
1 Texas Chapter ISA                                March 7, 2014 Minutes Approved    

 

Texas Chapter International Society of Arboriculture 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

March 7, 2014 

Board Members Present: 

Michael Sultan  
Susan Henson 
Markus Smith 
Oscar Mestas 
Lara Schuman 
Nevic Donnelley 

Matt Churches 
Terry Kirkland 
Vincent Debrock 
Misti Perez 
Ed Dolphin 
Lee Evans 

Board Members Absent: 

Orlando De La Garza 
Margaret Hall Spencer 

John Warner 
Jim Dossett 

Others Present 

Paul Johnson, ISA BOD, TFS 
Melinda Adams, City of Fort Worth 

John Giedraitis, Executive Director 

I. Call to order 

Michael Sultan called to order the regular meeting of the ISAT Board of Directors at 10:30 am on March 
7, 2014 at the Texas Ranger Museum, Waco. A quorum was declared present. 

II. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

A motion was made by Smith to approve the Minutes of the December 13, 2013 meeting. Motion 
seconded by Debrock. Motion passed. 

III. Welcome and Introductions 
 

IV. Executive Director Report 

Executive Director: Giedraitis reported that he has two basic functions: manage the day-to-day Chapter 
business and assist committees. On the day-to-day business of the Chapter: Membership: 647 ISA 
members, 725 Texas/ISA, 53 just Texas. ISAT window clings printed. January and February email 
blasts sent along with TRAQ invitation to 2,532 on email list. Revised sponsor and exhibitor brochure 
and posted it as online registration. Refiled ISAT corporate information with the Secretary of State. 
Renewed our ProPay merchant services account – we pay 2.9% and .25 per transaction for 
registrations. Lee Evans is now the Treasurer and he is listed as a viewer on the Wells Fargo account. 
1099’s were all sent out and George McCoy, our CPA is preparing our tax return. The ISAT website has 
been upgraded and we have begun working with ISA Keely Row to develop a template for ISA Chapter 
websites. The Oak Wilt Vendor payment system is set up and the link mailed to all Oak Wilt Certified 
Arborists. It is $100 registration fee with all the proceeds going to ISAT.  Assisting Committees: will be 
covered under Committee Reports. Events since the December meeting include:  

• Arboriculture 101: Jan 16, 17, 23, 24. 82 registered. ISAT gets a flat fee of $2,500 
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• North Central Texas Urban Forestry Workshop: ISAT booth at the event 
• Basic Tree Climber Training: March 5th (rain date) 11 registered 
• Call for Presentations: online and closes on March 14th. 
• Climbing Competition May 16-17 online registration will begin soon. 
• North American Tree Climbing Competition in Pasadena, CA - Miguel Pastenes and Vincente 

Pena will represent ISAT on April 5th. 

V. Committee Reports 

a) Finance/Treasurer: Evans reported that the ISAT balance sheet shows $193,601.92 as of 
Dec. 31, 2013. The Profit Loss for fiscal year 2013 was presented and discussed. Net 
income for 2013 was $12,756.94. Evans noted that he is looking at various investment 
opportunities for ISAT and will report back to the board.  

b) Editor: Mestas reported that he has reviewed ad rates. He noted that articles that are sent in 
need to be directed towards the membership and not advertising/sales oriented. Please 
submit articles before the 15th of the month before the newsletter is sent out.  

c) COR: Spencer was absent but sent in the attached report. 

d) Certification: Perez reported that there are 12 new Certified Arborists since Jan. 1. There will 
be eight tests this year and they are posted online. Looking for more proctors. There was 
discussion on using the certification logo in advertising when there are no CA’s on staff. It is 
a deceptive trade practice. There is a link on the ISA website for reporting. Misti noted that 
she will be speaking to Sharon Lilly at ISA about the issue.  

e) Texas Tree Conference: Smith is Chair for 2014. This year’s theme will be “Surviving 
ExTREEmes”. See attached report.  

