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»'* Austin's historic Treaty’

Oakwaspomned“inam-

< ual,” police said Thursday,
_ after arresting a convicted:

burg[a.r for the crime.
Police said Paul Cullen,

" 45, had taken black-magic
« books from the library,
v but would not reveal a mo-

* tive behind the ritual.
s The Austin-American

- Statesman said the ritual

¥ was to cast a spell to win
¢ “or protect a woman.

; Apparently the fabled
* tree was picked at ran-
I dom, police said.

“The case gets weirder .
all the time," said
Lt Keith Leach. \
The arrest was an-:
nounced under the tree.
where legend holds Ste-
phen F. Austin s:gned l;-
pact with Indians. ¥
Experts have struwad
throughout the spring to,
save the stricken tree’=—
dosed with a deadly herhls
cide police think Cullen
got from the farm su
store where he works.
Cullen, held on $20,000
bail, is to answer a feiony
mischief charge today.
Possible penalty: 20 years
in prison; §10,000 fine.
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Suspect jailed ‘

Staff photo by Taylor Johnson
Dusty Hesskew, right, takes Paul Stedman Cullen into custody.

By Jim Phillips

American-Statesman Stalt

A man who bas been living in the back o
a truck in southeastern Travis County af>
ter being taken in by an area family was ar«
rested Thursday and charged with
poisoning the Treaty Oek landmark-in
what officials believe was a bizarre ritual.

Paul Stedman Cullen, who once chal-
lenged Austin police to shoot him during a
drug burglary, remained in jail Thursday
night in lieu of $20,000 bail. o e

When police searched Cullen's home
earlier Thursday, they found occult wpit. .
ings and at least one cult-related book,ac:
cording to one source close to the investi-
gation. s

Cullen is believed to have been trying t
cast a spell or curse by pouring herbicide
around Austin’s 600-year-oid Treaty Oak,
and by making a “‘magic circle” next to the
tree, sources have said. The spell suppo-
sedly was to protect a woman from a cer’
tein man, or because of a rivalry between
Cullen and the man over the woman. . .

Cullen is charged with criminal mischiaf
causing damage of more than $20,000,
which is punishable by & maximum of 20
years in prison and & $10,000 fine. If the
charge is enhanced by the jury agregimdf?
that Cullen has served a prior prisontermy,
the marximum punishment could be life i
prison. :

The charge sccises him of using the hes,
bicide Velpar to “knowingly and intention-
ally damage tangible property, to wit, one
live oak tree commonly referred to ap
“Treaty Oak.'" <o

An informant told police that he and
373, Cutlen ~nee “drove ground West Austip
Staff photo by Repn Barrees  1OOKINE for a jive rak tree (on} which to aps
City craws continge to fiaht to save the Treaty Oak by removing polsonad soil from around the base and roots of the tree. Sse Treaty Osk, A#
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ply Velpar,” according to an affida-
vit by police Sgt. John Jones that
was used 1o obtain ap arrest war-
rant early Thursday. Velpar, which
is designed 1o kill hardwood trees,
has been identified as the poison
used on the oak.

The informant also said Cullen
has admitted poisoning the tree,
and has said that on a tape record-
ing heard by Jones, the affidavit
says.

Jones said he could not rule out
the possibility that others were in-
volved in the Treaty Osk poison-
ing.

Cullen, identified as a suspect by
several people who called police,
was arrested about 11 a.m. Thurs-
day on FM 812 in Southeast Travis
County. :

The suspect, who had been un-
der police surveillance since 6 a.m.,
offered no resistance. Cullen left
his home in Elroy and drove the
eight miles to Austin to run er-
rands, police said.

Inside the pickup, police found &
29.caliber semisutomatic rifle
with a banana clip, several books,
and eight cans of beers. In the bed
of the truck were about two dozen
empty beer cans.

Also in the truck were numerous
cassette tapes containing music
ranging from Steppenwolf  to
James Taylor to Richard Wagner's
Ring trilogy.

Cullen — the first of some 20 jail

prisoners to be arraigned T’ hursday -

evening — appeared to be sleeping
through the remaining arraign-
ments,

But Cullen first had to endure
heckling from other prisoners.

*“Hey, this is the guy that ------
that tree. He ---ome it good,” said
one other prisoner.

Ancther prisoner told Cullen,
“Man, you're in big trouble, you
know that?”

The tree, which has received na-
tional attention since the attack,
mey not survive the poisoning.

At an afternoon press conference
at the historical tree to snnounce
the arrest, Jones declined to dis-
close Cullen’s criminal record.

