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City worker Jeft Gatlin pru

nes limbs fram Treaty Qak as crews
Wn removing dead branches. Only one major imb system of

the once-'majestlc't‘ree could be sav
poisoning of the soll In a sacred place,’ a tree expert said
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ed. ‘What we've had isthe
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,_Pbisoned Treaty Oak loses limbs  [iECEM

1l

By Jim Phillips
American-Statesman Staft

: o the background buzz of
~ chain saws slicing dead

limbs, those who tried to
save Treaty Oak and those who
will try to make fitting use of
the brittle wood gathered Mon-

. day under the once-majestic

tree to watch as some of na-
ture's best work was destroyed.

Hundreds of limbs were cut
off and gently lowered to the
ground, where they were sealed
with liquid paraffin, measured,
marked, inventoried and
stacked.

Almost two years after the
deliberate poisoning of the
‘landmark live oak was discov-
ered, the grim work that had

" been anticipated for several

months was almost completed
by afternoon.

~s0 it can continue as a living shrine

Unprecedented efforts to

" treat the tree, eliminate or

counteract the poison and pam-
per the struggling limbs had re-
gulted in the saving of one
major limb system, which is ex-
pected to live indefinitely. The
remainder is dead, killed by the
herbicide Velpar in what was
believed to be an occult ritual
performed by a man now serv-
ing a nine-year prison sentence.

“Well, we've done the best we
could,” said Tom Perry, a
North Carolina State Universi-
ty tree expert who was called in
by Dallas billionaire H. Ross
Perot to try to save Treaty
Oak. ) ‘

“We hauled the poisoned soil
away, we tried to water it with
sprinklers . . . people have
tried all their different kinds of

Sea Treaty, A8
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Eric Nielsen, 8, énd his mother, Lisa, watch city
crews remove dead wood from Treaty Oak.
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- Treaty Oak loses its

poisoned branches
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Continued from A1

folk medicine, including crystals,”
Perry said. “And, we've been part-
ly successful. The tree undoubted-
ly would be dead if we’d done
nothing. But, we had one awful
dose of poison in a small area that
was sufficient for hundreds of
trees.”

Asked how he felt watching the
work, Perry replied: “Pensive.”

“What we've had is the poison-
ing of the soil in a sacred place.
We've had to go out and rob anoth-
er ecosystem to replace that soil.
Hopefully, this will remain a place
that is treasured by the people of
Texas.”

Thousands of people have visit-
ed or written to the tree since the
poisoning became worldwide news
in 1989. As recently as last month,
people were still hanging notes on
the wire that surrounds Treaty
Oak.

“Dear Treaty,” a note from
April 13 begins, “We drove all the
way from Houston, and since you
look 80 sad I thought I’'d blow you a
get-well kiss.” There follows a col-
ored imprint of a person’s lips.

“It’s a very interesting commen-
tary on humanity in the 1990s, the
things that have gone on here,”
Perry said. He recounted the story
that Paul Stedman Cullen killed
the tree in part to rid himself of
love for a woman, and said, “That
sounds pretty wild in itself, but
then you have people bringing
chicken soup and quartz crystals.

“I even feel sorry for the poor
devil that is in jail for this.” Cullen
was sentenced to nine years in
prison. He was denied parole in
March.

Everyone involved in the saga
“did the best that they knew how.
They were all worshiping trees,
even the guy that poisoned it,”
Perry said.

‘“They recognized that we're de-
stroying the habitat that we live in,
and the destruction of this tree is
symbolic of the loss of that habitat,
and that scares them. Our lives
really depend on keeping- places
like that.”

Recalling that the plot of land
that contains Treaty Oak was pur-
chased as a park by the city in 1937
after a statewide fund-raising ef-
fort. Perry said, “One of the sut-
comes uf this event is that people
il try to emulate the people of
the 19308 and save pieces of land
‘nat are precious, rather than drill
a bunch of little holes down Con-

Staff file photo
Paul Stedman Cullen is serving a
nine-year prison sentence for poi-
soning Treaty Oak with herbicide.

gress Avenue” for new trees that
Perry does not think will survive.

Representatives of Texas Kiln
Products, a Smithville business
that will dry the larger pieces of
Treaty Oak, watched the project
and gave advice on where to cut
the limbs, as did James Poppell, a
Belton artist who works with
wood.

“I'd like to turn a real nice piece
of this, something that would go
back to the history of it, like an In-
dian pottery shape,” Poppell said.

“As an artist, I see the tree dif-
ferently than the guys from the
sawmill. I'm looking for unique
features of the tree. I can read the
inner grain by looking at the bark.”

Poppel! said he is keeping his
eye on one limb that has a 90-de-
gree bend in it, which would nor-
mally be cut in the middle of the
bend to get the most wood out of it.

“As an artist, I'd cut it on either
side to try to save that strong 90-
degree grain, and try to feature
that” in a sculpture.

“I want to show people that it’s
not the end of Treaty Oak, it's be-
ginning a new life. Hopefully, there
will be some pieces around for fu-
ture generations to see.

“I'd rather not be here, but since
Dam [ want 1o see that thev save
what's left as best as possible.”
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City worker Jeff Gatiin prunes limbs from Treaty Oak as crews
begin removing dead branches. Only one major limb system of

the once-majestic tree could be sav
polsoning of the soil ’In a sacred piace,’ a tree expert said.

<
Staff’photos by Larry Kotvoord

ed. ‘What we've had isthe

Poisoned Treaty Oak lbses limbs |

s0 it can continue ‘as a living shrine

By Jim Phillips
American-Statesman Staff

o the background buzz of

chein saws slicing dead

limbs, those who tried to
save Treaty Oak and those who
will try to make fitting use of
the brittle wood gathered Mon-
day under the once-majestic
tree to watch as some of na-
ture's best work was destroyed.

Hundreds of limbs were cut
off and gently lowered to the
ground, where they were sealed
with liquid paraffin, measured,
marked, inventoried and
stacked.

Almost two years after the
deliberate poisoning of the
jlandmark live nak was discov-
ered, the grim work that had
been anticipated for several
months was almost completed
by afternoon.

Unprecedented efforts to
treat the tree, eliminate or
counteract the poison and pam-
per the struggling limbs had re-
sulted in the saving of one
mejor limb system, which is ex-
pected to live indefinftely. The
remainder is dead, killed by the
herbicide Velpar in what was
believed to be an occult ritual
performed by a man now serv-
ing a nine-year prison sentence.

“Well, we've done the best we
could,” said Tom Perry, a
North Carolina State Universi-
ty tree expert who was called in
by Dallas billionaire H. Ross
Perot to try to save Treaty
Qak.

“We hauled the poisoned soil
away, we tried to water it with
sprinklers . . people have
iried all their different kinds of

See Tresty, A6
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Eric Nielsen. 5, and his mother, Lisa, watch city

crews remove dead wood from Treaty Oak.
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Continued from A1
folk medicine, including crystals,”
Perry said. “And, we've been part-
ly successful. The tree undoubted-
ly would be dead if we'd done
nothing. But, we had one awful
dose of poison in a small area that
was sufficient for hundreds of
trees.”

Asked how he felt watching the
work, Perry replied: “Pensive.”

“What we've had is the poison-
ing of the soil in & sacred place.
We've had to go out and rob anoth-
er ecosystem to replace that soil.
Hopefully, this will remain a place
that ig treasured by the people of
Texas.” !

Thousands of people have visit-
ed or written to the tree since the
poisoning became worldwide news
in 1989. As recently as last month,
people were still hanging notes on
the wire that surrounds Treaty
Oak.
“Dear Treaty,” a note from
April 13 begins, “We drove all the
way from Houston, and since you
look so sad I thought I'd blow youa
get-well kiss.” There follows a col-
ored imprint of a person’s lips.

“It’s a very interesting commen-
tary on humanity in the 1990, the
things that have gone on here,”
Perry said. He recounted the story
that Paul Stedman Cullen killed
‘the tree in part to rid himself of
love for a woman, and said, “That
sounds pretty wild in itself, but
then you have people bringing
chicken soup and quartz crystals.

“I even feel sorry for the poor
devil that is in jail for this.” Cullen
was sentenced to nine years in
prison. He was denied parole in
March.

Everyone involved in the saga
“did the best that they knew how.
They were all worshiping trees,
even the guy that poisoned it,”
Perry said.

“They recognized that we're de-
stroying the habitat that we live in,
and the destruction of this tree is
symbolic of the loss of that habitat,

“and that scares them. Our lives
really depend on keeping places
like that.”

Recalling that the plot of land
that contains Treaty Oak was pur-
chased as a park by the city in 1937
after a statewide fund-raising ef-
fort, Perry said, “One of the out-
comes of this event is that people
will try to emulate the people of
the 1930s and save pieces of land
that are precious, rather than drill
a bunch of little holes down (on.

45
Staff file photo
Paul Stedman Cullen Is serving a
nine-year prison sentence for pol-
soning Treaty Oak with herbicide.

gress Avenue” for new trees that
Perry does not think will survive.

Representatives of Texas Kiln
Products, a Smithville business
that will dry the larger pieces of
Treaty Oak, watched the project
and gave advice on where to cut
the limbs, as did James Poppell, a
Belton artist who works with
wood.

“I'd like to turn a real nice piece
of this, something that would go
back to the history of it, like an In-
dian pottery shape,” Poppell said.

“As an artist, I see the tree dif-
ferently than the guys from the
sawmill. I'm looking for "unique
features of the tree. I can read the
inner grain by looking at the bark.”

