University, Brookings and 
Travis Vickerson, Chippers, Inc., New London, New Hampshire 

 

10:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm—Brazos Ballroom North 
 

While we have seen some amazing technology for accessing tree canopies, from spider liŌs to grapple 
saws, there are sƟll many trees that require a climber. There have also been tremendous changes in 
climbing techniques and equipment, all designed to improve safety and efficiency.  This academy will 
cover the how climbers can improve performance as well as safety through discussion and 
demonstraƟon.  
 
 

 

Academy Two An overview of the ISA UƟlity Specialist CerƟficaƟon Study 
Guide – presented by one of its authors 

 

Geoffrey Kempter, Technical Services Manager, Asplundh Tree Experts 
10:00 to 3:00—Texas North 113 (downstairs) 

 

Prep for your UƟlity Specialist test or just expand your knowledge with a top instructor 
 
This workshop provides an overview of UƟlity Arboriculture, the UƟlity Specialist CerƟficaƟon Study Guide 
(wriƩen by Kempter and Miller). QuesƟons and discussion will be encouraged. You can purchase the 
Study Guide from ISA here (not included in the price of the Academy). 
 
Topics include: 
 Safety 
 Program Management 
 Pruning 
 Integrated VegetaƟon Management 
 Electrical Knowledge 
 Storm PreparaƟon and Response 
 CommunicaƟons 

 

How to download the Texas Tree Conference App to your device: 
 

Search for ‘Texas Tree Conference’ or scan the QR code to the right to 
download the app to your device. 



 

 

 

You Are  Inv i ted!  
Wednesday Evening Arbor ist  Socia l  

September  29  f rom 6-8  PM 
 

Join fellow arborists for free food and drink in this 
unique outdoor venue. Visit with friends and make 

new ones.  

FREE! 
if you are registered to aƩend the Texas Tree 
Conference. Wear your nametag or if you are 

already registered online and get in late just come 
over—we will check you in at the door. 

 

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
The Backyard Bar Stage and Grill 

511 S. 8th Street, Waco, Texas 



 

 

T h u r s d a y,  S e p t e m b e r  3 0  
Te x a s  Tr e e  C o n f e r e n c e  

Overview 

Thursday, September 30 

7:00  am ‐ 5:00 pm RegistraƟon Desk + Bookstore open 

7:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm Trade Show open 

7:00 am ‐ 7:50 am Breakfast with Exhibitors 

8:00 am ‐ 11:45 am General Session 

12:00 pm ‐ 1:15 pm Awards Luncheon (Brazos Ballroom) 

1:30 pm ‐ 5:00 pm Breakout Sessions 

5:00  pm ‐ 7:00 pm Exhibitor RecepƟon  ‐ Free Drinks 
and Food at the Trade Show 

General Session 8:00 am ‐ 11:45 am 
McLennan Rooms 208 ‐  209 

 
8:00 ‐ 8:15  
Welcome by ISAT President, A.J. Thibodeaux 
 

8:15 ‐ 9:15  
Trees and Wind: Hurricanes, Tree Survivability, and a More 
Resilient Urban Landscape 
Dr. Ryan Klein, Assistant Professor of Arboriculture, University 
of Florida, Gainesville 
 

9:15 ‐ 10:15  
The ‘21 Texas Blizzard: AŌermath 
Sheila McBride, AgriLife Program Extension Specialist, Texas 
A&M Plant Disease DiagnosƟc Lab, College StaƟon 
 

10:15 ‐ 10:45 Break with Exhibitors 
 

10:45 ‐ 11:45  
Is it an Urban Forest or More a CollecƟon of Trees? 
Dr. John Ball, Professor, Extension Forestry Specialist, South 
Dakota State University, Brookings  

Municipal Track | McLennan Room 207 
 
1:30 ‐ 2:15 pm 
Inspiring the Next GeneraƟon of Arborists 
Dr. Hans Williams, Dean Arthur Temple 
College of Forestry and Agriculture, 
Stephen F. AusƟn University 
 

2:15 ‐ 3:00 pm 
Climate Change and Its Impact on Urban 
Trees 
Dr. Ryan Klein, Assistant Professor of 
Arboriculture, University of Florida, 
Gainesville 
 

3:00 ‐3:30 p.m. 
Break with Exhibitors 
 

3:30 ‐ 4:15 pm 
Sustainable Urban Forestry 
Paul Johnson, Director of Urban and 
Community Forestry, Sustainable Forestry 
IniƟaƟve, AusƟn 
 

4:15 ‐ 5:00 pm 
Benefits of Urban Wood UƟlizaƟon & 
AdapƟve Tree ReUse  
Devin Ginther, President, Texas Urban 
Sawmill, LLC,  Dripping Springs 

Commercial Track | McLennan Room 209 
 

1:30 ‐ 2:15 pm  
Risk PercepƟon: Its Impact on Tree Risk 
Assessment and the Influence of Industry 
Professionalism 
Dr. Ryan Klein, Assistant Professor of 
Arboriculture, University of Florida, 
Gainesville 
 