“We want to give this man g fair
trial” Jones said. “We don't want
o taint his image any mors than it
already is in the public’ g

“Watnok it slow and easy on this
case due to its compl i

= o5

was having anxiety at se
print media and the sttentior
en the case.” :

it

give

John Giedraitis, Austin city for-

. ester who proposed to his wife un-
. der Treaty Oak and

has directed
treatment of the tree, said of
whomever is responsible for poi-
soning the tree: “I hope | meet i

- at the pearly gates.

“This poor guy obviously has

© some problems,” he said. “Yester-
. day, 1 felt a lot of animosity toward

himn. When we started to expose
the root zone of this tree {on Wed-

She said she had no knowledge of
Cullen being interested in the
occult.

Cullen's father, said to be a re-
tired military officer, would not

. comment on his son Thursday

nesday), we really started to violate
i the flower children.”

this tree, an ancient sacred object,

and we really started to like pull its ,

pants down, 80 to spesk.

“It was almost like a violation, !

" then you think about what this per-

son did, the feeling is almost like,
“You molested this innocent crea-

ture, a defenseless innocent crea- |

ture,” andyou get angry at that, but :

I'm over it today.

Cullen- — a community college !

graduate and apparently an avid
reader — is reportedly on a metha-
done program and has a string of
arrests dating back 25 years, many
related to drugs and alcohol. He
has twice been imprisoned for bur-
glary, once in Virginia and more re-
cently in Texas.

Cora Pearson, 87, is the matri-
arch of the Elroy family that took
in Cullen in early 1987.

Cullen, who was on parole, made

a home_in“th‘e”}?ed of a delivery

truck that is about 18 feet long. A
" metal loading platform on the rear

of the truck became Cullen’s front
porch, and a ladder provided easy
access into the home.

“T've always taken in people, the
homeless, people who needed help.
I've never been sorry,” Pearson
said Thursday night.

“He's always been nice, well-
mannered, well-behaved around
us,” she said. “He’s bad a rough
life, lived a life more or less like 2
hippie. He'd taken small jobs when
he could get them.”

Cullen sometimes helped run the
store, and was occasionally respon-
sible for placing orders for items,
but Pearson said she does not know
of Velpar being ordered.

When reports were broadeast on
television about the polsoning,
Pesrson said Cullen, who often ate
with the family, would have little
comment.

“We'd discuss why somecnz
do sometd o that, be-

parole last December, Pearson told
him to be happy, because “noW you

. can lay, that aside and be & free

men.”

night.

Hilliard  Nelson, Pearson’s
brother, said Cullen and his father
stayed in touch, but apparently had
not gotten slong well when Cullen
was younger,

Nelson described Cullen as “un-
usual, He always said he was one of

A native of Steubenville, Ohio,

. Cullen graduated from high school

in McLean, Va., according to law
enforcement records. In 1964, Cul-
len, then 20, was twice charged
with burglary in Virginia, and was
sentenced to 18 months in a state
prison. He served less than a year,
and was released in May 1965, ac-
cording to a prison spokesman.

By late 1966, Cullen was in Cali-
fornia, where he was arrested in
Los Angeles for drunken driving,
and received a fine, according to re-
cords. He also served several short
jail terms for DWI, public intoxica-
tion and possession of marijuana in
the late 1960s, the records indicate.

In 1972, he received an associate
arts degree in general education at
West Los Angeles College, and by
the summer of 1974 he had moved
to Texas,

After living in Houston, Cullen
moved to Austin in about 1976,
working mostly a3 a carpenter.

In March 1983, police responded
to a silent alarm at the Ace Drug
Mart on South Congress, and
found Cullen inside the store with a
quantity of drugs, according to rec-
ords. Cullen was eating narcotic
pills, police reported, and said to
the officers: “Shoot me, I feel
good.”

He was taken to Brackenridge
Hospital, where his stomach was
pumped, police reported. -

Cullen voluntarily paid 3188 for
damage at the store, and was
placed on probation for five years.
He was ordered to continue outpa-
tient treatment with the Travis
County Mental Health Mental Re-
tardation office, and was ordered to
get aleohol counseling.

Cullen’s probation was revoked
in Dec. 1986 because he had not
paid court fees or kept 8 job. He
went to Hunstville in January
1087 and was relessed on manda-

ision in March 1887, He

He was released
sion last December.