f) Texas Tree Climbing Championship: Kevin Bassett will chair again this year. Guy LeBlanc 
will once again serve as Head Judge. Arborilogical Services will be providing administrative 
support. The theme is “Let’s Gather at the River”. The event will be held in New Braunfels 
May 15-17, 2014. The Thursday workshop and Friday preliminaries will be held in Cypress 
Bend Park and the Saturday Master’s event will be Landa Park. Gary and Jared Abrojena 
will present the pre-climbing workshop on climbing techniques. See the attached report. 

g) Educational Events Committee: Debrock reported that his committee is moving ahead with 
several events. Smith reported that the Basic Tree Climbing class went well but there needs 
to be a tech to assist Guy LeBlanc. No date has been set for the next class. See attached 
report. 

h) Membership: Henson reported that her committee is working on a survey of members and a 
membership brochure. Would like to start with personal phone calls. Evans, Perez, Mestas 
and Smith volunteered to assist. John will send the new member list to Susan. 

i) Arbor Day: Churches reported that Arbor Day will be Nov. 7th in 2014 (first Friday in 
November). 

j) Publicity: Evans reported that he will reorder flags and a table cloth.  

k) Scholarships: Warner was absent but presented the attached report. The report was tabled 
until the next meeting. 

l) Research: Dossett. No report. 

m) Sponsors and Exhibitors: Smith presented the ISAT Exhibitor and Break Sponsorship Policy 
for educational events. It is patterned after the Florida Chapter. It allows for $450 exhibitors 
and $300 lunch sponsors at educational events. Smith moved to accept the Exhibitor and 
Lunch Break Policy as presented. Seconded by Debrock. Motion passed. 

n) Nominations: Henson reported that we are now holding electronic voting with the assistance 
of ISA. If current Board members want to run when their terms are up, they must submit a 
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nomination. The slate will be drawn up and sent in the summer and she asked for the 
Boards assistance with suggested nominees. 

o) Legislation: Kirkland reported that he has spoken to several chapters and has not found any 
with a written policy. 

p) Outreach: Sultan asked for volunteers to assist with the TNLA Landscape Expo on August 
14-16. Johnson and Evans volunteered. 

q) Digital and Social Media: Spencer absent but sent in the attached report. 

r) Awards: Johnson. No report 

s) 2016 ISA Conference in Fort Worth: Henson gave a report on her meeting with ISA in 
Atlanta. Kevin Bassett will chair the International Tree Climbing Championship for the ISAT. 
There was discussion on the letter from Bassett to ISA concerning the timing and location of 
the ITCC. Sultan agreed to draft a letter from the Board to ISA expressing ISAT’s concerns 
and opinions. Kirkland moved to appoint Susan Henson as the 2016 ISA Conference 
Chair and Melinda Adams as Co-Chair with the provision that ISAT pick up any 
associated costs for the Co-Chair to attend Conference Education Committee 
meetings. Donnelly seconded. Motion passed. 

VI. Old Business 

a) Scholarships to TAMU and SFA: Warner absent. The report was presented and will be 
discussed at the next meeting. 

VII. New Business 

a) Event Sponsorship Policy. See (m) above. 

b) ArborJet statewide luncheon seminars co-sponsorship. The Board agreed to pass on this 
opportunity. Debrock will inform ArborJet. 

c) Research: Debrock noted that more needs to be more done to promote urban forestry and 
arboriculture research in Texas at the University and Extension level. 

VIII. Next Meeting 

The next Board Meeting will be in Waco on June 6, 2014. 

IX. Adjournment 

Michael Sultan adjourned the meeting at 2:15pm. 

Minutes submitted by:  Giedraitis 
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ISAT Dec. 13, 2013 Board Meeting  
 

Action Item Board Member  Comments 

Scholarships: Need written policy. Are we ready to 
send checks? 