2:15 ‐ 3:00 pm 
EvaluaƟng Root Rots of Trees in Texas 
Dr. David Appel, Professor, Department of 
Plant Pathology and Microbiology, Texas 
A&M University, College StaƟon 
 

3:00 ‐ 3:30 pm 
Break with Exhibitors 
 

3:30 ‐ 4:15 pm 
How Trees Grow Old and Fall Over 
Skip Kincaid, ExecuƟve Director of the 
Southern Chapter of ISA, St. Louis, Missouri  
 

4:15 ‐ 5:00 pm 
CommunicaƟng with a Diverse Workforce 
Erick Palacios, Instructor, InternaƟonal 
Arborist InsƟtute, Magalia, California 

UƟlity Track | Bosque Theater  
 
1:30 ‐ 2:15 pm 
History of UƟlity Forestry 
Geoff Kempter, Technical Services 
Manager, Asplundh, Grand Rapids, MI 
 

2:15 ‐ 3:00 pm 
The Unqualified and Incidental Line 
Clearance Arborist: How do we keep 
them safe? 
Dr. John Ball, Professor, Extension 
Forestry Specialist, South Dakota State 
University, Brookings  
 

3:00 ‐ 3:30 pm 
Break with Exhibitors 
 

3:30—4:15 pm 
Texas Trees, Plants, Their Pollinators  
and the CommuniƟes Who Support 
Them 
Barbara Willy, Director of Monarch 
Gateway, Sugar Land, Texas 
 

4:15 ‐ 5:00 pm 
How To Grow Your Conflict ResoluƟon 
Skills 
Dr. Emily Landon, Professor, St. Mary’s 
School of Law, San Antonio and 
AƩorney, Texas AƩorney General, AusƟn 



 

 

F r i d a y,  O c t o b e r  1  
Te x a s  Tr e e  C o n f e r e n c e  

Overview 

Friday, October 1 

7:00 am ‐ 10:30 am RegistraƟon Desk + Bookstore open 

7:00 am ‐ 10:30 am Trade Show + Silent AucƟon  

8:00 am ‐ 9:00 am ISAT Annual MeeƟng 

9:00 am ‐ 12:00 pm Breakout Sessions 

9:30 am ‐ 3:30 pm Texas Tree Schools 

12:30 pm ‐ 4:30 pm ISA CerƟfied Arborist Exam 

7:00 am ‐ 7:50 am Breakfast with Exhibitors 

The Texas Tree Schools 9:30 am to 3:30 pm 
These workshops are not part of the main conference and require separate registraƟon (lunch is included) 

Track 1 English: An IntroducƟon to Arboriculture 
Texas North  

Lead instructor is CerƟfied Arborist Guy LeBlanc of Arbor Vitae 
Tree Care of AusƟn, assisted by Board CerƟfied Master Arborist 
Paul Johnson, Sustainable Forestry IniƟaƟve. 

Pista 2:  Jornadas para Trabajadores de Arboles 
Ranger Room 

Instructors are Eduardo Medina, Davey Tree Expert Company, 
Chicago, IL, Erick Palacios, InternaƟonal Arborist InsƟtute, 
Magalia, CA, Bill Green, Forester, Texas A&M Forest Service and 
Mark Duff, Principal, Mark Duff ConsulƟng. 

Municipal Track | McLennan Room 207 
 
9:00 ‐ 10:00 am 
Your Ash is on the Line! (EAB) 
Dana Coelho, Urban and Community 
Forestry Program Manager, Colorado State 
Forest Service, Bloomfield, Colorado 
 

10:00 ‐ 10:30 am 
Break with Exhibitors 
 

10:30 ‐ 11:15 am 
GraŌing Volunteers Into a Blossoming 
Program 
Meredith Tilley, Assistant Parks and 
RecreaƟon Manager and Michael Nentwich, 
Arborist, EƩer Tree Care, San Antonio  
 

 

11:15 am—12:00 pm 
Dallas’ Green PrescripƟon 
Lannie McClelen, Southwestern Medical 
District Project Coordinator, Rachel 
McGregor, Staff Forester, Texas Tree 
FoundaƟon, Dallas 

Commercial Track | McLennan Rm 209 
 
9:00 ‐ 10:00 am 
Applying TRAQ in the Real World 
Geoffrey Kempter, Technical Services 
Manager, Asplundh Tree Experts, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan 
 

10:00 ‐ 10:30 am 
Break with Exhibitors 
 

10:30 ‐ 11:15 am  
Bark and Ambrosia Beetles: Ecology, 
IdenƟficaƟon and Management 
Demian Gomez, Regional Forest Health 
Coordinator, Texas A&M Forest Service, 
AusƟn 
 