Sralt weitars Pete Szilagy, Beris Deigado
ang Ging Rulz coniributed 1o this report,
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Paul Stedman Cullen under arrest yesterday in Austin, Tex. He was
charged with tryiig to poison a 500-year-old oak tree. .

krsocted Press

Suspect Arrested in Attempt
To Kill a 500-Year-Old Tree

By LISA

HOUSTON, June 29 — The Austin po-
lice arrested a 46-year-old farm equip-
ment salesman and charged him with a
' felony in the poisoning of a 500-year-old

“{iiree. The police described the act as

i| partof a “‘riwal” but did not elaborate.
The suspect, Paul Stedman Cullen,
1 was arrested this morning in Elroy,
il Tex., a tiny suburb of Austin where he
Jives alone in what the police said was a
makeshift trailer home. He was
charged with criminal mischief. Be-
it cause the damage was estimated at
:| more than $20,000, the crime is a felony
punishable by 2 to 20 years in prison
and a fine of up (o $10,000.
il For weeks, Texans wondered who
i was trying to kill the ancient tree,
which is called the Treaty Oak because
of the legend, probably untrue, that Ste-
phen F. Austin sat beneath it and
signed a peace treaty with the Indians.

‘Could Have Blown Up a Bullding’ '

Sgt. Gary L. Richards, supervisor of
1 the assault and family violence unit of
| the Austin police, which has been inves-
tigating the case, said of Mr. Cullen,
1| “He bought himself a trip to the peni-
tentiary when he went after that ree.”’
“The guy could have killed two 10
three people in downtown Austin and
i} just have gotten a local writeup,” he
| said. ''He could have blown up a build-
1} ing that nobody had heard of and not be
"l'in this much trouble. I bet he rues the
' day he decided to go at that tree.”
it is charged that Mr. Cullen at
1acked the tree with the deadly herbi-
J cide Velpar, but why is unclear, Ser-
i geant Richards said. For several days
4 The Austin American-Statesman has
been saying the suspect peisoned the
; Lree to cast a black-magic spell. The
spell, the article said, was intended (o
" protect @ woman or settle a dispute
L aver a woman.
© I ap interview after he arrest Ser-
, geant Richaras said: “There was no
Suit, The papers are making & Dig deal
¢ about & cult and there wasno cule™
¢ The warrant for Mr Culien's arrest
* says he apphed the nerbicrde "in & ritu-
; ai” but does not elaborate. The warrant
¢ 15 based largely on the informauon pro-
vided to the police by “‘a credibie -
forsnant” who said Mr. Cullen got the
herbicide through his employment at
Pearson's Farm and Ranch supply.
The warrant said the informer was
present when Mr. Cullen “‘drove
| around West Ausun looking for a live
" gak on which to apply the Velpar.”
! The warrant, signed by Sgt. John
! Jones, savs Sergeant jones has heard a
- iape-recarded admussion oy Mr Cul

Special 1o The New York Times

BELKIN

record for burglary, was known 1o
carry a pistol, was believed to have
mental problems and had checked out
books on black magic and the occult
{rom the local library.

For three weeks, the Austin police
have been visiting pesticide suppliers
to inquire about recent purchasers of
Velpar, manufactured by the E. 1 du
Pont de Nemours & Company plant in
LaPorte, Tex. Sergeant Richards said
those visits had not led to Mr. Cullen’s
arrest.

He said Mr. Cullen’s name had been
supplied to the Austin Police Depart-
ment by an anonymous calier respand-
ing to a Du Pont offer of a $10,000 re-
ward for information leading to a con-
viction in the case.

Experts have repiaced the soil at the
base of the tree and introduced mi-
crobes to absorb the poison. Experts
{rom around the country are giving ad-
vice on medica) care for the tree. The
billionaire H. Ross Perot has said he
will pay all the bills.

ssaciete tess
. jonn Jones, who signed the
for Mr, Culien's arvest,
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Paul Stedman Cullen, a suspect in the Treaty Oak poisoning, is escorted to jail Friday in Austin,

Police charge man in tree case

Drifter accused of poisoning

By Mary Lanz

Austin’s historic Treaty Oak

POST AUSTIN BUREAU

AUSTIN — A 45-year-old drifter who worked for
a Travis County feed store was arrested Thursday
and charged with felony criminal mischief in what
authorities said may have been a ritual poisoning of
Austin’s 600-year-old Treaty Oak.

Police identified the man as Paul Stedman Cullen,
but said they had little information about the man,

Cullen, who has lived in the Austin area for less
than a year, was being held in lieu of $20,000.
Conviction could carry a sentence of up to 20 years
in prison.

Police said a “reliable and credible informant”
told them Stedman poisoned the massive live oak in

ebruary as part of a ritual, and that the informant

AP photo

had seen the powerful herbicide Velpar in the back
of Stedman’s 1979 blue Ford pickup.

“The informant was present when Paul Stedman
Cullen drove around West Austin looking for a live
oak tree,” said Sgt. John Jones. Jones declined to
give any more details about the nature of the ritual,
or to speculate on motives for the crime.