Poppell said he is keeping his
eye on one limb that has a 90-de-
gree bend in it, which would nor-
mally be cut in the middle of the
bend to get the most wood out of it.

“As an artist, I'd cut it on either
side to try to save that strong 90-
degree grain, and try to feature
that” in a sculpture.

“I want to show people that it's
not the end of Treaty Oak, it’s be-
ginning a new life. Hopefully, there
will be some pieces around for fu-
fure generations to see,

“Pd rather not be here, but since
I am, [ want 1o see that they save
what's left as hest as possible.”
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Ldviéfbbnd ~‘fsr'ought
for Treaty Oak suspect

] The attorney for the man indict-

ed in the poisoning of the historic

fTreaty Oak filed a motion in-dis-

#rict court Wednesday asking that .
‘bail for his client be reduced from.
1$20,000 to $5,000, Dallas attorney
{Richard C. Jenkins said the origi-
inal bail set when Paul Stedman
iCullen, 45, who was arrested June
129, was excessive. Cullen is charged
‘with felony criminal mischief. A
éihearmg for the bond reduction is
fscheduled Sept. 22 before State

iDistrict Judge Bob Perkins. | ~--*
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Maximum under law

I was disgusted to read your editoria! Aug.
21 regarding the punishment of the man re-

. sponsible for killing the Treaty Oak. Sure, if
¢ the incarcerated man is not the one who

killed the free, he should indeed be set free.
However, if he is the one who committed
this heinous offense, he should receive the
maximum sentence allowed by law. These
are the kind of crimes for which maximum
sentences are reserved.

You attempt to garner sympathy from

Tuesday, Augustk 29, 1989

L R
ey
'fll

your readers by stating the individual re-
sponsible is & human being with an emo-
tional problem, and that treatment is more
appropriate than a long prison term. You
tell your readers not to lose sight that the
tree is not a human life. By these remarks,
you indicate that we should place greater
importance on the life of this individual
than on the tree itself. Hogwash.
I say the life of this individual is not wor-
thy of rehabilitative opportunities.
DAVID CHEVERERE
6603 Shoal Creek Blvd.
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At least flve months after It was poisoned with & herbiclde, Treaty Oak re-

mains a tavorite stop for passers-by, Experts are now taking cuttings of the

City clips Treaty Oak to foster offspring

By Jim Phillips
American-Statesman Statf

Cuttings of Treaty Oak will be
taken todav in hopes they mav be
nurtured inte oifspring that will
ive on regardless of whether the
centuries-old tree dies from herbi-
~ide poiscnin

Austin {orester John (ie-
craitis said the cuttings are being
taken 50 that “if and when the
Treaty Oak dies, there will be a
progeny, a genetically identical
clone.”

“We are going to try to start 10
or’clis or 20 new Treaty Ozks,” he
said.

The live oak was poisoned with
the herbicide Velpar at least five
months ago and has been strug-
gling W survive by repeatedly cast-
ing off dead ieaves and generating
new {tushes of leaves. The tree be-
gan putting out its fifth set a few
dave ago, but Giedraitis said it
probably would be next spring be-
f¢re the fate of the tree is known

Paui Stedman Cullen. 43, of Ei-
roy. has been charged with criminal
mischief, accused of poisoning the
tree as part of what police said was
aritual. Cullen has a hearing on the
charges Sept. 5,

A tree developed from a cutting

Statf photo by Raiph Barrera

tree so that ‘it and when the Treaty Oak dies, there wili be a progeny, a
geneticaily identical cicne,’ says city forester John Giedraitls.

of Treaty Oak would be different
from a sapling grown from an
acorn of the tree, Giedraitis said,
because scorns have other genetic
characteristics  resulting  from
cross-pollination.

Regsrdiess of whether Treaty
Oak survives the attack, “the tree
16 not going to De what it was,” Gie-
dreitis said. “It's lost too many
twigs for that. It’s not going to be
as thick. It's not going to be as
dense.”

Experts had seid Treaty Oak
could probably put out up to five
sets of leaves before it expended its
energy reserves and died. However,

it now eppears possible that if the
new set of leaves dies, the tree
could produce s sixth flush or could
lie dormant untiMspring.

“We're kind of in uncharted ter-
ritary,” Giedraitis said.

Saitwater was injected into the
tree jast month o try w fush out
the herbicide. The treatment suc-
ceeded in forcing Veipar out of the
trunk and intc the iegves, but it
raay not save Treaty Oak, Giedrai-
tis said.

“It did what we thought it would
do, but we don't know if it did
enough,” he said. “Our treatment
program is pretty much finighed
now."”
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Isn't it ironic or absolutely ludicrous that if you
poison a tree you can be sentenced to jail for at
least a year and maybe ten along with murderers
and rapists and, well, just any type of humanity

¢ that destroys human dignity? No wonder our jails
[ are crowded. Rather, along with a stiff fine, why
} not put the guilty person to work in a nursery or
i~ with a forest ranger so that he can observe the
beauty of trees, the good they do for the environ-
ment and the pleasure they give people. But jail?
L. Maybe someone should read him the poem by
.. Joyce Kilmer, Trees. He could pass his days in
. jail by writing it 5,000 times, )
; LOIS MINER

12203 Wallingstone Drive
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Treaty Oak Not Dead Yet

Dear Louis Black,

Asa local arbonst who helped care for the Treaty
Oak, 1 wish to offer some additional information to
the viewpoint presented by Stephen Redding. 1 met
Stephen on about the fourth-day of his visit, and
aithough I was deeply moved by his commitment to
the tree, 1 wish to point out that a lot of what he said

) lS NOT true. ERS

First there are the small facts such as that city
crews were raking away fallen leaves long before his
arrival; and that the wounds created during the in-
jection process, which 1 assisted with, were FAR less
extensive than the. “‘over 100 holes’’ he mcorc?ctly .
clalm's Just go count them.

". "As:for the auther’s assertion . that Redding was»;

“‘the only arborist attending the tree during his time
‘herel* this is total bullshit. There were quite a f&w,

from.all over Lhe U.S;, including the city's forester, .,

~Yohn Gxedrams who auended {0 the tree with grave
concern, long before Stephen’s arrival, The problem

hese is the very narrow definition of the title ““ar-, .

borist”’ that the author accepts. To say that an ar:
bonst “xs a person who goes into a tree and does’ the
work”” is like saying someone who cleans teeth is a

denust There is obviously so much more to seemg ar
fu'ce **as a complete being”’ as Redding puts it (if

‘that’s at all possible), although this is undeniably an
essential skill. As for Stephen’s membership in ISA’
‘and NAA, anyone cawbecome a member of éither of -
these .organizations simply by paying_the annual
dues. This is a complaint of many local arborists |
koow {even though we are members also, as were
most who tended the tee). Too many NON-
QUALIFIED people use their membership in these
osganizations as proot of qualification. [ am not im-™~

plying that Stephen is one of these people, just that

his. membership doesn’t' qualify him. as or for

ranythmg. lct glonc make him an expert.

B Sy o

Finally, THE TREATY:OAK IS NOT DEAD. |
say that as long as a conslacrable number @f green
leaves remain there is still hope. Perhaps Stephen
was willing to give up hope so quickly because he
had vowed to “‘stay in Austin until the tree died”’ (a
rather. negative view from the start, don’t you
think?). I bear Stephen no ill will. Near the end of
his visit I was one of his sole supporters. But | resent
his FALSE accusations that he was the only arborist
who attended the tree while he was here; that the tree
died in part due to “‘stress caused by ill-informed. ..
treatments’’; and that those who treated the tree
were ‘‘inept scientists who had no respect for the tree
at all.”” And I wish the Chronicle would do those of
us who sweated and fretted over this tree JUST AS
MUCH as Stephen, the justice of a more accurate |,

~account of what we did to try to save it.

. Guy LeBlanc
Owner - Arbor Vllae Tree Care .
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Death of Ancient Trees Leaves a Big Hole for Humans:

ASCHENB, never seen such devastation. It Two months later, she still | thoroughfare, the front trees] are victims of windstorms, iced 400-year-old Treaty Oak. A+ soil, a neutralizing
B’N‘;?J,,.. P‘:;CCH was something I just couldn’t | mourns them. Because of its | shielded the house from traf-| storms, hurricanes, tornadoes, | drifter has been arrested for| been i
Whether it's the historic | comprehend. majestic trees, apecm]lg fic. It's naked now. For the| floods, fires, droughts, dis-| the unique crime. ;mrla band;gm prot
Treaty Oak in its own park in “It was the most depressing | ocaks, she and her husband | first time, Mrs. Marsh says,| eases and developers. B The venerated tree, legend- Cgmmrnfbs, us‘m
Austin, Texas, or the beloved | thing in the world. L hadn't felt | choss this one-scre lot on a | there's trouble with glare.| - Why would anyone “mur- ary site of an Indian treaty- ace wi
. ‘““The trees formed a lovely| der” a tree? In Austin, poten-| signing, is on life-support sys-| trucked in from west

i i . | that way since my husband | countrylike road as the site for 1
lt"x}ilggdt’;s ?ﬁzﬂ;‘g@mﬁ. died ﬂineyyelr! 2go. I grieved chetrtgme in 1953, bower of shade.” tially lethal doses of poison| tems. Fresh earth has| largescreenshields
ton, D.C., dying trees take | for those trees for 2 week.” When the road became a| Every year millions of trees | were poured around the city’s| replaced the contaminated| sun. K
their toll in more than lost . y _‘\,_ —
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leaves, limbs and wood.
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*“Those three oaks have bwn
my life. Don't make me crg
says Mrs. Partridge, proudly
showing off the iowering trees
she has nurtured {or almost 40
years.

