EDITORIALS

Treaty Oak poisoning a sick act

. that is also an Austin land-

mark, is in danger from deliber-
ate poisoning. Only a sick person
would perform such a senselessly de-
structive act.

T reaty Oak, a 600-year-old tree

. City and state authorities say the

tree was intentionally poisoned with
a herbicide that is designed specifi-
¢ally to kill trees. Forestry experts
are not sure the tree will survive.

* The Treaty Oak, with a branch
spread of more than 100 feet, was a
landmark and popular spot for pic-
nics before the city grew around it,
according to the Handbook of Texas,
published by the State Historical
Association.

The tree takes its name from a sto-
ry that Stephen F. Austin signed a
treaty with the Indians under its
branches, though the Handbook says
there is little authentic evidence of
this. But it’s the kind of historical
legend that Texas is made of, and
that story has helped make the ma-
jestic tree a landmark. In 1927, the
tree was admitted to the American
Forestry Association’s Hall of Fame.

The poisoning was senseless and
shameful. And it is ironic that among
a generation of Austin residents
strongly concerned about the envi-
ronment, there is someone who delib-
erately tried to kill a tree that has
endured 600 years. :
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oak poisoning
intentional

By Jim Phillips

American-Statesman Staff

The Treaty Oak was intentionally poisoned by
someocne using a chemical specifically formulated to
kill trees, officials said Monday.

“It’s obviously not an accident,” said John Giedrai-
tis, a city forester who has been directing efforts to
save the 600-year-old live oak, an Austin landmark
since the city was founded. 4

The Texas Department of Agriculture, which is in:
vestigating the incident, said the exact chemical used
would not be known until today, but initial test results
showed it was a tree-killing herbicide.

“They did find something, and it’s pretty nasty,”
said Giedraitis, who said last week the tree might not
survive. “This chemical is e ae———————
used to kill trees. It’s not ,,, e
used to kill weeds. They 'It'S something

knew what they were doing. | have a very .
“It's something I have a , ;
very hard time comprehend- hard time
. ing. It’s a pretty senseless comprehend-
,act'7) . R
N Ofﬁcialsdasaid last week, ing. It's a
when the damage to the tree
was discovered, that they pretty i
hoped the incident was an senseless act.’
accident, possibly caused by . -
someone using too much ofa JOhn,G'edram"
chemical designed to kill a city forester
weeds or grass. The treat-
ment last week consisted of replacing contaminated
soil and injecting activated charcoal and bacteria into
the ground to neutralize the effects of the chemical.
The Treaty Oak, off Bayior Street between Fifth
and Sixth streets, was purchased to be included in a
city park in 1937. [t was once named the most perfect
specimen of a tree in North America, and a photo-
graph of the tree, which has a limb span of more than
11)0% feet, hangs in a tree Hall of Fame in Washington,
Giedraitis said no new treatment is planned unless
the tree starts losing its second set of leaves. The Trea-
-ty Oak is putting out a new set leaves in response to
_.the loss of most of its spring leaves to the deadly
herbicide.
“We're in a wait-and-see mode right now.” he said.
Soe Oak, B4

Vet s

f

A chemical formulated to kill trees was used on the Treaty Oak, says
- the Austin forester directing efforts to save the 600-year-old tree.

Oak From B1

Staff file phota by Karen Warren

“It could go either way.”

The chemical, which inhibits
photosynthesis, was identified at
an agriculture department lab in
Brenham.

Max Woodfin of the department
said that if the person responsible
could be found, the agency could
impose civil fines of up to $1,000
and could file a Class C misde-
meanor criminal charge, punisha-
ble by a fine of up to $200.

“Our laws don’t cover things
such as destruction of historical
sites or monuments,” Woodfin
said.

Apparently, a large quantity of
the herbicide was used, Woodfin
said. The chemical is thought to
have been applied at least three
months ago, and officials were not
sure traces of the poison would still
be found in soil samples.

“There was quite a bit used,”
Woodfin said. “It was a consider-
able amount, but whether that was
a few gallons or a bunch of gallons,
I don’t think we'll ever know unless
we find the person who did it.”

Officials have come up with no

possible motives for the incident.
However, one city official said last
week that it was conceivable some-
one was mad at the city and saw
this as a way to take revenge.