There had been reports the ritual was an atternpt
to cast a spell to protect a woman or because of a
rivalry over a woman.

Travis County District Attorney Ronnie Earle was

B Gh A e A e e o
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also reluctant to discuss details of the act, other tham -

confirm that it was a ritual and that the poisoning
was not a random act.

"“He did look for an oak tree to poison, but we

Please see OAK, A-24 |
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ﬁ\ustin'residents have set out ﬂowers and "get well”

Ex- Conwct Arrested in Tree Pmsmnng
L, Y}eaty Oa/‘ Stl” Str ugglmg Jfor Llfe n 701(15 Capital i

By Davxd L‘Vldl‘dm\s

Washoggton Post Sttt Wriger

AUSTIN, Tex., June 29-—A 45.
vear-old ex-convict and loner who
lived in a trailer on the yard of a
feed store in the rural village of
Elroy was arrested by Austin police
today in connection with the most
publicized crime in the capital city
this year—the | poisomng of the his-
toric Treaty Oak.

Paul  Steadman  Cullen
sooked on 4 crmunal-anschief fel
ony, @ charge that could Sring fines
of as cnuch is 310660 gnd I
onment for 20 years. He was ar-
rested shortly before noon as he
réturned to his trailer from a morn-
ing outing in Austin, where he had
been under suveillance by police
since dawn,

lhe arrest was Anm)umcd at a
WS HS

W

nre—ré—n 5

Ve

iz I Jiares ol

' “par, a potent chemical herbicide.

_two or three months ago with Vel-

Police Sgt. John Jones said Cullen
had been the prime suspect it re-
cent weeks and noted that Velpar -
was sold at the feed store where he
lived and worked, Pearson’s Farm
and Ranch Supply.

Although Jones declined to offer
a motive for the poisonmg, he in<
dicated that the chemical was
poured in a fashion that suygested a
1olk ritunt or curse of some sort.

Sotrees eariter old The Wash-
ington Post Hmt the suspect was
seen with 2 book on curses and rit-
uals, Court ducuments filed by po-
lice today also indicated that offi-
cers had heard a tape recording in
which Cullen “referred to the fact

that he poisoned Treaty Oak.”
Travis County prosecutor Ronald

Earle said no local erime in recent

stirred

menory had more pubhc

wishes at the base of the snckly 500-year-old Treaty Qak.

GARN

"’*Ien was arrested in 1983 for steal-

o

BY FAYTY WOOD FOR THE WASN

23
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,ther of Texas, had signed 4 treaty
With the Indmm under it, =
‘Earle said his office had re(,elVEd 3
dozens of phone calls with sugges-
tlom of punishment for the suspect.
"Most of them are unprintable,” He
said. &
Auordmg to court records,. Cui—

ing narcotics from an Austin drng
store. He was sentenced to two >
year% moprison but was released

early and gamed ¢ Naplevinent at rhe(
rced stare. ,:

As the arrest was announced,
city torestry workers could be seell,
digging out dirt in a 30-foot area at
the base of the tree. They were’
planning to drown the tree in water
Friday, then {ill the hole with acti-
vated charcoal, which [heyiz?ﬁavef
tried twice.

Austin f‘nrester Johu Fnedrmth
m(l he was slightly more aptigistic

week abest 5(#(:‘\

fo i Koy SO0
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Austin man faces mischief charges

By RON LUBKE
Daily Texan Staft

After a three-week investigation,
Austin police arrested a 45-yvar-vld
man Thursday in connection with
the paisoning of the fegendary Trea-
ty Oak — an act authorities say was
part of a calculated “ritual.”

Paul Stedman Cullen of 8983 El-
roy Road was charged with sucond-
de%:ee felony criminal mischief and
is being held on of $20,000 bond,
said Ronald Earle, Travis County
district attorney.

*The successful conclusion with
the arrest is a tribute to both the
good work of the Austin Police De-
pariment and to the caring of this
community,” Earle said. “An out-
put of involvement by the people of
this community in terms of informa-
tion to the investigating officers has
been responsible for this outcome.

“The case will receive vigorous
prosecutivn, [ assure you that.”

Anaffidavit, authorized by state -

District Judge Jun Wisser, said Cul-
len poisaned the 600-year-old Trea-
ty Oak “in a ritual”’ by applying the
chemical herbicide Velpar, manu-
factured by Dulont.