Warner  
 

Research/Tree Fund: Contact Janet Bornancin to 
establish ISAT Chapter Liaison 

Dossett  
 

Executive Committee: Political Action Policy Sultan  . 

Finance: Open TDA Ameritrade account. Explore 
alternative investments 

Evans  
 

Membership: Online survey and membership 
brochure 

Henson  
 

 
 
ISAT March 7, 2014 Board Meeting 

Action Item Board Member  Comments 

Reorder flags and tablecloth Evans   

Send new members list to Susan Giedraitis   

TNLA booth Sultan   
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ISA Texas Board of Directors Update 
Margaret Spencer 
March 11, 2014 
 
Council of Representatives 
 
 The council will be having a conference call on or before April 1. 
 Croatia chapter has signed a MOU and ISA has it for signature. 
 Arboriculture Australia has a draft MOU that is in process. 
 The European CoR subgroup is planning on meeting during the European Conference of Arboriculture in May. 
 The CoR elects five members of the ISA Board of Directors.  We recently had elections for three positions.  

The voting closed on Sunday, March 2, and results have not been released.   Candidates were: 
o Seat 1 (to serve one, 1-year term) 

 Don Winsett, Davey, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
 No opposition 

o Seat 2 (to serve one, 3-year term) 
 Anne Beard, Public Service Co of NM, Albuquerque, NM 
 Dennis Swartzell, Horticulture Consultants, Inc. , Henderson, NE 

o Seat 3 (to serve one, 3-year term) 
 John Gaithright, Arborist Training Institute, Seto, Japan 
 Geoff Kempter, Asplundh, Grand Rapids, MI 

 I have accepted the nomination to serve on the Executive Committee as Secretary for the Council.  Elections 
will be held at our meeting at the ISA Conference in Milwaukee. 

 Paul Johnson is now the ISA Board Member serving as Board liaison to the CoR. 
 
 
 
Digital & Social Media 
 
 Facebook page data 1/1/14 – 3/6/14 (sum of daily hits) 

o 346 - The number of people sharing stories about your page. These stories include liking your Page, 
posting to your Page's timeline, liking, commenting on or sharing one of your Page posts, answering a 
question you posted, responding to one of your events, mentioning your Page, tagging your Page in a 
photo or checking in at your location. (Unique Users) 

o 678 - The number of people who engaged with your Page. Engagement includes any click or story 
created. (Unique Users) 

o 4050 – The number of people who have seen any content associated with your Page. (Unique Users) 
o 0 – Unlikes 
o 22 – New Likes 

 Current # of likes – 260 
 Social Media Policy – John got a copy of the Wisconsin Arborist Association’s policy and forwarded it to me.  

I will discuss with John, make needed changes, and present at the next board meeting. 
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2014 Texas Tree Conference Committees 
 

 

Conference Chair 
 

Markus Smith (Recruit and Coordinate Committee Chairs) 

Program   
 

Commercial Track 
 

Jim Dossett ‐ Michael Sultan, Vincent Debrock, Ed Dolphin 

 

Municipal Track 
Lara Schuman ‐ Susan Henson, Paul Johnson, Emily King,

Brad Hammel, Kelly Eby
Utility Track Orlando De La Garza ‐ Rich Hendler, Ray Henning 

Academy Michael Sultan

EHAP Training Margaret Spencer

Moderators Kelly Eby 

Tree Schools Mark Duff, Salvador Alemany

Trade Show  Jim Carse 

Awards/Luncheon  Paul Johnson

Student Program  Matt Churches

Wed. Social  Susan Henson

Thurs. Reception  Markus Smith ?