Paul Roberts, a city environmen-
tal specialist, added, “It’s not our
tree. It's everybody’s tree.”

Meanwhile, officials said there is
little more to do to try to save the
Treaty Oak.

“We've really, really got our
fingers crossed and are saying our
prayers for the tree, because that’s
all we can do right now,” Giedraitis
said.
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Staff photo by Larry Kolvoord

More visitors than usual Saturday came to check on the condition of Treaty Oak. The tree has been damaged by chemical poisoning.

Visitors wish Treaty Oak a speedy recovery

By Morgan Montalvo

American-Statesman Statf

A steady stream of well-wishers drove to a
small West Austin park Friday to visit the ail-
ing Treaty Oak, a 600-year-old landmark that
authorities say may have been intentionally
poisoned.

The majestic live oak, located on Baylor
Street between Fifth and Sixth streets, has
sustained a severe chemical burn and is losing
its leaves. Forestry experts are not sure the
tree — which was once named the perfect tree
in North America — will survive.

“We were just talking about another cak
tree at our apartment complex in South Aus-
tin,” said Mark Phillips, who stood with his
wife, Shirley, at the edge of the tree’s shade
line and peered up at its foliage Saturday
afternoon.

T just can’t uinderstand why — why.” he
said angrily.

Kavin Kelp. a denust who said he drives
along Bavlor Street daily to and from work,
sawd he began noticing people gathering near
the tree Friday.

“I've always been interested in these kinds
of things,” he said, pointing to the oak’s out-
stretched, slightly downturned branches.

“I just hope this thing lives,” he said. “It’'s a
major part of history.”

Kelp said many people were probably visit-
ing the tree for the first time.

“People who didn't know where it was be-
fore will realize that these kinds of things
aren't forever.”

News of the tree’s poisoning brought Satur-
day's outpouring of concern by scores of
vigitors.

Charles Mayes, owner of the Treaty Oaks
Cafe, said the number of people visiting the
tree had skyrocketed this weekend. The pesti-
cide poisoning was the topic of most of his
customers’ conversations.

“It seems to be a top-of-the-line concern,”
he said. “We've seen a number of people —
five to six dozen — just coming out to look at
the tree. [t evidently is a more significant
landmark than anyone in Austin thought. We
have a number of customers who were mar-
ried at the tree.

“We don’t consider ourselves the primary
source of information, but we're receiving re-
ports from customers daily,” Mayes said.

Among those to visit the ailing tree was City
Council Member Max Nofziger, who visited
the tree Saturday morning.

Some of the visitors brought their children.
Others toted cameras.

Ed Bustin, a retired Army warrant officer
who lives across the street from the oak, said
he has noticed new leaves sprouting from the
tree's branches.

“I'd like to think all of this was an acci-
dent,” he said, gesturtng to an oblong patch of
freshly replaced soil where tree technicians in-
jected activated charcoal near the root system
to arrest the damage.

‘I think they caught it in time.” he said.

Bustin, an Austin native who 3aid he was
one of thousands of Texas school children
who raised money in 1936 to purchase the
tree, said he believes the landmark will surv -
the poisoning.

As Bustin spoke, motensts on Havl
Street slowed and stared at the tree.




e diR R S

1804 UOIBNOH M| ‘8861 QD

SR I GG e TR A RN NN W, T e

1B jOO] URd NOA, "ples oy aip {pm
W 10 100 1 ysny Joqs jim Y,
‘JALAINS PINOM 231
SN} IDt1aym pajse sem 1api1)
. .. /9jqnon
ut 5,)) “s3ewep juenijiuBis Buimoys
'St,, 331} 9y} pies s Ing nosjuaw
-y pres  ‘jno 1 patnod snf pue
affered 1oyl ur Bungiawos punoj
"Apoqauios ey aaatjaq o) Ja1sea s 1
1R djqeqordun ue ayif swads )y,
- “yeo ue uosiod 0)
apIqIaYy Jo puty B ayy payad
-BARY 01 Aon isni o, pajednsiyd
“-08 Aj3ane[al 3q 0] aARY pnom [ep
~UeA ay) ‘wisyepuea padsns ajdoad
‘awos 3piym pres nonuauny
"13qwad3Q] se ofe Buoj
se 235 ) o} pandde uasq aaey
"pInod [edayd 21y pres A3y ‘fed
,-IIAYD By) JO sjunowte feuoppe
qlosqe pinoys pres S0 Yoym
‘puncid ay) 0) jeodreyd Buik|d
.-de a59m Aepuy sman pue 'pasow
-3 U92q sey 331 3y Jo aseq ay
punole uIoly §10s pajRUILE)LO)
- : JJo 1 yst
U1 puR Ul 2u300 PINod aseasIp 931}
10 1yBiq jo spury Jayio ‘ayess sy up
pies 51 ‘pres spaqoy |, 'etuownaud
1o ButAp oy s “ssans up sy,
L. oW yoed 1ayeam
‘pue sayeam’ smotd dan ay puy
‘Ajpajesdar utede s)noids pue
SIARD| M3U sIsof ‘sjuatuadedar
Snosds ‘saaea| sasop ) ‘pauostod
i$1 33N v uayp “fead e 30u0 Ao
suaddey sso| jeaj ‘AyeuntoN -spnq