Sgt. John Jones, the case’s chief
wnvestigator, said Cullen was arrest-
ed at 1141 am. near & farm and
ranch supgly store where he had
worked. Cullen had been under
surveiflance by officers in the repeat
offenders program since 6 a.m.
Thursday, Jones said. *

“Due {0 the nature of the damage
of the trez and the concern by the
citizens, it was an inunediate sto-
ry,” said Jones, an officer whoe

affidavit that he did look for an oak
tree to paison. We would be taking
liverties from what we know lo be a
fact if we called this & random poi-
soning.”

The arrest affidavit, prepared by
Jones, indicated Cullen drove
around West Austin looking for a
five oak tree to poison.

jones, a 17-yvar police vetcran,
said it was “inappropriate tu com-
ment,” on Cullen’s motive.

The Awstin  American-Stalesman
previously reported that an uniden-
tificd suspect in the poisoning had
been trying to cast a spell to protect
a woman or because of a rivalry
over 2 woman.

Amy Burce, UT assistant profes-
sor of anthropology, said she knew
of no cults ur rituals that deliberate-
ly damage trees.

“} know of some rituals in nature,
Those are not destructive,” said
Burce, who teaches a course titled
Magic. Witchcraft and  Religion.
“Most are to enhance growth and
ferlility.

“What you have here is some-
thing destructive,” she said. “I
wouldn’t understand putting pois-
on around a tre¢ to protect some-
one.”

Although the media have exien-
sively covered the poisoning of the
tree, located at 503 Baylor Street in
West Austin, fones said he did not
fear the atlention would scare the
suspect off.

“From our investigation of him, 1t
didn’t seem he was concen
about that,” junes said. “There
have been several reports on this in-
cident in the paper and he hadn't

peys - —_— P J ) e " works n assault investigations.  seen fit to leave town.”
¢ A S A 4 ¢ 5 T al “We couldn't categorize it as 3 ran-  The Texas Board of Pardons and
dom act. Paroles said Cullen was released

Geotge Besigey ey Tuxen Stat
Austin police Sgt. John Jones brefs reporiers about the arvest of a suspect in the Treaty Oak case.

“ftis true from the probable cause See Treaty Oak, page 2

I'reaty Oak

Continued from page 1

from prison in 1987 after serving
three months of a twa-vear sentence
for a burglary conviction in Travis
County.

On 3 second-degree felony, Cul-
ien faces a maximum of 20 years i
prison and a $10,000 fine, Earle
said.

Jones said it was too early to
determine who will receive the
$11,000 reward money offered ‘by
DuPont and the Texas Forestry As-
sociation.

John Giedraitis, a city forester,
said efforts to save the oak have
been “extraordinary for an extraor-
dinary tree

N that we know tat the peis
snvs down around the base of the

\ree, we know how to attack the
problem,” Giedraitis sayd  We are
trving o flush what ever rernains
Jown past the root systern.”’
Giedrains said workers are install-
ing A system o ungate the tree
internally with pure spring water
donated by the Utopia Company.
The Permian Corp., 2 Houston oil
company, will transport the water
at no charge to the Treaty Oak from
Utopia, 75 miles northwest of San
Antorio. .
Pure water will not react with the
Velpar to cause further damage to
the tree, Giedraitis said.
“Once we remove the contamina-
o from the i, ot's realiv wp o
the tree, he sand.
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Gift to Treaty Oak

To see the beautiful Treaty Oak in such danger
has really made me appreciate this magnificent
600-year-old tree. And how lucky we are that
‘right here in Austin grow many trees even larger

.. and older than Treaty Oak! I think we are privi-

leged to have been entrusted with their care.

S ;}And yef, how mziriy hugé trees have been sacri-

ficed to accommodate parking lots, roads and*
buildings? But there is also much enthusiasm for

. planting new trees, and a fund, called “Planting

for the Future” (c/o PARD, Box 1088, Austin’

" 78767) has been established. Anyone who wants -
to be part of the city’s planting program can con=

_tribute to it.

1t's like bringing a gift to th

, e Treaty Oak and
wishing it a speedy recovery! SR .

.- MARGRET HOFMANN -
: 2708 Nottingham Lagne
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1 Austin landmark
- poisoned by herbicide

- By Mary Lenz
{1 POST AUSTIN BUREAU

§: AUSTIN — Tree specialists from

1~ throughout the United States Tuesday
prescribed plenty of water, more lab tests
and additional charcoal to soak poison

~ from the earth surrounding Austin’s fam-
ous Treaty Oak.