Bookstore  John Warner

Silent Auction  Terry Kirkland

Fri Annual Meeting  Michael Sultan and Markus Smith

Audio Visual  Paul Johnson

SWAG and T‐Shirts  Susan Henson

CEU's and Testing  Misti Perez

Evaluations  Gretchen Riley

TFS Scholarships  Paul Johnson

Logo  Markus Smith

Administrative  John Giedraitis
 Assist Markus and Committees
 Contract with Convention Center and Hilton Hotel 
 Bid and Contract for Food
 Marketing, event brochure & on‐site program 
 Sponsors & Exhibitors Solicitation
 Signs, Registration, Evaluations, Finances

 
3/6/2014 
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March 5, 2014 Program Committee Conference Call 
“Surviving ExTREEmes” 2014 Texas Tree Conference 

 
 

Present: Markus Smith (Chair) Ed Dolphin, Vincent Debrock, Lara Schuman, Orlando De La 
Garza, Mark Duff, Brad Hammel, John Giedraitis 
Absent: Jim Dossett, Michael Sultan 
Notes: 

1. Call for Presentations: John created a survey in Constant Contact. Lara will circulate the 
announcement to other organizations. There are currently nine responses. Deadline 
extended and due back March 14th. 

2. Utility Track – Orlando – Some speakers have fallen through but is working to fill the 
slots. A “What to Do’ slot and panel discussion. Looking at Bill Conn from Vermont for 
hazard trees, John Ball for safety and climbers as athletes, Jeff Kempter for storm 
response. Both Ball and Kempter are keynote material. Also, Frank Hernandez from AEP 
on community involvement. 

3. Municipal Track – Lara – Susan and Paul are working to get Mathew Wells on disaster 
recovery and Dave Sexton from Colorado. They have a large list including Jeff Donovan, 
Jan Davis, and Peter McDonough. They will go through the list with the speakers who 
have applied through the call for presentations survey. 

4. Commercial Track – Jim – No report. Markus asked Ed to assist and will ask the Board 
for assistance this Friday at the Board meeting. 

5. Academy – Markus – Dr Appel and Dr. Watson on Diagnosis. A+B room then switch to 
handle 200. Appel will do specimens and ask folks to bring in their own. He will bring his 
assistant and some microscopes. 

6. EHAP – Spencer – Markus reported that there will be a EHAP in Spanish. Comments 
were made on the quality of last year’s speaker. 

7.  Tree School – Guy (English) with TFS help and Mark Duff (Spanish). Brad will check 
with Paul about who will be helping Guy this year. 