LS

“afenno sins 991} 01OISIY 0) abewed VO

{eInjey WOl 1aYjaym 'saaea]
S350} 221} B USYM DPres suaqoy

'SHUIQOY pres | ‘1apuom
nok sayeut Jo pury jeym sjeyy,,
‘wrey jo qudis ou moys *yied
9y} Ul sGnUYS pue s33n Iayjo se
1om s ‘ssead ayy Jo 1581 3y, Burkp
10 peap sem 331 ay) Jo aseq Iy} Je
Aj3a1p 31D 100]-£ 0} -7 © L1 sses
pres ay ng 'sU3qoy pies | ‘auop
Apeuonjuajur sem )1 Kes pjnod
nok yutod sig} e yuy) yuop g,
kR
ay) Ieau a1aymAue SapRIQIBY 10
S|ednuatd ou sasn ‘yed ay) sue)
-utews PPIYm udwireda uosteal
-3y pue sxyred A unsny ayj,
"punoiB oy uo sjood Buiwunms
N0 ueapd o) pasn spedwayd sdwinp
10 321} € 123U 00} JA||tY PIsm s3sh
SUOIWDS UIYM Insas u3yjo uone
“1io}ap pue winq jesi pres spaqoy

Aje1o0g uognpny |suojieN
.—:o.::w-.:..( ageq —
. A1B1sAW [ps.
B s,]] '884) JeY] Isuiebe
abprub jo puny Aue
. Bummey pooyioqubleu-.
8y} ur suoAue
suibew ,ueo | _ _

6861 ‘'t sunt ‘AVQUNLYS

3AN UNSRY 90001 Pl sey ey
aseastp ay) 4By o (i1 ayy 4q pany
sem oym ‘suaqoy pres | ‘Ajeidads
Aw seyy s feo jou st syl
“aBeuiep (ednuayd Ayuipap
MOUs saae3| e Ales1y ay) pes
siaqoy 930 ay) Yyum Fuoim Buiyy
-3wwos 3q o) pateadde a1ay) podas
0} paucdsja) auoaWos uaym ‘Kep
~S3UPI M DOUIS JUIPIOUL 31)) Funedn
-S3AUL UG 3ArY S[RINjO Juswed
-3 uoneaIIY P Syse uysny
. ’ s
-dojaaep sanpadsord Aue jo Aem
ayy w Bupueys 51 san Yy yuiLy
Luop I, "Ajpog uoqnpny jeuoh
~eN ai) 10] juapisasd 201A [RuOIFaL
‘Inosjuatiy agag pres ‘KiejsAw
[ea1 e 5.1 331 jey jsurefe a3pu3
jo puiy Aue Buiaey poorogydiau
oy w1 auochue suiBewy jues |,
‘A3
-10} Jo tosiaadns sunsny rapu)
uuato pres |, ysed Ao e st iy sty
uo piing o} 138 1oaau phayy,,
“19B1ZJoN pres
JIE 12 11 op pnom ApogAue Aym
surBew jued> | ‘puey sayjo Iy
uo ing "adeys peq jey) uf 3q plnom
radojarap Aue auiFews jued |,
‘paydIal-1vy St RApI
1ey) pres s1ayo pue 1afizjoN Ing
. B ‘Auadoid ayy
uo 349 ue yim siadojaaap Aq auop

uaaq aary pinod adewep Jey) parey

-ndads 210)s AQresu e Ul usWIop
1./ 9311 [RjuNeaq JeY) AZHRpURA

1-v woaiy

o8| [ Thed ol

o104d gy

pnasd swxe ] 'pOUMO UOISNOL]