"~ The 600-year-old live oak tree, iis
.* leaves brown and bumed from chemicals,

it

. a herbicide called Velpar from its system.
* Scientists, foresters and arborists flown to
{ Austin by Dallas billionaire Ross Perot
-* said they are cautiously optimistic about
the tree's survival. ,
_ “This tree is a champion, and it’s in a.
- championship fight,” said Jack Siebenth-
aler, a landscape architect from Clearwa-
-~ ter, Fla., who represents the American
- Society of Consulting Arborists. “The

ig

[}

47 but it’s far from down and out.”

deliberately poisoned several months ago

VUUT U LU U WU UL IR G UL

AR

=-kill. hardwoods. But it was not until early
[+ June that the tree began losing leaves.
‘0 Austin police said Tuesday they have
“$--made no progress in solving the crime.
-7 Meanwhile, Austin citizens and nation-
~-al TV crews have been visiting the tree
-regularly. Get well cards, placards, po-
= -ems, sprays of daisies and gladiolas have
‘been left at the small city park dedicated
" to the Treaty Oak. One concerned Aus-
‘tinite left the tree a can of chicken soup,
. and another a candle bearing the image
7 of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
< The city has set up several large tablets
of drawing paper where messages can be
- left. By Tuesday, one held 30 solid pages
- of signatures and messages.
s#. The experts indicate the poison has
" soaked through the entire tree, but the
- wood remains in good condition. They
say they are unsure how much poison
remnains concentrated in the tree and the
earth around it.

for oak tree
b o

- is struggling for life, as it attempts to flush | '

Treaty Oak is up against a very tough foe,
Austin city officials say the tree was

by an herbicide designed specifically to - |

K

-

AP photo

Dr. Arthur Costonis, left, and Jack Siebenthaler are among the many
experts trying to save the Treaty Oak.

City forester John Giedraitis said if
tests show Velpar remains in the soil of
the park, crews will begin to remove it
“like an archeological dig.”

Meanwhile, a sprinkler system is being
installed to spray the tree with a fine mist
for a minute at a time every half hour
over the next few days. The aim is fo
keep the tree cool, since the poison has
made it less resistant to Austin’s 90 de-
gree heat.

Tree experts from universities, private

companies and the U.S. Forest Service
agreed that extra nutrients or fertilizers
should not be applied to the tree.

“You want to lay off chemicals when
the tree is in stress,’’ said Dr. Arthur Cos-
tonis, an arborist from Sarasota, Fla.

fl*imputation has been ruled out out as
well.

Siebenthaler said that early in the
meeting, trimming or removing branches
was tentatively suggested but “‘the imme-
diate consensus was no pruning!”
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By Peggy Fikac
Amociated Press

AUSTIN — A plan by experts to
help the historic Treaty Oak survive

could be in place by the end of the
week, officials said Tuesday.
A sprinkler system will mist the

from heat, and an irrigation system
will be set up on the advice of state
and national experts, said James
Houser, who heads the specialists’
task force.

The experts gathered at the cen-

and make suggestions to fight the ef-
fects of the chemical Velpar, which
is designed to kill hardwoods.

_Additional soil samples taken
Tuesday could determine whether
the herbicide remains in the ground
despite efforts to remove it. If it does,
an underground drainage system
could be put in to flush it out.

the tree functioning as well as it

borist for Bartlett Tree Experts and
chairman of the Austin Urban For-
_estry Board.

- Arthur Costonis and Jack Sieben-
thaler of the American Society of
Consulting Arborists in Florida said
they are hopeful that the tree will
survive.

“I'm very optimistic, based on
what I'm seeing for new growth,”
said Mr. Costonis. The tree, in reac-
tion to the poison, has been dropping
leaves and putting out new sets.

Mr. Siebenthaler = said, “I'm
encouraged. . . . This third flush (of
leaves) looks very encouraging.”

It will be 1991 before experts will
know whether the tree will survive,
said Mr. Siebenthaler, executive di-
rector of the arborist society, be-
cause of the potential for “delayed

The tree's odds are improved by
the treatment it is getting to reduce
the effects of a hot Texas summer, he
said.

Mr. Siebenthaler estimated the
tree’s value before being poisoned at
$29,392.69 through a formula that

- [itakes into account such items as size,

condition and historical value.
Legend says Stephen F. Austin,

the father of Texas, signed a treaty

Treaty Oak plan include

poisoning from a powerful herbicide '

tree’s foliage with water to control -
its temperature, thus reducing stress .

turies-old oak Monday to examine it .

- “What we're trying to do is keep

can,” said Mr. Houser, managing ar-

‘Tree rescue set in motion -

Florida tree experts Arthur Costonis
thaler calculate the value of the

with Indians under the tree’s
branches. The Handbook of Texas,
however, says there is little founds-
tion for the story.

