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Three jurors in the Treaty Oak
trial said Friday that their hardest
job was trying to compromise on a
sentence for Paul Stedman Cullen,
who received a nine-year prison
term but could have gotten up to 99
years.

“There were those who thought,
‘It’s just a tree,’ and others who
thought the issue is not it was just a
tree, but it was a crime against so-
ciety,” said juror Sally Harris.

“We had a real split decision in
the very beginning,” she said. Some
of the 12 jurors wanted to assess a
five-year sentence with no fine,
while others wanted at least 40
years and the maximum $10,000
fine.

“There were some who did not
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want to come down lower than, say,
20 years, and some didn’t want to
go any higher than five,” she said.

The jury closed the gap, and af-
ter almost five hours of delibera-
tions agreed on nine years and a
$1,000 fine.

“We were trying to be responsi-
ble to Paul, but we were also trying
to be responsible to society,” Har-
ris said.

Another juror, Carolynne Kay
Krueger, said, “We did what was
best for Paul and what was best for
the crime he committed.

“He’s already had four convic-
tions,” she said. “He needs to real-
ize that what he did was wrong,
because a wrong was done.”

Cullen was convicted of poison-
ing Treaty Oak by pouring the
herbicide Velpar around the centu-
ries-old live oak early last year. Be- .
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Jurors wrestled with sentence
Value of the Treaty Oak called vital factor in Cullen sentence

cause he has been imprisoned
previously, he faced up to life or 99
years in prison.

Testimony at the trial indicated
Cullen poisoned the tree as part of
an occult ritual in which he was
trying to rid himself of love for a
woman and protect the same wom-
an. Cullen also was described m
testimony as trying to “get even”
with the state because of prison
work he had done planting and
tending crops and trees.

Asked her opinion of Cullen,
Krueger said, “I just think he's a
very different person from what
I'm normally exposed to. He’s got
some problems he needs to deal
with.”

Krueger said she thought Cullen,
by poisoning the tree, was “reach-
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“ment” ‘that was offered in the' . ro 3 2
El;a bargain, Earle said. “The *
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_law needs.to be changed to al- '

TF
uf’*

‘ go through
mﬂ: the trial. T think he liked
" ‘the attention.”
. % Earle said the plea bargain
“wwould have required Cullen to
work on environmental projects
while in jail; and perform com-
munity service work on more
seavironmental projects while
; tbn ‘was on probation. ;
"“The jury was not allowed to
._faﬁpu the kind- of pumlh-

pening with the environment in
genarnl &

“What we are doing to our
own house, 80 to speak, is pret-
ty senseless.

“And what this guy did was
pretty senseless. The closer we
got to him and what he did, the
more senseless both the act and
he seemed to be, and that is a

pretty apt description of what
al!oflu are doing to our envi-.

things there weren't logical ex-
planations for.

“"Why would a person harm
something that was this beauti-
ful, and was a living thing, and
didn’t relate to his life in any
way except that he could use it
as a symbol of destruction?”

Another juror, who asked not
to be identified, said, “It was
momtiun;ust:treetoma It
- didn't have a lot of intrinsic val-

low W ﬂanb;hty in sens. 3 §
83 ',‘éonmunn!oﬁ-;eu]hh":i er-
s thmkt.ht“’t.hejurydfdthe -at the prison: s !m
; “very best. thnt:hwcould with  than the occult reasons cited
-+ what they had.” % during the" trial because it
: Enhmdhathmkat.hapo: “‘seemed to be more logical.”
soning of Treaty Oak “in some - “And I think all of us were o
way is reflective of what's hap- * trying to find logical reasons for ;:.\

Paul Stedman Cullen received & 8--
year tarm but could have gotten Up
to 98 years.

ue just because it was Treaty
Oak. It was life. It wasn't hu-
man life, but it was life.

“I wish my family and I had
had an opportunity to enjoy it
before it was destroyed.

“It was a beautiful tree.”
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‘;.:Ex-convict sentenced
‘in Treaty Oak case

ASSOCIATED PRESS

T AUSTIN — The jury which
‘Wednesday night found ex-convict
Paul Stedman Cullerrguilty of poi-
-soning the historic Treaty Oak in
an occult ritual decided Thursday
"night that he should be sentenced
“to nine years in prison.
Cullen’s attorney, Terry Kirk of
~Austin, said his client wanted to
appeal the sentence. But Kirk said
he was ecstatic about it.
< “I'm pleased, but I'm not really
surprised because this is Austin,
my hometown,” Kirk said. ‘'This
jury balanced the value of the Trea-
ty Oak with the value of a human
being.” )

Jury deliberations began after
Cullen’s father, retired Air Force
Col. Paul Cullen Sr. of Lawton,
Qkla., and sister, Elizabeth Love of
.Plano, as well as an elderly friend,
pleaded for leniency.