010

0D

ZL-V "™MvO 895 ases|y

pinom ApoqAue Aym mouy juop 1, “yed sy
" 1eau 31eD yeQ Awai) oyl je Jadeuew ® 'uos

-urfly uoy pies 't inoqe peq Anaad 199y 1,
‘SJURINT)SIL PUL SOPUOD ‘S3UD

-¥eq 'sanbiinog jo vase ue ‘12ang g 1534

Jeau yred Aud jewls e ul spuels 'ssyduely
jo Kdoues j00}-871 © sey pue yHy soLoys
U WL} BI0US I YONIM DRI} DY) Aepoy
, 'S3IRIG AL BY) tWOJ) $I3}11as pue sue
-1pU] U3aMI3q A1eary IS4 ) pauBis oy usym
221) B Ypedusq poois unsny 4 usydarg
oY) ¥ sey pualy| ‘sbouep pue sauouIalad
Joj pasmjjed sueipu] aiaym 'S{e() [PUN0D
2Yy pafled ‘S3RO DAl JAISSRUI B JO DACIH
 £q papunoLns aduo sem yeQ Kjeai] sty
,JBuuadBeis ysnl s )
suostod pue 1no 5208 snf ade pauayyBus no
ut ApDQOWIOs UaY) ‘SHIOM 3N} — preyy ‘opeit
-0} ‘spooyj — soudonseied feameu ssayy e
pue s1234 9saY) jje paAtaIns ye(y Kjealy ayy.,

AR,

¥

UaBizjon YRy UPWIS3[ES I9MOY JAWI0D NS
IAULI0} pUR JBqUWAW 1UND) AN ulsny
Ples /331 ssalasualap @ oy yey) axy Bunp
“AUIOS Op 0} Juem ApOGauIos pinom AU,
AAMNT (1M 331 A IIYIIYM JO ‘umoiq AFuip
® SUARIY S BUUINY ST IPIDIQISY JO puiy Jeym
SMOWY U0 ol 1e] 05 Jng BINNUBY Jo Juaw
,:E_,é SBXD ], 9Y) pue AISISAILN WRY SeXI |
w spadxa &g paisa) Butaq st 9an yeo plo-1rak
005 A pUnom wolp 1os pies suaqoy
unsny Jo AN gy ynm 1
R3S [UaIDIAUS UR ‘suaqoYy ey pres
'O O3 JRUM MOIY | UOD DM ‘SEM |t RO
1O PUDY RUMANO DU IM UM 3L S 3,
Aep
U p1es speingo L1 pavostod Ayeuonuaym
vaaq asey Anint pue spp s 105 JupyBy st ve
“XAL ML SIBN snoute) js0ul pue Jsafie] ysapio
AULJO U0 TRy Ajeau ] s UNSNY — NILSNY

OVIHNG NHLSNY 150

yeQ Aleas] ouoisiy S,91e1S 01
abewep uosiod Jano abennp



VUUDUUHUWS I VIR WG DU W VW W W e

Poison assaults Treaty Oak

Experts fight for historic tree’s life after chemical burn
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Statf photo by Keren Warren
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LEGENDARY TREATY OAK WHICH WAS PURCH}&SED BY TIHE CITY IN 1937

Legend says that S(cphen F. Austin signed an hlstor

@Hy s Treaty Oak
‘mpm of Eegemﬂs

By AUDRAY BATEMAN

Almost every natural beauly spot -

. In Austin is steeped In legend. There

f are myths about an Indian princess
~, who plunged lo her deaith from
.- Mount Bonnell; stories of hidden

. treasure along Shoal Creek; storles
of {he pacing white stallion at Onion
- Creek, but there are probably more

legends about the Trealy Oak than

"* any other landmark.

The beautiful tree js located on
Baylor Street, just south of West
Stxth Street, Its limbs spread across
127 feet and is estimated to be more
than 500 years old.

According fo legend, Ste hen F.