An earlier estimate put the tree’s
value at $47,000, but Mr. Siebenthaler
said the difference is due to a slight
miscalculation in the diameter of the
tree, which is 50.5 inches. The tree is
about 50 feet tall.

His estimate still would allow the
case to be pursued as a second-de-
gree felony criminal mischief, said

s sprinklers, irrigation

- > —
i
-

e

(left) and Jack Sieben-
: Treaty Oak. They deter-
mined Tuesday that the tree was worth about $29,000, which-
malu;ls:l i;s poisoning a case of second-degree felony criminal’
mischief. o

police Sgt. Dusty Hesskew. Sgt. John
Jones, who is assigned to the case,
said police still are looking at one
suspect, who has not been arrested..:

A yellow ribbon was tied aronnd
the old oak tree Tuesday, and visis
tors continued to leave get-well mes:
sages in front of a roped off area that
limits access to the tree. - a%

Noting the outpouring of concern;
Mr. Siebenthaler said, “If there's
power in prayer, this tree’s going to
be a real survivor.”
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‘An oak to

bear

Crowds gather to rescue poisoned tree

> By CLAIRE OSBORN
< Houston Chronicie Austin Bureau

IR SR IS

AUSTIN — The Treaty Oak may
- not need the can of cream of chicken
- soup that someone left at its base.
~ Indeed, says Edward Bustin, the
. poisoned tree adjacent to his home
- already is making progress, even as
- ateam of experts began assisting the
“city in treating the centuries-old
- landmark. ;

“It’s just like an old person,” Bus-
tin said. “It takes a lot longer to
- heal.?
Crowds still gather daily, offering
support to the tree, which was poi-
-soned by the powerful herbicide Vel-
-par several months ago.- :
. “It's a constantly changing crow
-of 20 to 30 people after 5 ‘p-m., and
‘even at 1:30 or 2 in the morning a few
“people will be hanging around,” Bus-

.~ tin said.

" 2’ Someone has even placed boards in
-front of the tree to hold pads on
-which people can write get-well
_messages. And the plight of the tree
. was discussed on ABC’s Good Morp-
“ing America Monday morning and
featured on CBS and NBC evening
“News programs.
~ An Austin radio station sponsored

@ benefit for the oak at a loca]
~bowling alley, and Austin Parks and

Recreation has set up a special
. Treaty Oak Fund.
City workers Tuesday started in-
.. Stalling sprinkler heads to keep the
“soil around the tree wet and a mist-
ing system to cool the oak’s pew
Erowth of leaves. They also will
~build 2 drainage system if soil sam-
- ples taken from the site indicate that
S Velpar g present,
CHow d the chemical we will
- flusk it out with a drainage systerm,
Jbut if it's not there we're in pretty

good shape,” said James Houser,
chairman of the Austin Urban For-
estry Board.

These measures were recom-
mended by a task force of Texas and
national experts who arrived in Aus-
tin Monday.

Houser said the third set of leaves
the tree has produced since being
poisoned by Velpar looks healthy,
although most of the second set has
already turned brown and dropped
off.

Arthur Costonis of Florida, a:

member of the American Society of
Consulting Arborists and a part of

the task force assembled with the |

financial assistance of Dallas billion- |

aire H. Ross Perot, said he is “very
optimistic based on the new growth.”

He said the misting system will
have sprinkler heads that spray 60
gallons of water on the tree’s leaves
for one minute every half hour for
eight hours during sunny days.

“We are trying to reduce stress to
the tree by keeping the temperature
as even as possible,” Costonis said.

However, Jack Siebenthaler, an-
other arborist from Florida, said it
may not be possible to tel] if Treaty
Oak is fully recovered until 1991
because of the possibility of delayed
stress.

“At least we know that the tree is
not going to be under stress from
natural factors that can be con-
trolled by man becauge everything’s
going to be done for it that can be
done,” he said. “So that’s in its favor.

“We're not here toferect as big an
effort as man can endure. Regard.
less of who's paying the bill, it's to do
the right thing for the trae within the
limits of accepted knowledge,”

Paolice, who still are investigating
the poisoning, have identified a sus-
pect, but have made no arrests.
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mph. Details, A10.

Tree doctors don’t go out on a limb
but give upbeat outlook for victim

Jim Phillips
and John Bryant
American-Statesman Statf

On a day when national atten-
tion focused on a poisoned tree’s

‘struggle for life, a team of forestry

experts gathered at Treaty Oak on
Monday to agree on a method of
treatment and a prognosis that the
600-year-old landmark might sur-
vive,

The experts, a task force of na-
tional and Texas experts assem-
bled with the financial assistance
of Dallas billionaire H. Ross Perot,
recommended additional above-
ground treatment to reduce the
stress the oak undergoes producing
new sets of leaves.