“He's been the kindest person,
ever,” the friend, 88-year-old Cora
Pearson, of Elroy, said.

Love, who sobbeéd as she testi-
fied to her brother’s character, de-
scribed him as a “kind and com-
passionate person. I've never
knowr him to harm a living thing
excep! himself.” ,

Culen, 46, described by his own
deferse lawyers as a "loser,” faced
life ir prison due to a prior burglary
convction.

Msistant District Attorney LaRu
Weody said the poisoning of the
treewas a very “'strange act, a very
Dizare act that makes it perhaps
ever, more frightening” than a vio-

lent aime against a person.

. Shesaid Cullen had served pris-
‘on time in Richmond, Va., and

. ~Texas and had been convicted of

‘possession of marijuana in Califor-
.pia and drunk driving in Texas. -
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Tree Trial -
Nears End

BY SHAWN MALONE

lsdwsmze skeymmessmmc’frea:y
Oak trial credible? If Paul Cullen is
guilty of poisoning the tree, should he be
sentenced to prison for life? These and
other questions are being considered in
this, the second week of Cullen’s wrial on
. criminal mischief charges.
; - Without Cindy Blaco, this trial might
never have taken place. She befriended
Cullen, accepted an offer to let him drive
‘her 1o and from the regular medical visits
.they made to their clinic, and was puzzled
at first by his interest in news reports afier
the Memorial Day weekend last year; the
reports said the century-old landmark tree
was showing signs of poisoning.
= ;Blaco approached police and agreed to
‘Wear A concealed microphone and..
transmitter, 5o that police could secredy
tape her next conversation with Cullen.
-On-thetape played for j jurors last Friday,
Cullen talks about poisoning the tree.
Blaco also testified that he had told her he
poisoned the tree to help him forgeta
woman: “When he saw the ree dying; he
would feel his love for Suzanne dymg,
;she said.
© Thanks to Blaco’s cooperauon, pohcc
‘arrested Cullen 10 months ago. She
‘testified last week that when she heard of
< his arrest, she called to warn his lawyers
that he would suffer methadone o
ixn thdrawal if he were not provided with |
tinuing doses of the drug. She says it
‘was guilt that compelled her 10 lie to the -
lawyers about her motive for coopcmung i
‘with police — she brought up hot check - |
‘charges that had been brought against her.
Shc told three of Cullen’s lawyers at two _:
. ‘separate meetings that she was motivated =
- by fear that if she refused 1o cooperate’ ¢
with prosecutors on the Treaty Oak case,
‘zhey would file charges.” In coam, she i
» retracied the story. .
% Defense lawyers also tosk ancther k
to cast doubt on Blaco's testimony: - :
reward money. Blaco has estified 1o =
receiving $500 of the more than 510,000
in reward money offered afier the Treaty
. Oak poisoning atracied atisagion.  ©
.. & . Blaco watified sbout occult rinals
“* deseribed in Hbrary books' < books ¢
Cullen was reading. She tegtifled abowt “5
seeing the herbicide Vel Ipar inthebadof .
Cullen’s pickup truck (Velpar was ;x}nred
around the base of ’freaiy Caky.
& If the jury does convict, there remains
thcx;uesnon of punishment. Because of

o kfe in prison. Some potential jurors

were-excused before the jury was

{mpaneled because they doubied they

could choose such 2 strict punishment for

feee crime. At lastone chuld
m has made his plea bargain,

m@éiﬁzg time, and was released — alf

during the ronths Cullen has been

iz trial i begin

The sl ezt this week.
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Treaty Oak
witness tells
of watching
men at tree

By Jim Phillips
wimStstgsmw Staft

A surprise defense witness testi-
fied Tuesday that she saw two men
other than Paul Stedman Cullen
pouring several jugs of liquid
around the base of Treaty Oak at
about the time the landmark tree
was poisoned with liquid herbicide.

“Defense. attorneys rested their
case late Tuesday without calling
Cullen to the stand. The jury is ex-
pected to begin deliberating Cul-
len’s guilt or. innocence sometime
today.

The surprise witness, Wanda
Garcia, testified late in a series of
17 defense Wwitnesses who repre-
sented an effort to cast doubt on
the state’s claim that Cullen poi-
soned the tree as part of an occult
ritual.

Carcia said she was walking past
the centuries-old tree in the 500
block of Baylor Street in February
or March 1989 when she saw the
men pouring a substance around
Treaty Oak. She said the men were
not city employees, and said
neither man was Cullen.