Austin signed the flrst Boun ary line

agreement between the Indians and
whites under the branches of the
great oak, Other stories teil that the
lree was originally part of a clusler
of trees known as the “Council
Oaks” and (hat the Indians met at
the spot to smoke the peace pipe,
have lribal ceremonies and plan war
campaigns. Il was also said that the
acorns from the lree had special
powers, Tefas Indlans believed that
brew Irom the acorns mixed with
wild honey brought back the lovers
to the maldens who drank the potion.

The first owner of the tree and
tand surrounding was James JL
Hoavowmd whe was tregsurer of the
state of Téxag o ine Hios, Judge

Wcrter] 00
scra pbook

- John Ireland was (he next owner,

and In 1882 the property was sold to
W.IL, Caldwell. In the late 1820, the /
hallowed ground where {he lree is loy
caled was offered for sale with thé
possibility of the (ree being cut

. down, and the cry to save the Treaty

Oak was heard across Texas. Woni-
en's organizations look up the cause
and (ried lo interest the stale in pur-

chasing the land. To (urther the in-

terest, a prize was offered by an
Oklahoma man for the best poem
written about the tree. Finally, in-
1837, the City of Austin brought the
tand on which the {ree stands. The
contracl of sale stipuiated (hat the
Trealy Oak should not be destroyed.

The legends may not be true, but
na one will deny that the Treaty "Oak
is a beautiful sight to behold. Ac-
cording to the Austin Statesman ol
Nov, 5, 1955: “Treaty Oak in Austin,
Texas, was selecled by the Ameri-
can Forest Association as the most
Urfecl specimen ol a tree in the

nited States.” '
Aundray Ra!eman is Curator of the
Sustin Travs  Centy  Caitectfon,

Austr Putdne L /br.il}

]c treaty undcr the tiee.
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AUSTIN - -
A HISTORICAL PoRTIAAIT

Lavsy Wil \cdi‘ji« by‘

it indicated a precarious future for the young city.

Life on the American frontier demanded optimism, and Austin’s first
citizens possessed an abundance of that resource. By the spring of 1840
government buildings were bustling with activity, and businesses were
rapidly opening to serve ihe needs of the expanding populaton. Two
newspapers. the Ciiy Gazete and the Sentinel. began operations and served
as watchdogs for the public interest Real estate dominated the economic
scene. with the average city lot selling for about $400. Pine was shipped in
from Bastrop 1o fill those lots with houses and businesses. Two churches
a Baptist and a Presbyierian, were constructed as well as six gambiing
casinos. The first census, taken in 1840 listed a otal of 856 inhabitans. 71t
white and 145 slave. In little over a year the population had increased from
about 10tonearly 1.000. Despite the apparent progress and prosperity. events
in 1841 and 1842 not only destroyed Austin's optimism but also threagned
its very exisience.

Since Austin lay on the western edge of the Texas frontier, Indian raids
against life and property were common. The continuing Comanche threat
made it unsafe for anyone to travel outside the city's general vicinity uniess
protected by armed escort. This point was made dramatically in 1841 when
Travis County's first county judge, James Smith, was killed by a Comanche
raiding party. Judge Smith crossed Shoal Creek to search for stray cattie and
ventured too far west of Treaty Qak, the symbolic dividingline between Anglo
and Indian territory. As the Indian uprisings grew more frequent and More
severe, legislators from the more populous East Texas and Gulf Coastregions
complained bitterly about the dangers surrounding Austin. Led by the hero of
the Texas Revolution, Sam Houston, Critics repeatedly demanded that the
capital be removed to safer quarters.

when Mexican troops under General Vasquez marched into san
Antonio in March of 1842, many residents of the Colorado River valley
panicked and evacuated the area. Those expressing anti-Austin sentiment
now exploited the fear of the Mexican forces as well as that of the Indians in
order to demonstrate the inadequacies of Austin's defenses. Sam Houston
was now president of the Republic, and the tide of events supported his claim
that Austin was too far out on the frontier to be a suitable capital. Under the
continuing threat of Mexican attack, President Houston ordered the seat of
government transferred back to Houston, presumably to protect the
government archives from capture or destruction. This led to the so-called
Archive war, a non-violent confrontation in which Austin citizens refused1olet
Houston's representatives remove the archives. Even though the archives
remained in Austin, Congress met at Washington-on-the-Brazos and at
Houston for the next three years.