11:15 am ‐ 12:00 pm 
SOIL MOISTURE: Top Factor for Newly 
Planted Tree Survival 
Wei Zhang, Ph.D., Vice President for 
Research and Development, ZynnovaƟon 
LLC 

UƟlity Track | Bosque Theater  
 
9:00 ‐ 10:00 am  
Are You a Boss Or a Leader? 
Randall Miller, Director of Research and 
Development, CNUC, Des Moines, Iowa 
 

10:00 ‐ 10:30 am 
Break with Exhibitors 
 

10:30 ‐ 11:15 am  
Integrated VegetaƟon Management 
Best Management PracƟces  
Randall Miller, Director of Research and 
Development, CNUC, Des Moines, Iowa 
 

11:15 am ‐ 12:00 pm  
Using Drones in the Right of Way 
Ben Thorp, UƟlity Forester, AEP, Laredo  

How to download the 2021 Texas Tree 
Conference App to your device: 

 

Search for ‘Texas Tree Conference’ or scan the QR code 
below to download the app to your device: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISAT Business MeeƟng 
General Session ‐ 8:00 am ‐ 9:00 am | McLennan Room 209 



 

 

 

Sponsors + Exhibitors 
Thank you for your support! 

 

 

PlaƟnum Sponsors 
CenterPoint Energy 

Sennebogen 
Texas A&M Forest Service 

 

Gold Sponsors 
All About Equipment/Stanley Parts and Equipment 

Arborjet 
ArborNote SoŌware 

Asplundh Tree Expert LLC 
Brabandt Equipment 

The Davey Tree Expert Company 
 

Silver Sponsors 
CSI – ACECAP‐MEDICAP 

Everde Growers 
STIHL – Blue Mountain Equipment 

TelaTree 
TreeDiaper 
Trees, LLC 

 

Exhibitors 
ABC Home and Commercial Services 

Aletheia Digital 
All About Equipment/Stanley Parts and Equipment 

Arborjet 
ArboRisk Insurance 

Arbormetrics 
Arbor Note 

ArborSystems 
Asplundh Tree Experts 

Athens Tree Farm 
Bobcat of North Texas 

Brabandt Equipment/Bandit 
Chemical Containers, Inc 

CSI Acecap/Medicap 
Environmental Design 

Greenworks Commercial 
Growth SoluƟons 

Helena Agri Enterprises 
Iron Boot 

Lone Star Trees 
Minick Materials of Texas 

Rainbow Tree Care ScienƟfic Advancement 
Spimerica 

STIHL – Blue Mountain Equipment 
TelaTree 

Texas A&M Forest Service 
Texas Chapter InternaƟonal Society of Arboriculture 

Texas Plant DiagnosƟc Lab 
The Davey Tree Expert Group 

Top Gun Equipment 
Tracked LiŌs 

Tree Care Industry AssociaƟon 
Tree Clinic Pharmacy 

TreeDiaper 
TreeNewal 
TREE Fund 
Trees, LLC 

Vermeer Texas‐Louisiana 

2021 Texas Tree Conference 
Event Overview  

Wednesday, September 29 

8:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm RegistraƟon Open 

10:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm Tree Academies 

8:00 am—5:00 pm TRAQ Renewal Course—Ranger Room 

1:00 pm ‐ 5:00 pm Exhibitor Set Up 

6:00 pm ‐ 8:00 pm ISAT Social at the Backyard Stage and 
Grill, Waco 

Thursday, September 30 

7:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm RegistraƟon Desk + Bookstore open 

7:00 am ‐ 5:00 pm Trade Show + Poster Session open 

7:00 am‐ 7:50 am Breakfast with Exhibitors 

8:00 am ‐ 11:45 am General Session 

12:00 pm ‐ 1:15 pm Awards Luncheon 

1:30 pm ‐ 5:00 pm Breakout Sessions 

5:00 pm ‐ 7:00 pm Exhibitor RecepƟon at the Trade 
Show—Drinks and Food 

Friday, October 1 

7:00 am ‐ 10:30 am RegistraƟon Desk + Bookstore open 

7:00 am ‐ 10:30 am Trade Show/AucƟon (closes at 10:30) 

7:00 am ‐ 7:50 am Breakfast with Exhibitors 

8:00 am ‐ 9:00 am ISAT Annual MeeƟng 

9:00 am ‐ 12:00 pm Breakout Sessions 

9:30 am ‐ 3:30 pm Texas Tree Schools 

12:30 pm ‐ 4:00 pm ISA Cert. Arborist Exam—Lone Star 103 

12:00 pm—5:00 pm Tree Climbing Championship at 
Redwood Shelter, Cameron Park 

8:00 am—12:00 pm Tree Climbing Championship—Masters 

Saturday, October 2 

M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  2 0 2 1  T e x a s  T r e e  C o n f e r e n c e   
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e  V o l u n t e e r s !   

 

M a r k  B i r d ,  2 0 2 1  T e x a s  T r e e  C o n f e r e n c e  C h a i r  
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