The two oaks at either end
of the yard still soar pearly
100 feet, One is more than 200
years old. “Think of it," she

says.

A brutal summer storm, ac-

companied by lightning and
rare downbursts of wind, took
the top out of the middle oak.
All that's left is part of the
ramrod-straight trunk and
two lonely limbs poking sky-
ward.
“This is the tree I'd come
out and hug,” she says, patting
her arms around it, wishing
she could give it some of the
strength for survival that it
had given her during stressful
times.

Years ago, as the mother of
four young children, “I'd come
out on a moonlit night and lean
up against this tree,” she says.
“ 'd draw my strengt.h from
it.

Now some say it's ugly and
should be chopped down,
“Would you give away a child
because it's ugly?” . Par-
tridge asks. “Yow'd love it any-
way.” She prays the deformed
oak will Uve

RS

*

An estimated 3,000 trees
died in the Washin, un areain
the June storm; the region's

reatest iree devastationis  OLD FRIEND — m‘m ukethhoneinxml West Virginia, are _the stuft of happy memories. ., —( National Geogravhic Photo) |
hoods were hit hnrdasf’l‘be L—————~-—- i
v .

off on m_ddt;!or‘ }

llderlkl, curbs, streets or |,
¢ = 4Bt
‘places are likeé pot-bound |
plan can't alz
waynlhbllln”them. Eveﬂ 1
wg‘n the tallést Irées havk
relatively shallow?
situation was
this storm |
averager
tened the

‘”l‘reustmdtng
the Forestry Assotiation’s
Gary A. Moil told National-
Geo rnpme" are:like yoﬁ:

round movln th ;

hod o
Tn néarby Betbesds; )m

§‘

E

t

Wi
sEGdaco e o
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back, ;:Lculomly’:liing
the hoose.

“When I opetéd -tk fromt
door lltenurd.J was o s
state of shock:'I couldn’t
mcve.:ihhx Marsh says. :;:N
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Death of Ancient Trees Leaves a Big Hole for Humans |

are victims of windstortns, iceq ¢00-year-old Treaty Oak.
drifter has bees

By JOY ASCHENBACH
,‘\maul was something [ just couldn't
Whether it's the historic

Treaty Qak i i3 own in} "1t was the most depresing
,\umz. Texas. of the t:l?ved thing in the world [ badn't felt
middie ozk 1 Kathleen Par-| that way since my husband
iridge’s froot yard in Washing- | died nine years ggo. | grieved
ton, D C, dying trees take! [0r those trees for 3 week.”
their toil 1 more thap lost
ieaves, umbs and wood.

x« ®x %

“Those three caks have heeu
my life. Doo’t make me cry,'
says Mrs Partridge, proudly
showing off Lhe towering trees
sbe has nurtured for almost 49
years.

The two caks at either end
of the vard sull soar nearly
100 feet. One ts more than 200
years oid. “Thiak of It,” she
Sa¥s.

A brutal summer
compansed by lightning and
rare do of wind, took
the top out of the middle cak.
All that's left is part of the
ramrod-atraight truak and
two lonely li poking sky-
ward.

“This 13 the tree I'd come
20t and hug.” she says. putting
her arms around i, wishing
sae could give it some of the
strength for survival that it
nad given her during stressful
Lmes.

‘Years ago. as the mother of
four young children, “T'd come
wut o 3 mooalit night and lean
up against this tree.” she s3ys.

I'd draw my strength from
it

Now some say 1t's ugly and

should be chopped down.
‘Would vou give away a child
because 1t's ugly?” . Par-
iridge asks. “You'd jove itany-
way ' She prays the deformed
oak will live.

*
An estumated 3.000 trees

died i the Wasmngon area in
the June storm; region’s
greatest tree devastation in
decades. Some older oeighbor-

never seen such devastation it/ Two mour.h later, sbe sdi}

mourns em.
majesuc Tees, especially the
oaks. she and ber busband
this one-acre lot ot 2
countrylike road as the site foc
their bouse in 1953.
When the road became &

Bacause of its

hoods were mt bardest. The( — —
avengeueevulomdd.
but some were as oid as the
capital city itself, about 200
years.
“Urban trees have a tough
esvironment in which to sur-
vive,” says Willard R. Tikkala
of the American Forestry As-
sociation. Bexides the overall
stress of
uou trea roots are often|’
ed off on ooe tide for ’
s:dewalh.curbl.ltreeuor
desiy

landscaping

Big trees in
places are like pot-bound
plants. roots cag't al-
ways tubnlze themn. Even
some of the tallest trees have
retatively shallow roote. The
situatios was in
this stormn by moeths of above-
average rainfall, which bad
softeped the soil.

“Trees standing in wet soil,”
the Forestry Association’s
Gary A. Mo uM National
Geo nphic. “are like you

& bog, to
knp your hahm with tn
round movili usder
L5 cas lose
hold o

In nearby Bethesds, Md..
eight big caks and rmaples i
Frances Marsh's yard couldn't
aoid on. They toppled ew:
wmch way. o {ront yand
tack, mirscujously missing
the howse.

“When I opened the front
door afterward, [ was in a
state of shock. [ couldn’t
move,” Mra Marsh says. "T'd

thoroughfare, the froot trees.
shieided the house {rom traf-
fic. It's caked pow. For the
{irst tme, Mrs Marsh sayx,
theru s trouble with glare,

"The trees formed a iovely
bower of shade.”
Every year millioas of trees

storms, burricanes,
flood:, fires, droughts, dis-
and devel

arrested for
the unique crime.
The venersted tn'e legend-

Wby would anyone “mer-| ary site of an Indian treaty-

der” & tree? In Austin,
tially lechal doses of poison
were poared aroand the city’s

signing, is ou iife-support sys-
tems. Fresh earth has
replaced the contaminated

owmm—mgmmmnmmmnwmwmm the stuff of hippy memories. -{ Nationsl Geograohic Photo )

L soil, a neutrilizing agent
been (njected into the roots,
burlap bandages protect leaf-

less imbs, and speinkiers cool;

the surface with sp water |

trucked ig from west Texas. A

large screen shields out the bot l

sun.




August 20-August. 26! 1989

e 13
. "h '_ o . D TR v’" )
A tree tragedy
“*
. By LISA BELKIN '
Thisisanwrdermystefy. bouquets and get-well cards
The victim is a tree. at its base.
Not just any tree, but a “I've never seen anything
500-year-old live oak in hkeths,"‘saidJoM

Austin, Texas, which Texans
like to brag is “the most

perfect tree in America.” someone try to murder a tree,
Itis 50 feet tall. The either. Everybody loves trees,
branches reach out 127 feet. except when they drop on
Its picture has hung in the your house or i
Tree Hall of Fame in This one was minding its own
Washington. business.”
it is revered because of a The tree stands in the
legend that Stephen F. Austin center of a small, square piot
made peace with the Indians ringed by benches and

in its shade. That is why it is
cailed the Treaty Oak.
Nowsomeoneéstryv’ngto
ki it
Someone who seems to
know a iot about trees,
enough 1o choose an obscure
herbicide and pour it onto the

surrounded by a parking ot
an antique store and a row of
homes.

The park dates to 1937
when, in the middie of the
Depression, schooichikiren

roots. of the specifications of the
City tree experts are not sale was that the tree wouid

certain the Treaty Qak will never be removed.

die, but they are not Todaythoparkisringed

optimistic that it will live. with yeilow police tape. The
Ever since the ground s a mess of holes the

was first noticed in May, the
tree has become the city's
biggest celebrty.

A smail, hushed crowd
Jathers near it every day.
danghng omaments i s
dranches andg leavirg

size of coffee cans, which
were made by soil-sample
anits.

it has been this way since
Memonai Day. when the cy
Parks Department recerved a
<alt saying that e tree was

GRIT 21
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Oak in Austin, Texas

not looking good.

s symptoms — the veins
on each leaf were alive, but
the rest of the leaf was brown
and dry — were those of
chemical poisoning.

Tests found evidence of
Velpar, an herbicide that
inhibits photosynthesis and is
used specifically to kill
haradwood trees.

When he released the test
results, Max Woodfin,
spokesman for that
dapartment, said the choice
of Vsipar could only have
been made by a canny killer.

“Why would anyone want
to kill a tree?" asked Sally
Shipman, Austin's mayor pro
tem. )

All over Austin — all over
Texas, really — people are
asking the same question,

Mary Tayior, of Waco,
brought her granddaughter,
Robin Hukill, of Tyler, to see
the Treaty Qak.

“You may be seeing
something that won't be here
when your grandchildren are
growing up,” Mrs. Taylor toid
Robin.

A group of joggers, who
changed their daily route
several weeks ago so they
could pass the tree, slowed
their pace, looked pensive,
then continued on,

5

“'_'——ﬁ—ﬁ
* FEATURES « mams

Robin Edger came, as he
does every lunch hour, to talk
softly to the branches.

"Comeon.youcanget
through this," he toid the tree.

rhododendrums, why
shouidn't it work with a tree?"

t
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Power of positive thinking

A group of Texas psychics gathers around the Treaty Oak
Monday to ‘release negative energy’ and administer a little
spiritual medicine to the chemically poisoned tree.
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Power of positive thinking

A gro‘up of Texas psychics gathers around the Treaty Oak
Monday to ‘release negative energy’ and administer a little
spiritual medicine to the chemically poisoned tree. b
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 Treaty Oak’s
‘newest leaves
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about to die .