Foliowing the removal of governmental operations in March of 1842,
Austin experienced the lowv pointin its young history. The population steadily
declined, and the vacant houses and businesses created the image of g ghost
iowrt, The boommtown atmaosphere that was prevalent justinree years eariier
was non-existent. With the continual threat of Indian and Mexican atack
nere was littie reason 1o believe that Austn would survive, But the struggli
/1, keptalive by afew determined citizens and a primitive barer £«
did survive. In July of 1845, the new presidentof the Hepub f Texas.
jones, convened a Constiutional Conventon in Austn, This e
fulfilled the requirements for Texas to be admitted as the tweniy-eignu ¢
of tne United States of America. The future of Austin wasonce again a bright
one, now as a state capital rather than a national one.
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" This huge tree, fa1ed in legend,

the whites would keep to the territory
east of Shoal Creek, reserving the lands
west for the redskins. Exactly where the
treaty meeting was held is not known.
The great Treatv Qak, not far from Shoal
Creek, would have been a likely place.
W. H. Folts. president of the Austin

[

ha

des Treaty Oak Park in Austin.

National Bank, whose home is near the
tree, said he and the Caldwell brothers,
Tom and Walter, used to play under the
oak and among its limhs when they were
boys. And the tree, older than the State of
Texas and the United States, will very
likely shade many more generations. N )

|
|
|
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TREATY OAK

When T. J. (Tom) Caldwell, former
Houston banker, state senator and “ow
a rancher in Bastrop, sold the land on
which Treaty Oak stands, he stipulated
that the city of Austin should not destroy
the tree or use the land for any other pur-
pose as long as the tree remained alive.

That was thirteen years ago, August
11, 1937. Today, the site on Baylor
Street just off West Sixth is known as the
Caldwell Treaty Oak Park. The fabul-
ously old oak tree, steeped .in legend,
shades more than a quarter acre of lawn,
spreads its limbs across 127 feet, and at-
tracts tourists from all over the world.

The aged Mexican caretaker who
waters and cuts the grass once a week
for the city says people from Houston,
Dallas, San Antonio, New York, otheg
cities and even foreign countries often
stop by to gaze at the tree, one of Aus-
tin’s outstanding landmarks. They some-
times spread picnic lunches under the
shade and sit on the ground like the
Indians who according to legend, held
council there more than 100 years ago.

Scientists have estimated the life of
the mighty oak at from 300 to 600 years.
and though some minor patches and re-
pairs have been made on the tree, it stitl
appears healthy and has promise of e¢ven
longer life. A picture of Treaty Oak now
hangs in the Hall of Fame of Forestry in
Washington, D. C., where it has DLeen
termed one of the most perfect specimens
of a tree in North America.

According to legend, Stephen T, Aus-
tin, “the father of Texas,” signed the first
boundary line agreement between In-
dians and whites under the canopy of
the great oak’s branches. Other stories
tell of Indian lovers who made their tryst
here when the land heyond was all forest.
prairie. and undammed rivers. The tree
originally was a member of a group of
trees known as “The Council Oaks.” Tt
is said that Indians in the old days met
under Treaty Oak to smo%e the peace
pipe, plan war campaigns, and carry on
tribal ceremonies.

There may he a great deal of truth i
the legends, or they may originate in that
mist of dreams which natural beacty
evokes in all of us. A reliable historian
told the writer that around the year 1839
when Austin was founded, the Indians
carried off and massacred a small boy
and girl found wandering alone near
Shoal Creek, which runs through West
Austin. After the affair and its subse-
quent battles, the Indians and whites met
to make a treaty; and it was decided that

5
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The Troaty Qak

IN A SMALL CITY PARK IN AUSTIN, NEAR THE
the Colorado River, stands a stately live oak tree known as the Treaty
For centuriec. its spreading branches have observed Ind
dances, religious ceremonies, important conferences, and the signings of

pacts ang treaties.