8. End of April is target for having all speakers set for program. 

Next call April 19 at 4pm. 
 Attached: 
  Call for presentations 
  Conference speaker slots outline 
  Speaker Agreement form 
  Track Chair outline of duties 
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TTCC Report   March 7th 2014 
Prepared for the ISA T Board by Kevin Bassett 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The preparations for the 2014 are well under way. The speakers for the Thursday Seminar are confirmed. 
Gary and Jared Aborjena of the Western chapter will present and all day seminar in two parts: The 
evolution of tree climbing  Past to Present in the morning session and Single Rope Technique for Ascent 
and Work positioning  in the afternoon session. 
A promotional newsletter article was produced to inform the Chapter members. 
Web site forms and information has been posted detailing the event on the Chapters web site. All of last 
year’s sponsors have been called and either spoken with or left a message about this year’s event . To my 
knowledge no comitments or registrations have been made. At least one if not two e-mail blasts have 
been sent by John.  A registration for the event is now open via the web site.  
Saturday Feb. 22. The TTCC site set up Team consisted of Myself, Head Judge Guy Leblanc, Nevic 
Donnelly, Vincent DeBrock and two of his best climbers , along with 4 time past TTCC champion 
Nicolas Martinez, Cooper  Egan? And Kelly Eby formed the tree preparation team and managed to trim 
three Live Oaks and one Cedar Elm in Landa Park in preparation for the Saturday events and an 
additional six trees in Cypress Bend park  for the preliminary events.  Not counting Kelly, since she is a 
City employee the eight man crew worked a total of 56 man hours which I estimate an in kind value of 
$4760.00 of donated tree work. The two sites are ready for event set up scheduled for May 15th prior to 
the event. 
CEU’s have been approved by Misti and sign in sheets for the CEU’s have been received. 
The Arbor Master Champions prize package has been applied for as in past years. 
Other details are being accomplished as the event grows closer. 
For John, I did not see an insurance application in the book sent to me from the December retreat as there 
was last year. I will need that or a similar form to request the normal Insurance for the event. We will 
need to get this done in a timely manner so we can provide the City of New Braunfels with certificates 
naming them as additionally insured as is the S.O.P.  
Vincent has made contact with a chain saw carver and details of his inclusion into the Saturday mix is 
being worked out.  
A flier advertising the event has been produced and will be distributed. Kelly produced a PSA for the 
event and a booth registration form for other non-profit tree minded organizations to participate in the 
Saturday Tree Fair. 
Overall the Event seems to be on track and shaping up to be one of the best ever TTCC events.  
Please find attached copies of these documents along with my take on the 2015/2016 ISA conference and 
the decoupling of the ITCC with an analysis and recommendation for the 2016 conference and ITCC. 
Miguel Pastenes and Vicente Pena are registered to represent the Texas Chapter at the NATCC to be held 
April 4-6. I have applied to the Judging team. So far, I do not know what my capacity will be at the 
NATCC.  
If there are questions from the Board I will do my best to be available on cell # 972-877-0358 when the 
TTCC and other competition related events are discussed. 
We Shall Gather at the River 
Respectfully, 
Kevin Bassett 
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Decoupling 2015/2016 
 