Associated Press

AUSTIN — The historic Treaty Oak may
have lost another round in its battle against a

poisoning attack, but officials said it is too

early to count the tree out.

In a setback for the centuries-old live oak,
officials said Thursday that it appears the
tree’s latest set of leaves — its fourth — will
soon die.

Recent test results show the leaves, roots

. and bark of the tree still contain lethal doses

of the chemical Velpar, despite attempts to
force the poison out, said Warren Struss, a city
forestry official.

“It doesn’'t sound good, but we haven't
given up yet,” he said. The tree has dropped
three sets of leaves since the herbicide was
poured around its base.

“Some people have said this tree is dead:
Treaty Oak is not dead. It's far from dead,” Mr.
Struss told the Austin American-Statesman. “In
fact, we are still optimistic it can pull through
this.”

The tests held some encouraging news for
those hoping to save the oak, he said. Because
of its age, the tree has a powerful reserve of
carbohydrates, the energy source it draws
upon to live.

“With the tremendous amount of stored en-

ergy it has, we're hoping that it just might be |

able to outlast the Velpar,” Mr. Struss said.

¢ “But it will probably be next spring until we

know anything for sure, whether or not it will .

live.” ¥
More than $50.000 has been spent on treat”

ments to save the tree, which officials said was

Please see TREATY on Page 35A.

%

Treaty Oak about to drop newest leaves, experts say

gallons of saltwater solution in an
attempt to neutralize the Velpar.

fnal mischief in connection with

has been charged with felony crim-
the poisoning. He remains in Travis
County Jail in lieu of $20,000 bail.

poisoned

about four months ago. Dallas bil-

Continued from Page 33A.

Tom Boggus of the Texas Forest
Service, which occasionally uses

hionaire Ross Perot has agreed to

pick up much of the tab.

Velpar to kill undesirable trees in
state forests, said 1t is premature to
pronounce the Treaty Oak dead.

Two weeks ago, in what was de-
scribed as a last-ditch effort to save

the oak, workers injected 1t with 35

Puul Stedman Cullen, 45, of Elroy



AT

Saturday, August 12, 1989 Austin American-Statesman A7

¢
é
¢

Deadwood

|
|
J I find it hard to believe that a stack of deadwood
(Treaty Oak) would find it’s way to the front page
of a major newspaper. | suggest the city use the in-
cident to their advantage. I'm sure that there are
plenty of people who would get rid of the thing for

the firewood or better yet have some entrepreneur
market pieces as souvenirs,

| JAMES HEIMANN
! 12505 Brandywine Court
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THE BIG PICTURE
o Dv w mH FOBREST.

Thc apparcm deaLb of the Treaty Oak is a
uagedy of ‘profound significance. But a far
greater tragedy occurs when the demise of this
600-year-old tree is viewed as a largely isolated
event. Instead of generating a newfound appre-
ciation of the fragility of the area’s natural re-

sources and the number of threats these fe- -
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sources face for survival, the Tre;aty Oak has s
"“on the poisoning of Treaty Oak is not under-

bacome a circus atiraction unto itself. As such, |

it is but one more character in the ostensibly

unrelated progression of local {and global) en-
vironmental problems that beg for our attention.

DARYL SLUSHER TALKS
TO MAYOR LEE COOKE

JAZZ, ETC » GROOVES IN ORBIT
RESTAURANT REVIEWS & MORE

“That is nof to say that the attention focused

" standable. As much as any single entity in the

city, the tree served as a bridge between the
past and the future — a pillar of stability that
had endured the successes and . failures,- the
booms and busts of countless generations of
Central Texans, while itself remaining steady
and unchanged throughout. Moreover, Treaty
Oak gained widespread attention-because of
the nature of the crime against it. The imagery

Continvedon p. 8




(Deva cont. jrom cover)
Redding sxys the tree gave up the ghost mcr
being punciured by over 100 painful 5/16"
holes that city forester John Giedraitis and
several other “‘experts”” used 10 inject a
saltwager solution into the ailing tree 1o Iry 10
rid it ‘of the herbicide Velpar. Redding, who
described himselfl as & “‘beat, frustrated, and ’
exh-usted man’" after spending sevea days and
nights; camping out in the tiny park that sur-
rounds the oak tree, says that the combination
ol’l}deparwdthcstreccausadbylw
informed but well-intentioned treatments was
enough to kill the centuries-old celebrity.

Giedraitis and the other experts deny that «-

the tree is any deader than it was the first day .
they discovered it had been poisoned with the -

herbicide, “The tree still has huge amounts of .

poison in it," according to the city forester.
Velpar is an extremely toxic substance used to
kill mesquites and othér unwanted hardwoods.
Redding says that.onp drop of the stuff is
enough to kill a human. Velpar is made by Du-
Pont. One of the major problems with the
city's treatments has been that city crews failed--

to remove the fallen leaves from around the .

Lree so0n caough. Redding says that the feaves, -
full of Velpar, lose their protective cuticle

when they dic and fall on the ground. As they -

are showered by the water that is being piped
up into the tree’s branches, “‘after two days,
90% of the Veipar would have leached out —
back into the soil around the tree, where the
process begins all over again.”

And that's just the beginning of whu wcni

wrong with the treatments, says Redding. In-
siead of dripping the water down the branches -
and trunk, a light mist of water should have *
been applied to the tree's canopy. H. Ross
Perot's impressive sunshade that screens off

the giant tres on three sides from the sun’s in-

tensity wasn't enough, according to Redding.

‘"The.screen should have been over the top
of the tree. At midday the ultraviolet rays are
the most intense. The topmost branches should -
have been covered with some sort of protective
cloth early in the process.”” Now, four months
afier the deed was discovered, Lhcfe are cover-
ings on the upper branches.

Redding’s bright face darkened nouctxht{

as he pointed out that the worst indignity the
tree had 1o suffer was the application of sludge
from the Austin waste treatment plant. “‘f
guess they used the siudge 10 try to hype the
commercial use of the stuff. [ can't believe it
— people are picnicking [2long Town Lake -
where sludge has been applied to Lhe grass] in
sewage.” Sludge contains traces of all the
household chemicals that get washed from our
houses down the drain 1o the treatment piant.
Redding introdusced two healthy earthworms into
the studge and within six hours they were dead.
u] P
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fForrest, cont. from cow}“ Z g
of defiberately poisoning this symbol of SRRO-
g Life sirikes a rost sensitive nerve i our col-
:cuvc hearts. The colg xrcac"xcrv of lf’ls viola-

uspec(mz. ndpicss mno-
ree of ife was murdersd
sepires uC'TkaC'IC 1u"agc requnding us of the
slumals capacity for darkness, evil and setf-
destruct on inherent in our spccm =

A ihid factor alse figures prominently in
Treaty Oak’s capuvation of public interest.
Treaty Oak’ caught the eye of the public be-
ause the consequences of the crime against it
were so casy-to-comprehend. In (elauon 3
aiher environmental tragedies of epic magni-
ude, this disaster was of 3 realistic and iden-
‘Gable scale. For all its magnificence, the
Treaty Oak fits nicely in one oty block. One
ree, poisoned, dying, .

But heren Ties the deceit of the lremendous
foenton he poscting of this icee has genes-
These larger imsastery —~ the Exxog
der od smi of ne coaw of Alasks, he
OTRUGE LIONE wver, Che ayauniing sk
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¢. DuPont [Velpar's maker) is the other.

The Treaty Oak tragedy offers us & window —

"?OO !30

£

«*I regret that 1 didn't come right ‘away,
< Redding said near the end of his stay. '*Had §;

this b.s. wouldn't have taken place.” Redding
wasn't invited 10 Austin, and he wasn't paid by

the city, yet he spent a week here in fate July -

with the tree. His way was paid by several
Quakers from the Richland Meeting at Quak-
eriown, Pennsylvania, where he is an attender.
Despite his ability to talk tree health in terms
any *‘scientist”” would understand, and despite
his certification by the International Society of
Arboriculture and the National Arborists As-
-sociation (he was the only arborist attending
the tree during his time here), the experts more
or less wrote him off from the beginning.

An arborist, says Redding, is *“a person who -

8OC3 into 3 tree and does the work. You have
10 be able to sec the tree as a complete being.'"-
Three days beforc he got here, Redding began
a water fast, I put in a teaspoon of maple
syrup, too. 1 do it 10 sensitize myself 10 the
tree, to break down the lines between life-
forms. I merge with the Life-force of the tree,
*That way | can become awnse of the suffering
of the tree. I spent seven days and nights with

20000044800 Q

Qak with sunscreens

Treaty Qak. it was suffering unbelievably.
Those experts had no respect for the tree at all,
They didn’t understand it and they didn't ap-
preciate it. When a tree is troubled — and this
one was deeply troubled ~~ you have to spend
time with it."” This is where Redding gets into
trouble with the experts,

*'I tried 1o get the parks people 10 right the
wrongs they had made, but there was a general
sense of confusion at the tree. They were look-
ing for a million dollar cure - the golden
bullet the doctors like to 1alk about — but they
were overlooking the sensitivity of the tree.'”

“ Other sources, people who have been closely

monitoring the progress of the treatments, said
there were just ‘“too many chefs in the
kitchen.'”” One woman says she overheard
Giedraitis, the urban forester, say, “We just
don’t know what we're doing. We'd be betler
off if we went back ta the office to find out
what the standard procedures are.”