The tree is the or
“Counci! Ozks,” under which Stephen
reputed to have signed the first ‘boundr
ans and the whites. An imaginary kine running no
heart of this group of oaks divided the territory and re

EST BANK OF
QOazk.

ly survivor of a group of live oaks known as the
F. Austin, the “father” of Texas, is
v-line agreement between the Indi-
rth and south through the
mained inviolate for

years

ans regarded the tree with supersitious reverence.
One of the many legends associated with this tree speaks of indian
maidens who brewed a “love tea” of its'tender leaves. If they drank the tea

while gazing at a full moon, their lovers would be true forever. If they

performed the ritual while the tribe was at war, their warriors would return

home safely. . e
’ Believed to be more than 500 years old, the tree was nominated in
1927 to the American ForestryfASStScia”rhio‘n's Hall of Fame for Trees, in
Washington, D. C., where it was pronounced the most perfect specimen of a
North American tree. T
In 1937, the tree was in danger of being removed by its owner.
Through the efforts of interested persons, it was purchased by the City of
Austin and its site dedicated as a city park. One of the first contributors to a
fund to save this tree was a group of Campfire Girls in Port Arthur, Texas.

The Treaty Ock is in a small Ausun oy park on the cast side of
Baylor Avenue, between Fifth and Sixth Strects. A marker is
23

erected in front of the tree.

Long before the white man came, Tejas, Apache, and Comanche Indi—f_‘

LR

ian war councilsand__
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TEXAS FOREST NEwg
L NEwg

(Photo by Boone’s, Austin)

On the west bank of the Colorado Tiver within the city limits of Austin
stands a mammoth live-oak tree beloved by history loving Texans as “The
Treaty QOak.” )

The Treaty Oak has played an xmportant and romantic part in the history

of the Lone Star State.

Battles have been planned. pacts signred,

important

conferences planned, feasts and religious ceremonies celebrated beneath its

mighty branches.

Stephen F. Austin, known as the father of Texas, is reputed to have signed
the first boundary line agreement between Indians and whites under the canopy

of the great oak’s branches.

The Treaty Oak’s age is estimated as between 300 and 600 years old. It's

branches have a spread of 127 feet.

A picture of this tree hangs in the hall of

fame of forestry at Washington where it has been pronounced the most perfect

specimen of a tree in North America.

Can you tell us about a famous, unusual or especially big tree in your

locality ?

For instance, who knows where there is a huge mesquite?

One Billion Cross Ties
Used By U. S. Railroads

About one billion cross ties are in
use by American railroads. These
are being replaced at the rate of
fifty million a year at a cost of
about 33 per railroad .tie.

Extending the life of railroad ties
only one year means an annual saving
conservatively estimated to run $7.5
million. A railroad using one million
ries can save 3150.000 by increasing
the life of ts ties one vyear.
~ Southern railroad engineers say
rhat wear accounts for rhe removail
srom crack of 80 to 90 per cent of
the tes.

POSTMASTER: I undeliverabls

for sny resson, notify the send-

er, stating resson. omr FORM

3574, postage for which is guar-
- anteed.

Handy Booklet Contains
Texas Forest Fire Laws

The Texas forest fire laws have
been brought up to date in a recently
revised circular. They were printed
in a handy eight-page booklet and
given free distribution by the Texas
Forest Service.

The “Texas Forest Fire Laws”
booklet contains the most recent en-
actment of the 50th legislature in
Austin during its 1947 session. In
this amended article, the legisiature
set up more stringent penalties for
willful and negligent setting of fires.
The minimum penaity is now a 3100
fine and/or 30 days in jail, the maxi-

mum a $1,000 fine and/or one year

in jail.

’

Following
The Foresters

Fiscal Clerk At Lufkin
Leaves Forest Service

Woodrow Hill,
Lufkin headquarters for the past five
vears, has severed his employment 5y
the Texas Forest Service to enter ;L
private accounting business in Lurkin,
The gir! employes in that department

will ecarry on under the superwisisn

of Assistant Division Chier M. v,
Dunmire.

C. L. Rich, Visual Aids
Specialist, Has A Son
C. L. Rich. Texus Torest Service

visual aids srecialist at A, & M. Col. -

lege, became the father of o new bapy
boy Dec. 23. The child, who weigheq

9 pounds, 9 ounces, has been named

Herman Charles.

Miss Kelley Joins TFS;
Mrs. Cavender Resigns

Miss Alice {Bert) Kelley joined the
Texas Forest Service stenographic
staffat A. & M. College as of Jan. 3.
Mrs. Joyvee Cavender. whose husband
graduates at mid-ferm, resigned Jar
15, and the duties of three stenograph-
erg were shifted within the depart-
ment at that time.