Texas Chapter  ISA Board and ISA/ ITCC Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
As the Texas Chapter TTCC Chair and the liaison to the 2016 ITCC I have been asked by the current 
President of the ISAT and the President –Elect to present an opinion on when /where the ITCC should be 
held in Texas in 2016. I am sure that many of you have also struggled with the decoupling of the ISA 
conference and the ITCC for 2015 in Florida and 2016 in Texas. It is my understanding that this move 
was asked for by the ITCC committee based on safety due to the heat extremes these two areas 
commonly experience in July and August when the Conference and ITCC is normally held. Having 
worked in a warm area for over 30 years I can say that working in hot conditions can be a challenge but 
we do not consider heat to be a major threat to the health and safety of our workers. If we did, we would 
not work at all. Warm weather climbers have simply learned how to take care of their bodies during the 
summer heat just as Cold weather climbers have adapted to working in very cold temperatures. Each 
extreme presents its challenges to the Arborists who are working outdoors. Regardless the decision has 
been made to decouple the two events and now we must deal with the issues presented as to timing of the 
2016 ITCC in Texas and the 2015 ITCC in Florida.  
It has been suggested that Florida and Texas agree on a common time of the year to host the event. It has 
come to my attention that there is a great divide between us. I have been told that Florida would favor a 
Spring ITCC in 2015. I can understand that because the Fall is hurricane season in that part of the world. 
In North Texas, our most volatile season is the Spring . We have tried different times to hold our event 
and the March - April timing has proven to be the most problematic by far. In recent years we have held 
the TTCC event in the third week of May. While we are always at risk for damaging thunderstorms and 
tornados,  this timing has worked well for us. Our very best weather season is late October or possibly 
early November. If I had to make a judgment for the best time for us to host this event it would be the 
third week of October just before Halloween. I also believe that timing would work well for Florida as 
that is the very end of the hurricane season and the ITCC could be held at that time in Florida as well. 
This timing avoids the hot months and works around the volatile periods each of our areas experience. I 
am aware that there are many other factors to consider as every chapter has its own idea on when their 
competition is best scheduled. It seems that regardless of the date chosen there will inevitably be 
someone who does not like it because of interference with Chapter activities or other factors unknown to 
me.  
The Texas Chapter conference is normally held in October. If I am not mistaken a long term agreement is 
in place for the City of Waco to host this important annual event for Texas Arborist’s.  The ITCC event 
could possibly compliment this event.  I think the pluses of a Late October ITCC in Texas far outweigh 
the negatives. Plus it could also provide additional educational activities as well by having the Chapter 
conference in concert with the ITCC. If we cannot come to an agreement on any dates in the late October 
early November time frame and the Spring is selected  as the ITCC Event timing then I would suggest 
that the ITCC should look at a date after May 1 for Texas. Bear in mind some traditional American dates 
such as Mother’s day and Memorial Day must be avoided. An attempt to hold the ITCC before May 1 in 
the early Spring is very risky. An early Spring event would also be very close to the timing of the 
NATCC event assuming it would be held about the same time as this year’s event in California April 4-6. 
The ITCC dates for 2015 and 2016 seem s to work best timed in the Late Fall when all factors are 
considered.   I have heard no concrete proposals as to what else the ISA /ITCC want to do as far as 
educational opportunities.  It could be nothing more than the competition as was the case with the 2013 
NATCC in New Jersey. Or, the 2011 NATCC was in conjunction with a North American conference 
since the ISA conference was in Australia that year. Class room Seminars and Trade Show on the ISA 
conference model was the solution in 2011. My question to everyone is what kind of an event are we 
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building? If it’s a conference Trade Show then joining ITCC with the ISAT in the Fall 2016 works best 
for Texas and maybe for the ITCC as well.  
If our current commitment to the WACO convention Center is set then we might have to look at using 
one of the sites in WACO for the ITCC site. Or if the ISAT Conference can easily change the meeting 
site to Fort Worth then the Trinity Park site can be used in the October – November time frame. The 
other problem for a May event in Fort Worth is May Fest. Melinda Adams will need to advise us as to the 
use of Trinity Park during the month of May.  We will need to reserve these Parks soon to even be 
assured that we can even move forward. I have not closely considered and evaluated the Waco tree 
possibilities from an ITCC point of view. It has been a number of years since the TTCC was held in 
Waco. If we were looking at a Waco site then Andrew Hordyke or someone from the ITCC would need 
to meet with me to look at the tree possibilities in Waco. Just as Mr.Scott  Prophett did for Trinity Park 
when he was the ITCC Chair.  The final question as far as combining the ITCC with the ISAT conference 
would be in relation to capacity, # of Hotel rooms etc. I guess that all depends on how many extra people 
the ITCC would add to the current ISAT attendance.  
 I think it is an exciting challenge for all of us to be able to Architect or produce a model for an 
ITCC/Chapter collaboration for future competitions such as the NATCC , the ETCC and the APTCC and 
even the ITCC . Remember this is not a permanent solution but rather a trial. None the less decisions 
need to be made.  It is already 2014 and time is getting more critical. This is especially true for our 
friends in Florida. No matter what, we all need to know the answers to three questions: What are we 
going to do? When we going to do it? Where we going to hold it? Once we all agree on these basics the 
details can be filled in. I think the Texas Chapter should draft an invitation to the ISA & ITCC to have 
the ITCC in conjunction with the ISAT conference, educational opportunities and Outdoor Field day.  To 
be held in either Waco or Fort Worth Wednesday October 19th through Saturday October 22, 2016. The 
location would depend on the current ISAT commitment to the Waco Convention Center and the 
approval of a new site in Waco agreeable to the ITCC committee. At this point I would lobby for a 
substantial counter proposal from the ISA/ITCC. I would encourage our friends in Florida to consider 
doing the same in 2015 at about the same time just a year earlier. I am ignorant of any plan the Florida 
Chapter may have put forward in regard to the decoupling issue they are facing for 2015.  
In summation: The ISA conference in August 2016 in Fort Worth would be educational sessions and ISA 
meetings with an Indoor Trade Show.  No ITCC but there is the possibility of a climber demonstration 
stage / Climber’s Corner at the Indoor Trade Show.  The ITCC would be held in concert with the 2016 
ISAT conference in late October with an Outdoor Field Day. This is the best I can come up with as a 
recommendation and the best solution for Texas and the ITCC, in my humble opinion. 
Once again, Lets gather at the river. Just let me know -which river when.  
Trinity or Brazos?  Fall or Spring?   I’m  ALL In - either way - 100% 
Respectfully, 
Kevin Bassett 
TTCC Chair – ITCC Chapter Liaison  
 