“‘They didn't,” says Redding. *‘1 am charg-
ing these scientists with ineptness. They didn’t
intend to-create this mess, but their incpmess
was causal.” -

Bug then, “*Stephen Redding is a flake. He
moved into the park around Treaty Oak. He
slept there for a week in spite of the park
curfew law. People saw him urinating in the
bushes. He's crazy! He makes me sick!*” This
is a composite statement cadged from a number
of sources in and around City Hall. Redding

THE TREE IS DEAD;
LONG LIVE THE TREES

while problems of hc homeless and Lhc poot -

ofter go largely unnoticed also seems :n-
dicative of warped pnormcs) Even here in’
Ausin, & number of other astances of del
strucnon are ceadily apparent, snough o o
realize that the prodlems of Treaty Oak are but
the up of the iceberg in an ocean of
virormental destruction:

* Groves of oak trees are presently being
destroyed near Barton Creek to complete an
access soad connecting Bee Caves Road 1o
Loop 360 further south, as MoPac is cut
through 1o meet the proposed Outer Loop al
the Circle C Ranch (sce accompanying story).
Other developments sich as the Steiner Ranch
ont Lake Austin, Lakeiine on Lake Travis and
the Sheliberg tract on Lake Travis are also tak-
ing their 1oll on the ares’s precious greenery.

* The longlasting effects of ploughing trees
10 tnake room for new roads and houses go far
Sevind the desiruction of natural Deauy. As
more iress are pulled and more asprall o

ianted, probiems of potiuied v

B s
KRS

‘Austin threatens Austin’s supply of drinking”
water, not to mention the various iife forms
‘nat make these bodies of water their home.
And the experience with the herbicide Velpar
21 the Treary Qazk proves once and for alf the
potency of many of the pesticides that are ab-
«aryed into the waier system during rainfall,

s Although ngh tech industries are tradi-
tonally viewed as “‘clean,” the probiem of
disposing of toxic waste is a significant one.
With the extreme concentration of high tech
manufacturing firms in the Austin area, this is
2 problem that will become more and more im-
portant in the coming ycars.

The point here is not 1o discount the impor-
tance of the public’s tremendous outpouring
of sympathy for Treary Oak, nor to sdvocate &
policy of no-growth, no-development for Aus.
un's future. But it is imponant that concern
over 'ht plight of the Treaty Oak be ransiated

SGETE JBY (0o Ry way of Hr and approack
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satlons of Velpar, or something like it or much

Lo

»
4

As 1 sat in Redding's Crest Hotel room
listening (0 his soft voice and watching bic
eyes, 1 couldn't help but wonder who

the real flake is. 15 it the guy who wanis 10 save

trees and the planet from certain death? Or are

the real flakes those who want to keep miaking

money from producing the chemicals with

which the planet’s death is made possible,

even, perhaps, probable? We need all the fiaky
The Amstin Chromicle  Augwat 11, 1983

worse, into our water supply.”
Stephen Reddings we can get.

bright

0
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lppctred in from of xhe Cuy Councnl at the
invitation of Mayor Cooke. He asked Austin
*“to declare itse!f the first herbicide-free city on
the American continent.'’ No wonder he made
someone sick. Redding was allowed to stay af the
tree just as long as he stayed away from the press.
““The rent was good at Treaty Osk,"" he sayx.

When he made noises about telling the press
what was really going on, he got **threats from
the hierarchy — of arrest or whatever.” But
Redding is not new to threats. He can walk
only with the aid of a walker. 1n 1987, he had &
*‘mysterious sccident on a dark night at a lone-
ly highway intersection.”

Redding is no stranger 10 jail, either. In
1986, he was jailed after participating in a
demonstration against a Delaware River water

- . diversion project that would have eradicated &

grove of centuries-old white oaks to make
room for a pumping station. Redding was in-
carcerated” because he refused 1o renounce
trespassing, While behind bars, he went on a
hunger sirike — subsisting only on water and &
daily spoonful of maple tyrup.— saying he
would not ear uniess the trees were preserved.
After 53 days, he won; so did the trees. But he
is loathe to take the focus off the planis and
trees and put it on himself, **1 am 2 voice for
the trees.’

“A tree very much suffers when it is cut,””
he says. **That is why at Happy Tree, Penn-
sylvania [his home], we never cut down a Lree
unless it is structurally dangerous. We have
more birds, more bugs, more life per square
foot than probably anywhere eise.

- ““Forests are our -modern day Noah’s Ark.
They are that necessary 1o the circle of life. A
_tree is a living being, & most beauwtiful illustra-
tion of life in its giving innocence. A tree takes

from the Earth, but it gives back abundantly.’

A tree has incredible adaptation skills. It is the
largest and longest-lived being on Earth,'s
‘What couid have been done to save Treaty

Oak? “Black gold from Pennsyivania could -
have been used around the tree. That'siree-to-

tree compost.” And the city’s ban on letting
people get close enough to touch the low-
hanging branches should. ‘have been lifted.
“That poor tree kept asking me, “Where are
my children?’ It wamed people to be near, to
keep it company, to touch its branches and
trunk, to heal it with their love.””
a

In Austin, Texas, home of a world-famous
niling tree, Stephen Redding is & flake. No
matter that two prestigious arborist organiza-
tions recognize him as one of their own.
“Johnny Applesced was an arborist,” says
Redding. **They thought he was a flake, 100.""
But Redding is charitable enough to say that,

. *“John Giedraitis is 2 good man trying to do his
best. He calls himself an urban forester, but he
is reaily a manager.”” Redding sayg that the col-

¢ & &'0 L EXXEXX
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Press political candidates’10, endorse & firm
policy on protection of the snvironment during
their terms of office as well as during their
camprigns. Avoid using products such as aser-
sols and Styrofoasm that pose known threats to
the planet. Exercise exireme restraint in the use
of herbicides and pesticides. Above all, make
vour economic vote heard by refusing 1o pur-
chase products. from companies with poor envi-
ronmental records. Boycott Exxon and DuPont.
What must be realized here is that the
poisoning of Treaty Ok cannot be separated
from the larger environmental problems that
have begun to plogue our cxistence. We are
hypocrites if we pray for the soul of this tree
without attempting to make appropriace life-
style changes that will allow for the growth snd
prosperity of other such life forms he greatest
of (hese forme being human). Yes, Austin will
R rnough recover rom che deat
Yreary Oak  Onher, larger
however will ieave 2 much
& fyrure -
Tioary
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Photo courtesy of Austin History Center, Austin Pubtic Library ~ 23684

Treaty Oak circa 1925, when the tree was owned by
the Caldwell family. ‘ )

Peace treaty

On May 7, 1925, Lou Caldwell, owner of the land sur-
rounding Treaty Oak, gave the city of Austin an ultimatum:
either purchase the tree from her, or she would chop it down.

“I can’t afford to keep on paying for the upkeep,” Caldwell told
The Austin American. “I've tried to decide to cut it several times,
but every time I think of the history connected with the tree and
think of how much it means to the state, I can’t think of cutting it.

But this is the last time. If somebody doesn’t take it, I will cut
it.”

3

Caldwell didn’t cut it. The city purchased Treaty Oak from
the Caldwell family in 1937.
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- SECTION

By Jim Phillips
American-Statesman Staff

Two years after being poisoned
with the herbicide Velpar, most of
Treaty Oak will be hacked into
pieces next week as city workers
with chainsaws trim off the dead
portions of the centuries-old live

oak.

With tree experts, sawmill offi-
cials, and possibly a national tele-
vision audience looking on, the
tree — which gained national and
mtemauonal attention aﬂ.er it was

will b

3;

of its former self.
About 75 percent of the tree is

dead as a result of the attack with
Velpar, which is designed to kill
hardwood trees, The dead por-
tions, including limbs that are larg-
er than most trees, will be cut,
dried in & kiln and eventually used
in several city pm;ects possibly in-
cluding artistic and fund-raising

proposals. i
“We‘m probably going to start

big-time on Tuesday,” said John

Giedraitis, the city forester who di-
rected months of unp ted
treatment that saved one large
Timb system of the tree. That sec-
tion of Treaty Ouk is flourishing,
and is expected to live indefinitely.

“It will take a couple of days” to

CITY & STATE

Weadnesday, May 1, 1881  Austin American-Statesman

Treaty Oak to lose dead limbs next week

remove the dead limbs, Giedraitis
said. “It's & big job.

“We've got to take the logs
down, the big limbs, carefully. We
don’t want them to hit the ground
and shatter. We've got to lower
them gently to the ground and
then lift them onto the trucks to
take to the mill. Some of them are
going to be 30 inches in diameter.”

The man convicted of poisoning
Treaty Oak, which was spared de-
struction in the 1930s and stands
in a small park on Baylor Street
that was bought to protect the tree,

nied parole in March.
The larger pieces of the tree will
be dried in 2 kiln for about six

groups and others will be pared
before a decision is made on how
to use the wood. Some of the wood
will probably be sold to raise mon-
ey for projects such as tree
planting.

The smaller pieces of Treaty
Oak, which was once declared the
most perfect live oak in North
Amenca, will be immersed in a

lution similar to anti-

remains in prison. Paul Sted
Cullen last year was sentenced to

nine years in prison. He was de-

freeze to stabilize the wood.
Among the consuliants present

next week will be Tom Perry of
North Carolina State University, &

nationally known tree expert who-

is eager to see the results of the
first-ever effort to reverse the ef-
fects of Velpar.

Among the treatments were in-
jections with water laced with sug-
ar, and an injection of water mized
with potassium chloride. Perry
wants to see if the results of the in-
jections can be measured.

“A lot of the stuff that we did
wes the first time anybody had
done these kinds of treatments,”
Giedraitis said. “We want to see
how the injections helped and
hurt, and we can use that on {injec-

BUSINESS, B4

INSIDE

TV listings, B10
Comics, B11
Deaths, 812

tion treatments for}’ oa.k wiit.”