She said she never called police,
prosecutors or Austin park officials
after the poisoning became known
and Cullen was arrested in June.
Garcia said she told her attorney in
August what she had seen, but nev-
er reported the incident in part be-
cause she had numerous personal
problems last year.

When asked whether Cullen was
one of the men, Garcia had the de-
fendant stand, take off his coat and
turn sideways before she sgid she
was certain he was not one of the
people zhe saw.

Assistant District Attorney Kent
Anschutz asked G if she |
“nracticed that line-up fiasco” be-
fore her testimony, which Garcia
denied.

Garcia said about five empty
buckets were strewn about the
grass around Treaty Oak as the
men were pouring the liquid. At

one point she said the men were
spplying poison, but did not say

ow she knew what was in the
;{iﬁﬁi&iﬁé%‘

{ The last defense wilness was
Ges Wilnsss, BS

i

[ -
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Witness surprises court
with Treaty Oak testimony

Continued from B1

Cullen’s father, Paul . Cullen, who
testified that he had made a sign
réading “Apollyon and the Wheel,”

_ which his son had hung in the rear

of his pickup. Prosecutors had
mentioned the sign several times in
arieffort to link Cullen to occult be-
liefs or witchcraft. Apollyon was
the name given to the angel of the
bottomless pit in the Book of Reve-
lation, and the name has since be-
come synonymous with the devil.

i:“The senior Cullen, a 30-year
Army retiree, said he made the sign
and placed it in his windshield as a
joke, but said the joke apparently
was lost on the residents of Law-
ton, Okla., where he lives.

“I took it out, I guess, after a
conversation with a chaplain,” he
testified. He said he offered the
sign to his son, who said “We'll try
the joke down there” in Austin.

len is accused of pouring Hg-
par, a herbicide used to kill
hardwood trees, around the live

A state witness, Cindy Blaco,
said Cullen told her he was trying

to perform an occult ritual. After

Blaco went to police, she secretly
recorded a conversation in which
Cullen discussed poisoning the
tree.

Defense attorneys, who have
suggested Cullen was lying to try to
impress Blaco, called a number of
witnesses Tuesday who testified
that Cullen was not interested in
the occult but was given to telling
outrageous lies.

Other defense witnesses were
put on the stand to show that Blaco
might have been motivated by the
rewards offered for sclving the
case, or by jealousy over a relation-
ship Cullen had with another
woman.

District Judge Bob Perkins
would not allow the jury to hear
two - witnesses from Baytown,
where a historical live oak and an-
other nearby oak have been poi-
soned with Velpar. The defense
was trving to suggest that those
trees were poisoned by the same
peraon who poisoned Treaty Osk,
and were poisoned after Cullen was
already jailed in Austin.
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State rests its case
in Treaty Oak trial

Continued from B1

tree, in part, to protect Coers from
an Indian. Blaco also said Cullen
told her he obtained several of
Coers’ belongings to use in a ritual
that included placing the articles in
a “magic circle” he had made with
Velpar.

Blaco concluded her testimony
Monday saying she agreed to se-
cretly tape a conversation with
Cullen “because a wrong has been
done e and it needs to be

When the defense cross-exam-
ined Blaco, Jenkins tried to suggest
she made the tape in an effort to
collect $11,000 in reward money.
Blaco received $500 from the Cri-
mestoppers tip program but the
$11,000 has not been distributed.
The defense also attempted to
show that Cullen was attracted to
Blaco and was claiming ¢ have
poisonied Treaty sk to impress
her.

“He was turning this loneliness
10 Suzanne (Coers), not me,” Blaco
said.

Also Monday, prosecutors had a
librarian read a portion of a book
titled The Black Arts that details
occult practices. Blaco testified
that Cullen had read the book.

The portions that were. read
Monday referred to drawing circles.
around powerful plants before dig-
ging them up, and to a Biblical de-
mon named Apollyon.

The jury had been shown pic-
tures of Cullen’s truck that incﬁd-
ed a sign he had in his rear
windshield that read, “Apollyon at
the Wheel.”

Apollyon, from a word meaning
“to destroy,” was a name given to
the angel of the bottomless pit in
the book of Revelation. The name
has since become another name for
the devil.

In & jailhouse interview with the
Austin American-Statesman in De-
cember, Cullen was asked why he
had the sign.

"“That has a very simple explana-
uon,” he said, but he would not re-
veal the explanation. “Not right
aow.” be said. “To do so would put
the explanation in the hands of the
prasecution.”

Cullen’s attorneys would not say
Monday whether they expect Cul-
len to testify.

Cullen faces up to life in prison if
he is convicted of the criminal mia-
chief charge for which he is being
tried.
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