Note to ISA T Board if you want to forward this on to the ISA/ITCC  please do so. I will not send it to 
the ITCC or the ISA without your review agreement and approval. I suggest you decide the main points 
and make a motion for the Chapter to make a proposal to the ISA and the ITCC as outlined in the 
Summary above. 
Kevin Bassett 
Prepared for the March 7, 2014 ISAT Board Meeting – March 1, 2014 
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ISAT Educational Events Committee Call 
Notes 
 
Date: 03/19/14 
Location: Conference Call 
Called by: Vincent Debrock, Educational Events Committee Chair 
Present: Vincent Debrock, Nevic Donnelly, Lara Schuman, Markus Smith, Paul Johnson, Jim Dossett, 
John Giedraitis, Susan Henson, Orlando De La Garza, Kevin Bassett 
Absent:  
  
Agenda Topics  
1. Commercial Master Series 

Dr. Ali will be in Houston on March 25 and March 27 in Austin. Registration is still live. Lee Mangun 
from ArborJet will be an exhibitor in Austin for $450. Misti has the TNLA CEU’s. 46 have registered 
for Austin (max - closed) and 22 for Houston (closes online on Wed. March 26th will take at door). 
Jim, Nevic and Mickey will help with travel plans. Monday, March 24 Mickey will pick AD up at the 
airport and take him to the site. Nevic Donnelly and Jim Dorsett will be meeting AD for dinner 
at the Hilton Garden Inn NW Willowbrook and will get him to the Houston venue on Tuesday 
morning (one hour before the start). Tuesday, March 25 after the event, Jim will drive AD to 
the Courtyard Austin South on South IH 35 in Austin. Wednesday, March 26 Jim or Nevic will 
drive AD to the Wildflower Center so he can scope it out. Thursday, March 27 Nevic/Jim? will 
get AD to the Wildflower Center one hour before the workshop starts and will shuttle him to 
the airport when it is time for him to leave. 

2. Municipal Specialist 
Paul reported that Jeri days that it can be held in six hours with three instructors this summer – one 
from SMA. Paul, Susan and Lara will continue to explore options. 

3. TRAQ 
John reported that David Vaughn will host the San Antonio TRAQ for April 21, 22 and 23. Ed Dolphin 
will host in Houston on April 24-26 at the TFS office in Conroe. Skip Kincaid will instruct. Limited to 
20 per location. Registration closes the 21st for San Antonio and March 24th for Conroe. To 
date: 18 San Antonio, 6 Conroe. What is the minimum we need to break even at Conroe? 

4. TTCC Pre-competition workshop 
May 15, 2014. Jared and Gary Abrojena will teach at the workshop in Cypress Bend Park. They will 
cover tree climbing systems in the morning and SLT in the afternoon. Kevin will get information to 
John for registration. 

5. Tree Climbing Workshops 
11 participated on March 5th rain date. 

6. Certified Tree Worker Class/Test 
Nevic reported that he has contacted Jim Carse for a UT Austin test this summer. Need date by 
beginning of May for July classes. 

7. Aerial Lift Specialist 
Markus has spoken with Jim Carse and will meet to discuss 

8. ArborJet and Rainbow Workshops 
Will discuss at the Board meeting next week and look at policy on event sponsorship. 

 
Next Conference Call: Wed. March 19, 2014, 3 PM.  
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