The major television netwcrks
covered the Treaty Oak poxsonmg
with news stories and live reports, |
an:;é}t;;dxm;li said thg have indi~
ca ey will cover the trimming
next week. :

Giedraitis said the wood ] that
will be saved has “tremend@ﬁ’pc‘-
tential for fund-raising.” Ré<also
said this is one of the first efforts
to dry and use live oak wood for
something other than fireplaces
and barbecues. The wood is not
well-suited for most commercial
uses of wood, he said.

“It is best at standing there and
locking besutiful.” :
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Pruning Planned for Treaty Oak
AUSTIN, Tex.—The historic Treaty Qak, a centuries-old tree
that was heavily damaged by a powerful herbicide, will be
severely pruned later this year in an effort to save it, the city
forester says. . :
“It’s time,” John Giedraitis said. “What’s dead is dead v
About three-fourths of the tree’s crown will be cut off, he said,
leaving only one living section. .
The tree, estimated to be as many as 500 years old, was poisoned
with the liquid herbicide Velpar in early 1989. About two-thirds of
_the oak died, foresters said.
According to legend, the tree was the site of a treaty- s1gmng
between Stephen F. Austin and Indians.
Paul Stedman Cullen was sentenced to nine years in prison for .
é% * poisoning the tree. Prosecutors claimed that the poisoning was
part of a ritual to attract a woman’s attention. )

Since the poisoning, the small park surrounding the tree has
been pampered with activated charcoal, microbes, fertilizer, salt
water, sugar water, spring water, a huge set of shades and an
intricate sprinkling system.

But that has not brought the dead limbs back to life.

—Associated Press
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Surgery to transform
Treaty Oak into shade
_of pre-poisoned self -

By Jim Phillips
Amarican-Statesmen Staff

.- After surviving hundreds of years of the vagaries
‘and disasters of nature, but succumbing to one poi-
‘soning at the hands of man, the majestic Treaty
Oak will soon become a remnant of its former self.

Later this year, about three-fourths of the tree’s
crown will be cut off, leaving only one living sec-

.tion, a branch system that reaches toward Baylor

Street, said Austin City Forester John Giedraitis.
. “It's time,” Giedraitis said. “What's dead is
“dead.”

The poisoning became a national mystery, an in-
ternational concern and a rallying point for those
predicting environmental doom, and led to a Her-
culean effort to save Treaty Oak that was partially

- suecessful.

. Giedraitis, who organized the first-of-its-kind

! rescue attemnpt, and who earlier had proposed to

. his wife under the lofty branches of Treaty Qak,

- will now direct the decimation of what was once de-

~clared the most perfect live oak in North America.

It was almost 18 months ago that & liquid herbi-

_cide designed and manufactured specifically to kill

hardwood trees was poured around the massive

" base of Treaty Oak, and in a particularly deadly cir-

cle a few feet east of the tree.

" With activated charcoal, microbes, fertilizer,

saltwater, sugarwater, spring water, a huge set of

shades to protect the tree from the blistering heat

and an intricate sprinkling system that adorned its

crown like a crown, the small park became one of
‘See ‘What's dead,’ A1S

TIs DEAD’ |

Only one saction of Traaty Oak remains ailva after 18
months of alforts to save the tres. A branch system  Ueas 10 fiourish; the rest of the tree will bs trimmed off.

that reaches wastward toward Baylor Street contin-

18Hf ghoto by Smrdey N. Pook

"~ “What’s dead is dead’

Treaty Oak faces radical surgery to save last section

Continued from A1

the most pampered plots of land in
Amaerica.

But the work could not save the
eastern aide, where the tree is
throwing out tiny sprouts in a fu-
tile attempt to live,

“It’s just gasping for life on that
side,” Giedraitis said.

western side, where only a
little of the poison was distributed,
is the only portion of the tree to
endure the attack. In fact, &t s now
flourishing, and has grown more
than 8 inches this year.

“It’s probably grown mors than
it's sver grown,” Giedraitis said.
“We've got encugh water and ‘erti-
lizar there to grow anything,

“The part that’s alive is doing
wonderfully well. The part that's
not alive is dead. So, it's pretty

extremse.

“We're not finding any appre-
ciable levels of poison in the lower
leaves that point toward Baylor.
The tres will survive. It's not going
to look spectacular, but the tree's
going to survive.”

Trimming the dead wood will
help Treaty Oak concentrais va
energy on strenglhening he parts
that remain, and will prevent
chunks from falling off, Giedrastia
wud.

Since thie posoting was disco-
vered m June of last ear
cands Lf VItors have come
JLALTEr ACTE DK T Cne A

of Baylor to visit the tree and leave
get-well messages and other notes
of hope.

Throughout the fight to save
Treaty Oak, and the arrest and tri-
al of Paul Stedman Cullen, who
was sentenced to nine years in
prison for the attack, the visitors
have continued.

“There are still people stopping
and coming up to the tree and talk-
ing,” Giedraitis ssid. “People are
still leaving cards and letters. notes
and business cards and littie trin-
kews, ['ve still got it all. I've got
boxes and boxes of stuff.”

The question now is what to do
with the wood that will be pared
from Tresty Oak.

Giedraitis, at a meeting of the
city Urban Forestry Board next
month, will present a list of pro-
posals {rom artist and non-profit
organizations. The board has de-
cided to donate some of the wood
for an artistic project memorializ-
ing Treaty Oak, possibly a mosaic-
type picture. The remainder of the
wood could be given to an organi-
zation that would sell pieces of it
and i rEtuIm SPOnSOr & jocal pro-
Ject such as planting hore ‘rees.

‘Weve had offers from ail over
the countrv, suggestiuns o what
to do with the wood,” he amd.
‘Rume of them sre dumb and some

Rhonda Genzink, a membar of
the forestry board, said, “There's
too many (suggestions) for us to
look at, 80 we've asked the city
staff to prioritize them.”

Genzink said she prefers an ar-
tistic effort using a native Texan
as the artist. “I know that | don't
want pencil holders and that kind
of thing done,” she said.

The poisoning led directly to
fund-rasers ‘or citywide piantings
of urees, and Genzink said she
hopes more projects will be funded
from ths Treaty Oek wood.

“As detrimental as it was to the
iree, I think some real nositive
things have come from this tra-
gedy,” she said. "It appears there
haa been a great coming together
of community effort. We've kind of
risen abovae it. I think that speaks
real high of Austin.”
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Everything's bigger in Texas

— even the State Capitol, which stands 7 feet taller than the U.5. Capitol

By JANET CIBSON
Statt wrder

Austin-tacious

USTIN, Texas — What
kind of city has residents

a 600-year-old oak when the tree’s life

Is threatened by one man’s poison?

What kind of city has a Fourth of July
blowout hosted by Willie Nelson?

What kind of city has a festival called
“Spamarama’” to honor the canned
mystery meat?

What kind of city, indeed.

The capital of the Lone Star State has
a character all its own, and part of its
charm comes from its seeming contra-
dictions. Cosmopolitan yet homey. Pro-
gressive vet laid-back. Big yet small.

Austin, in the geographical heart of
the state, rises on either side of an
impoundment of the Colorado River.

e Sy e HTT Pyl € <

Fiddler Tom Rigney was drawn to Austin's music scene

Called Town Lake, it is bordered on
both sides by hike-and-bike trails and
parks. (The city has 12,000 acres of
parks.) ’

Maintaining a high quality of life is
paramount to Austinites, who were
inveolved in protecting planet Earth
long before it was considered cool
Never did that become so apparent as
last year, when Austin was thrust into
the national spotlight. Their beloved

See AUSTIN, poge 61
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Continued from page 1-i

Treaty Oak was poisoned and left
for dead.

~ The 90-foot live oak — under
which Stephen F. Austin is said to
have signed a treaty with the Indi-
ans — was the victim of a potent
herbicide. Its branches seemed to
wither with each passing day like
a crippled old lady with twisted
Limbs.

Arborists tried saving the tree
by using charcoal to absorb the
poison, soil replacement to get rid
of the toxins and microbe injec-
tions to digest the chemicals.

Public sentiment ranged from
disbelief torage.

When the perpetrator — a drift-
er with a history of mental prob-
lems — was found guilty in May,
there were rumblings of giving
him the death penalty. He was
sentenced to nine years in prison
and a $1.000 fine.

One year after the national
news coverage, visiting the Trea-
ty Oak is tantamount to visiting a
national shrine. A grassy area
surrounding the tree on the corner
of Baylor and West Fifth streets is
roped off, so that it may rest in
peace. Not that it’s completely
dead — just two-thirds of the way.

Arborists say leaves have begun
sprouting on sections of the once-
mighty oak. And Austinites have
not given up hope.

They bring handmade get-well
cards. even cans of chicken soup
- hanging them from the rope. As
visiors come to pay their re-
spects, not a word 1s spoken.
There are tears. And silence.

[t's a stark contrast to the scene
less than a mile away on East
Sixth Street, Austin’s answer to
Bourbon Street. Music lovers can
take their pick from rock, coun-
try. reggae, Cajun or blues every
night in clubs such as Headliners
[Zast and the Black Cat Lounge.

‘Q‘ OKLAHOMA

MEXICO

The News and Observer

Austin has long been known as a
mecca for budding musicians, a
reputation that arose in large part
because of public television’s
“Austin City Limits.”