Mrs. McAlpine Compiles
Research Records Now

Mrs. Carolyn MecAlpine joined the )

Texas Forest Service as of Nov. 1 a8

compilation clerk for Silvicuiturist _’

Chief D. A. Anderson. Mrs. McAlpine
replaced Mrs. Dean McCaldin whose
husband will graduate from A. & X
College in January

2 Changes In Lufkin’s
Stenographic Staff

The stencgraphic staff at
gone ‘“wa changes recently. e
Thelma Hensiey and Miss Berni®
Blakeway nave tendéred therr resig”
nations. The wvacancies nave e€f
filled by Miss Juamita Parker ¢
Miss Jerry Jean Dunkin.

U. 3. POSTAGE
AID
PERMIT NO. 12
College Station, Texas
Sec. 562, P. L. & R.

fiscal clerk at the o

che Di-

vision of Forest Protection has under-
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No state has been more richly endow-
ed by nuturs than was Texas, the state
of wide open spaces, of Hower-coversd
prairies, of rich valleys, or virgin for-
&sts. Perhaps nothing in Texas is more
typical of the richness of this endowment

than the great historic trees that have

been preserved here and there over the
state——the gracerul mesquites, the lordly
pecans, the towering pines and wide-
spreading saks.

It is generally conceded that the
Treaty Oak ig the oldest living thing in
Texas, being more than 500 years of age
acecording ta tha leading Texas batanists,
Its  venerableness

TEXAs

FEDERATION

o e

THE T RE%TY 0AK

e T =

“All trees are beautifulebyt O, this one

Drips poetry and music  from each
bough;

Along its branches golden legends run,

Of ancient passion—burning even now:

The lifting up of
hands—

The sound of footsteps—softly moe-

wild  beseeching

casined—
The tribal prayers—and thus the great
02K standse.
An old reiterated song upon the wind.”
—Grace Noll Croweil.
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patrictic individuals ‘have i1e

terested themselves in it3 preservition,

ey

notably, Mrs. Mary citzgerald, Mrs g,
G, Hil,

Poeta’ Sersil

Senator Margie Neal ang the
Various pians nave Baen
suggested; thas of appealing to  the
school children, raising money by sub.
seription through the Texas Federztion,
and “seeking an appropriation from e
Legislature. It is now the plan w in.
troduce a bill in the naxt Legisiature
providing for. the purchase of the tres
and its maintenance as 3 state shrine,
The Texas Federation aof Women'y ¥
Clubs is asked to mother this byl

and its beauty, with
all that it typifies of
tradition and his.
tory make it a
“giory among
trzes,” a2 veritable
monarch of the Tax-
25 prairies,

The Treaty Oak
stands in silent
majesty on thae
bank of the Colo-
rado River, nazar
West Sixth St, in
Austin, Texas., With
an  outline almost
periectly rounded, it
covers - something-
lixe a quarter of an
acre and is more
than 120 fi across
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(200 £t as stated in
the last issue, was an error in  trans-
eribing). Its picture has been piaced in
the hall of famous trees in Washington
by the American Forestry Association,
mast  perfece

ted States, so

scorms whichk, if
by their warrior lovers on the eve of

- battle, would bring them back unharm-

ed. Too, it was regarded as an elixir
which would save from unrequited love,

¢
Traditicn has it tha

t Stephen F. Austin
arranged and signed under this tree, 3

S 3
aid in jts Passage,
Wa await vour ins-

ing, no marzle shaft
erected by magv
could ever cc::par:fﬂf'
in beauty of graa- I8
dsur wich

thiz
aral, living mony
menct planted by gur
Maker himselr and
16 hand should aver <%
Cause it i3 e
brought low excep
the hand of REjm
who gave i ’
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>
be a tres of peacs b3 °
2E

all Texans and e 300

treaty with the
fix the boundary ‘or his colony,
alse said to have heen regarded as
Tree~God, a temple of worsiiy for the
Comanches and tha Te! k

wnder {ts spreadin

couneils

this plot had
H. Raymond, Arst
of Judge Ireland.

treasurer and
She fesis now thar |
18 necessary to dispose of the land, val-
ued at from 36000 to 37000, yer she loves
ree and hopes thut it may be saved

¢ of Texas
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