In the mid-'70s, Austin’s music
scene began heating up. By the
early '80s, it was the trendsetter
— the hip place to be seen and
heard if you were a musician.
Groups such as The Fabulous
Thunderbirds became club fix-
tures.

With the *90s, the music has be-
come even more eclectic. On are-
cent night at Scholz’s Beer Gar-
den on San Jacinto Street, the
Sundogs were working up a sweat
with their Cajunv/zydeco reper-
toire.

The fans were a diverse bunch,
including students from the near-
by University of Texas, yuppies
and middle-age hippies.

Many came to visit Austin and
never left.

What they found was a lot of
truth in the old saying, “‘Every-
thing's bigger in Texas.” Even the
State Capitol stands 7 feet higher
than the U.S. Capitol. Just another
of the city’s ~Austin-tacious™ dis-
plays. as the locals say.

[ they weren't from the Lone
Srar State already. those Austin
astventurers learned quickly
about the die-hard Texas spirit —
although some might assert it's
just ego.

Texas is the only state that re-
serves the right to secede, and al-
so maintains the right to fly its
flag at the same height as the U.S.
flag.

“Warmed by Sunbelt growtiy,

If you go

FOR MORE INFOR-
MATION: Contact the
Texas Division of Tourism,

P.O. Box 12008, Capital
Station, Austin, Texas
78711; (512) 462-9191.

Or the Austin Convention
and Visitors Bureau, Box
2990, Austin, Texas
78769; {(512) 478-0098.

Austin grew like a fertilized weed
in the early 1980s,"” says National
Geographic in its June cover story
on the city. The metropolitan pop-
ulation nearly doubled — 442,000
to 749,000 — from the 1970s to the
1980s, “making Austin a sunspot
city in the Sunbelt.”

Through it all, subtropical Aus-
tin remained on the casual side —
a short pants city.

To cool off in the summer, Aus-
tinites head to their favorite
swimming hole. Wading in Barton
Springs, a natural spring-fed
swimming pool, is like taking a
tepid dip in your bathtub.

Those who strive for something
higher head for Mount Bonnell.
With a deep breath, sightseers
climb 100 stone steps to reach the
top for a breathtaking view of
Lake Travis. It was in a house off
the winding road leading to Mount
Bonnell that James Michener
wrote his epic *‘Texas.”

But what you can usually find
Austinites doing is eating. With
1.500 restaurants, making a
choice isn’t always easy. A Tex-
Mex aficionado would be hard-
pressed to find better than Aus-
tin’s bill of fare, but barbecue
brisket. nouvelle cuisine, French
and Italian also are poputar Then
there are a milion waystoeat
Spam al the annual Spamarama
cookoff in late May.

Whatever one’s tastes, the pric-
es overall are very reasonable. As
the folks at Austin’s Visitors Bu-
reau put it: “How haughty can
you get when half your dining
room is wearing shorts and run-
ning shoes”"”
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Arboreal architect
lan Worley, a University of Texas architecture student, looks over the
plans he has made for a memorlai park at Treaty Oak. Worley's park s

designed not only to remind people of the tree’s poisoning but also to
symbolize humanity’s ablifty to coexist with nature. Story, B2

Tréaty Oak class assignment

becomes UT student’s crusade

the park. it would give me & legal

By Enedeiia J. Obregén
Amsrican-Statesman Staff

[t started as a project fur an ar-
‘hitecture class at the University
»f Texas: Design a memorial for
Treaty Oak

But to lan Warlev, the protect
=00n became more than a set of de-
sign plans and models, [t became a
means of changing his lttle corner
of the world.

“1 don’t want to be just a student
- or an architectural student or
an architect,” the 24-year-old
Worley said. “I want to make
things happen — to make this
world a better place. Everything
aking a ripple in your
T dineg”

e parents and an
opng Aus

reiil g ; :
ine the historic tree with the her

s
bi-

nine vears in prison.
Worley, who designed the plan
with the help of feilow student
Scott Carpenter, Puvisions a me-
monai park that will rernind pes-
ile that humanity abuses nature
but aico will be {iving proof that
Humanily and nature can coexist.

I'he park would inelude a cluster
of trees from Treaty Oak acorns.
ns well as a variety of other Texas
trees and plants that change colors
with the seasuns.

But Worley's dream lias a price
tag. And his plan assumes that the
parking lot next to the Treatv Oak
can be purchased and incorporated
inth the park.

AusVest Realtors, whichi is man-
aging the | 3
vea] the park

g

Lo e

ralked 1o thmks 118 a goud

mechanism for fund raising.”

Worley. who is interning at the
Ulovis Heimaath Architects for the
cimumner. said he doesn’t have the
time or the knowledge to do it all
by himaeelf,

He has spproached several City
Council members as well as the
City Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, And while they like the idea,
Warlev anid. they have told him
the city doesn't have the money.

City forester John Giedraitis,
who has tended to Treaty Oak
since it was poisoned more than
vear ago, said the parks depart-
ment is "“100 percent behind” the
project.

e peoviding techrocal infor
wation, et ot s ap to ham to figure
sut hew o do the projeet,” Giee
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Much more human

Nine years for the heinous criine of €
killing a tree? Let’s not forget the man
whose name is attached to a window-. L

less, drum-shaped building. This man, .
with the support of the UT adminis- - ¢
tration, politicians and “movers and &
shapers” of this town, made a show of
applauding while police pulled protes-. .
ters out of dozens of cak and cypress .
as old and as grand as Treaty Oak. He.
applauded while bulldozers tore down.. .
-~ the trees. I'd like to see a reprint of.
that picture taken 20 years ago last
fall. Is it OK for the rich and powerful
‘to coldly sacrifice an entire stand of
trees plus a creek to make room for
the pagan cult of football, and then is
it unfathomable to do what Cullen did?
He. seems no more misguided and-

much more human,

LEONARD LANTZ
. Pi0. Box 7254
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Roots of compassion
I find myself asking why there are

- such grave consequences for poisoning
. & single tree while untold others, many
. old and beautiful, are destroyed regu-

- larly without ceremony of any kind,

- The real issue here, it seems to me,
is not the destruction of a tree, but the
- importance people attach to it, or the
degree to which they identify with it,
for whatever reasons. We destroy life

' daily with legal impunity — weeds,
'pests, enemies, criminals. However,
there are serious consequences for the
“agent if similar entities happen to be
our property, pets, allies or law-abiding
compatriots, - TR
- In my mind, the ordeal of Treaty -
Oak is symbolic. The Tree of Life on
our imperiled Earth is ancient and his-
torically significant. It is said that .
many momentous events took place

; beneath its venerable canopy. But one

- night, to our horror, some heartless

- villian has stolen up and ecircled it with
poison while we slept, It drops its
leaves but tries again, and yet again as
we rally to its aid, Philanthropists give
money and children make gifts; artists
paint posters and the faithful pray.
There is much ado in the media as we
cry out for justice to be done, Perhaps
parties are convicted, fined money and
even put in jail; but if this tree dies, we
will all be sentenced alike, guilty or
not. ’

If we can but expand our identities:
to include the Tree of Life the way we
did for Treaty Oak, the prognosis
should be hopeful, indeed.

GLORIA BADILLO HiLL
1708 Graywood Cove :
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A view from the bramchesﬁ‘f‘%f

So, Mr. Cullen is determined guilty
of poisoning Treaty Oak, fined $1,000
hard-earned American dollars and :
must serve nine years in prison. :
Whoops. I meant a few months in pris- "
on. God bless our judicial system. '

. Animosity, you say? What else can

I feel toward someone who has de-

" stroyed the magnificent live oak that I .
personally helped beautify. That’s
right, the Caldwell Tree Company re-
ceived permission from the city to fine
prune Treaty Oak in January 1986. My .
fellow arborists and I spent two weeks
up in that tree shedding sweat (yes, it, "
was hot that January), blood and tears.
We adhered to the highest arboricul-
tural practices, ensuring every cut was
precise and applying the proper sea- )
lant. Two weeks we did spend amongst .
‘the soaring hardwood limbs and oxy-
gen-producing leaves, climbing, prun-
ing, knowing our work would . s
significantly augment Treaty Oak’s
grandeur, :

Afterward, we could only step back
with jaws agape in awe of creation in
the finest form; an enormously bold
and picturesque live oak radiating pos-
itive energy and life, a masterpiece.

- Goodbye, Treaty Oak, I will always

remember your out-stretched limbs, :
sun-lit leaves and beautiful previous

image. !

TIM HACKNEY *

2215 Post Foad, No. 1082
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Still Claims
Innocence

BY SHAWN MALONE

F or 10 months, he waited in the Travis
County Jail for his trial to begin —
now, Paul Stedman Cullen waits to be
eligible for parole, after a jury sentenced
him to nine years in prison and fined him
$1;000 for trying to kill Austin’s historic
Treaty Oak. He still insists he did not
commit the crime. Here are excerpts from
the first interview he gave after the
sentence was pronounced:

Shawn Malone: Did you kill the tree?

Paul Cullen: No, I didn’t.

SM: Are you going to ask for another
trial?

PC: Idon’t know. I just don’t know
the right way to go about things legally. I
understand Terry Kirk (a lawyer who
represented Cullen) is going to help me
appeal, and I don’t know what the results
of that will be. To take a full appeal, you
have to pay $2 a page for the transcripts
and all, and that runs about a thousand
dollars, which I do not have. I haven’t had
the money for the legal talent I've been
lucky enough to have all along. Right
now, I'm $20,000 in debt to lawyers.

SM: In court, the jury heard the tape
that Cindy Blaco made with the
cooperation of the police. She agreed to
wear a concealed microphone so that the
police could follow and she brought up
the poisoning of the Treaty Oak. And on
the tape, I heard you say, you did it. Why
did you say that?

PC: Well, I said it all right, those were
my words, but why I said that 1o Cindy at
the time, well, T just felt like it.

SM: Your lawyers told the jury you
like to tell all tales, )

PC: Uve been known 1o, on a few
occasions, and that was one of them. [ was
driving along there with Cindy, U'd been
drinking some beer. See, we'd ia%gsd
about this before. This was something that
never came out at the wial. But the way
the whole thing started, it was just me and
my big mouth. I was sitting in this bar out
in Elroy, and there were a bunch of people
talking about the tree. It was being shown
on TV and everything. They were walking

said, “You (expletive),” he said, “1 bet

AUSTIN.WEEKLY. , MAY16-22,0990)

you did it.” And I said, maybe I could
have. Anybody could have. And he said,
“Well I'm gonna tell ’em that you did it.”

(Cullen changed the subject of the
secretly recorded tape — the tape during
which jurors heard him tell Cindy Blaco
he poisoned the tree.)

PC: There are places on the tape where
I refer to the tree being poisoned bya
third party, not myself. I don’t justsit
around and brag about it, or make any big
confession, or go into any details, I guess
the jury saw it one way. I meant it
another.

SM: Are you angry at Cindy?

PC: Angry? Well, let’s put it this way.
If T was walking along the street, and she
was sitting there covered with gasoline
and asked me for a match, I wouldn’t give
her one. On the other hand, if she was
already on fire, I wouldn’t turn around to
(urinate) to put her out.

SM: The prosecutors told the jury that
there were traces of Velpar, the herbicide
used to kill the tree, in the back of your
pickup truck. How did that happen?

PC: Again, I do not know. All I can
think of is maybe, throwing out jugs,
cleaning up, clearing up trash, it’s
possible that I could have handled any
kind of chemicals at that time.

SM: There was a lot of talk about the
occult and witchcraft, are you interested in
those things?

PC: No, not at all. I never have been.
I’m interested in a variety of subjects, but
the occult has never been one of them.

SM: You must get some sense that
there are still some angry people out there
who would like to make you drink Velpar.
Are you as angry at the community as the
community is at you?

PC: Well, I don’t know that the
community is really angry at me. As far as
Velpar goes, I'd welcome the chance 1o
drink Velpar. [ know one thing those
people don’t know. I’ve leamed it since
the trial began: Velpar is harmless to
human beings. I know I've had no

problems in jail, or from people on the
cutside. I've received nothing but support,
1o hate mail.

SM: What are you going to do now?

PC: I will not suffer, regardless of the
environment I’m placed in. I'd rather be
free, but if I can’t be, then I’ll just enjoy
the three meals a day, knowing that [ have
a bed to sleep in every night.

Shawn Malone is g reporier for KLBF - AM .
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Brink of extinction ,
Anthropocentric: regarding mankind z
and human values as the central fact”
or focus of the universe, life, ete. .
This five-syllable word summarize
the worldview and inevitable consesi
quences that has put many of the -
world’s creatures on the brink of ex-
tinction. We may also find gne day -
that only a biocentric worldview can
keep mankind from joining the grow-
ing list of lost species.

Here in the Austin area we have |
some ongoing events that owe them-
selves to this concept: the poisoning of
the Treaty Oak and attempts to save °

~ the'golden-cheeked warbler and black-
capped vireo, and the public outcry
‘over both. On one hand, no stone must
be left unturned and no expense un-

" spent until the suspected killer of this
tree is brought to justice, On the other
hand, thousands of trees and the Hill

- Country habitat to these endangered:
song birds must be sacrificed so that .
wealthy land speculators and deve-
lopers can get even wealthier. The gen-
eral public reaction to both of these
events has been shortsighted and truly
anthropocentric.

The Treaty Oak is of no importance,
and unforfunate as its desth is, it's of
no conseguence except in the minds of
a few.

I hope that all the voices that were

wyzaised in defense of one tree come to

“the 'defense of these unigue species and

. their habitat. Nature's creations are

{ disappearing from the Earth daily, and
‘not just in some remote country but .

«.right here in Travis County. Extine-

s tion is forever. '

HOWARD 7. LEVINE
14900 Hunning Deer Trall
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Politics tarnish
Lone Star image

By David Elliot
American-Statesman Capitol Staff

The governor’s race in Texas has made news from
Borneo to Great Britain and has drawn reporters from
as far away as Denmark and Australia. But the expo-
sure has not necessarily enhanced the state’s image
around the world.

Some Texans abroad have cringed at reports of po-

litical developments from their home state. “At best,”

said a Texan in London, “these candidates are perﬁl

ceived by the international community as a laughable

bunch of tnggerohappy cowboys; at worst, as shockmg

and appalling.”

During the Democratic primary, for example, the
international media showed Attorney General Jim
Mattox and former Gov. Mark White bragging about
the number of criminals they had executed.

Then, Ann Richards, the eventual Democratic no- :

minee, was accused of using illegal drugs.
Finally, international attention shifted to Republy
See Lone Star, A10

Continued from A1

can nominee Clayton Williams,
who told a joke about rape, then
admitted that as a young man, he
paid prostitutes for sex.

The campaign between Wil-
liams, who wears a cowboy hat and
sings Mexican ballads, and Rich-
ards, who hobnobs with Hollywood
stars, will continue to get more in-
ternational publicity than elections
in other states, media experts say.

But is that good?

“1 think the current race certain-
ly reinforces the image of Texas,
which in my mind is obsolescent if
not ohsolete,” said Elspeth Rostow,
a professor of American studies at
the University of Texas at Austin.

Her daughter lives in France,
where the television and press, as
well as Cable News Network, have
covered the Texas gubernatorial
race. Rostow said her daughter was
not surprised.

“She had been abroad long
enough to know that Texas stories
do tend to travel,” Rostow said.

And they travel extensively. In
1983 and 1984, when the television
program Dallas was a hit, Rostow
and her husband visited 34 foreign
countries. “There was scarcely a
country that had no knowledge of
Dallas,” Rostow said. *“This I found
unfortunate but perhaps
inevitable.”

Although other states — notably
California and Florida -~ are elect-
ing governors this year, the Texas
race seems to be drawing the most
attention, say reporters and editors
who work for foreign publications.

To date, journalists from Austra-
lia, Denmark, France, Great Bri-
tain and West Germany have
covered the race.

For instance, The Economist, an

i internationally distributed maga-

zine published in London, sent re-
porter John Peet to Texas during
the primaries. Under the headline,
“Choosing a Star for the Lone Star
State,” Peet sized up two candi-
dates this way:

“Mr. Mattox was once acquitted
of bribery and has some dubious
associates. Mr. Williams showed
an ignorance of government that
would have done Ronald Reagan
proud. But he had a terrific smile.”

George Brock, foreign editor of
The Times of London, dispatched a
reporter to Texas last fall

“We are periodically covering
the major U.S. races,” Brock said,
“Texas' is an imporiant race with
colorful-characters in s big state.”

The race also has contained is-
sugs — such as the death penalty
— that captursd international at-
fention,

James Roach of
visited %aw
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ags “is alive and well in the world’s
far corners”

Hoach discovered this in & hotel
bar in the city of Pontiangk. When
Roach said he was from Texas, the
young bartender replied,

i en

“Oh,

where they are killing people.”

“1 thought he might have been
looking at old Westerns, but the
Aussie sitting next to me explained
that the CNN clip on capital pun-
ishment in the Texas governor’s
race had just appeared on the
nightly English-langusge news
televised from Kuching, Sarawak,
East Malaysia,” Roach wrote.

A similar report also reached
Lisa Haberman, living temporarily
in London.

“Is killing people reelly Mark
White's proudest accomplishment
from his years as governor?” Ha-
berman asked. “As a Texan, I am
embarrassed by the image of Texas
being presented to the rest of the
world.”

The death penalty’s prominence
in the campaign upset non-Texans
as well. Jenny Stephenson of Lon-
don, a member of Amnesty Inter-
national, wrote letters to Texas
newspapers expressing opposition
to capital punishment.

In Texas’ gubernatorial primary, -

all of the major candidates, includ-
ing Richards and Williams, sup-
ported the death penaity. In a
telephone interview, Stephenson
said she found this ‘“quite
shocking.”

“The trend toward abolition |

worldwide seerns to be going in re-
verse in the U.8.A., and the Texas
governor’s race seems to be one ex-
ample,” she said.

Michael Rucci, foreign corre-
spondent for News Litd. of Austra-
lia, a newspaper chain, says
Williams' gaffes have hexghtened
his bureau’s interest in Texas
politics.

“The only time our readers hear
about the race is when Mr. Wil-
liams shoots his mouth off,” Rucci
said.

Bill Taylor, executive director of
the Texas Department of Com-
merce, said the occasional publicity
about the race has not hurt the
state’s business climate.

“Anybody making major invest-
ment decisions involving millions
of dollars doesn’t particularly care
about Texas politics,” he said.

Recently, for example, Tavior’s
agency escorted 10 Japanese busi-
ness writers around Texas, Accord-
ing to Bob Branson, a department

spokesman, the reporters never
asked sbout the governor's race.
They did ingquire, however, about
the heslth of Treaty Cak.

?ﬁag};e who complain that the
3 petisates msm; LOW-

dotlars - i Tezas.
“There is 2 myth about Tezas in-
ternationslly, and it doss glve us an
sdge sometimes,” Taylor said “In
other cases, we paint a different
image, depending on the market
're dealing with.”
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