Most members of the task force
said they were encouraged that
Treaty Oak has withstood the poi-
soning as well as it has, producing,
then dropping, two full sets of
leaves to expel the poison.

“I think the tree’s in very good
shape,” said Thomas Perry of
North Carolina State University, a
leading expert on trees who, like
most of the other experts, was see-

2 ing‘Treaty Oajn?for the first time.

BRANCHING OUT

Cloudy with a 40 per
chance of rain. High,
upper 80s. Low, mid-70s.:
Northwest wind near 10 |

The Treaty Oak's piight inspires a
“treaty-signing"’ ceremony that will
include a pledge to plant and care
for more trees in the city.

Page A6

“I've seen trees worse than this
recover.”

James Miller of the U.S. Forest
Service research station at Auburn
University in Alabama said, “All
we're irying to do as we look
around is just be optimistic.”

But Miller warned that if the
tree survives, it probably will bear
signs of the attack.

*“The question is, how happy are
you going to be with what you have
left?” he said.

Experts have warned that the
tree might lose several limbs to the
poison and may never regain its
former grandeur.

The poisoning, which was
discovered earlier this month, is
being investigated by Austin police
as a felony criminal mischief case.
Police say they have identified a

- See Oak, AS
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suspect, and they continued the in-
vestigation Monday. But no arrests
are anticipated until investigators
can build a strong enough case for
an indictment.

After meeting the task force
Monday, John Giedraitis, the city
forester who has directed treat-
ment of the Treaty Oak, said an
above-ground irrigation system
will be installed to spray spring wa-
ter on the tree daily. '

The water will reduce the heat
stress on the new leaves that the
Treaty Oak has begun to put out in
its fight to survive.

Giedraitis said the task force also
recommended more testing of soil
and of the tree itself to determine
how much poison remains.

“Ag you'd expect with a lot of ex-
perts, they want more data,” Gie-
draitis said. “There’s never enough
data.”

Samples have already been taken
since it was learned that someone
poured Velpar, a herbicide de-
signed to kill hardwoods, around
the base of the Treaty Oak at least
three months ago.

More concentrated testing would
show the strength and depth of the
chemical in the soil and could lead
to a drainage system being placed
underground, Giedraitis said.

The samples will be rushed to a
lab today so the system, if needed,
can be installed quickly, he said.

On the same day the task force
arrived, the nation's television net-
works focused attention on the live
oak’s fight for life.

Barbara Walters interviewed
Giedraitis live on Good Morning
America on ABC, in a segment that

Tuesday, June 27, 1989

—
|
|
|

Staff photo by Mike Borotf

The Treaty Oak gets a wake-up call from city forester John Giedrai-
tis and a television crew shooting for Good Morning America.

was introduced with the question:
“Who's trying to murder Austin’s
Treaty Oak?”

The 3%-minute interview by
Walters, who was in ABC's New
York studios, was seen live on the
East Coast and an hour later in the
Central time zone.

About two dozen onlookers gath-
ered behind the camera crew from
KVUE-TV, the local ABC affiliate,
then inched closer to Giledraitis to
hear what he was saying.

Just out of camera range were
posters put up minutes before by
United Farm Workers volunteers,
who called the poisoning “de-

praved” but chided the Du Pont
company’s $10,000 reward as
showing more concern for a tree
than farmworkers or consumers.
Du Pont manufactures Velpar.

A representative of Good Morn-
ing America said several calls were
received after the Treaty Oak seg-
ment, but most were from “anti-
abortion people upset that we did e
story on a tree dying when babies
are being killed on a regular basis.”.

The Treaty Oak story also was
teatured on (BS's and NBC's
Monday evening news programs.

Staff writer Morgan Montalvo contributed
10 this report.
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Top experts gather in effort

By Peggy Fikac
Associated Press

AUSTIN — Top experts gathered
Monday at the Treaty Oak to battle
the poison attacking the historic
tree, and the city forester said Dal-
las billionaire Ross Perot has given
good advice and pledged money to
the effort.

Meanwhile, an officer on the case
said police are taking a “long, hard
look” at a suspect in the poisoning,

“We're getting there,” said Aus
tin police Sgt. John Jones. He said

to help poisoned Treaty Oak

officers are concentrating on some-
one identified in telephone tips to

_ police to make sure the person is a |

“legitimate suspect.”

“The publicity and the reward
tend to bring out everyone,” said
Sgt. Jones, who is investigating the
case as second-degree felony crimi-
nal mischief. He said police are get-
ting closer to an arrest.

A $10,000 reward for information
leading to the conviction of the poi-

soner has been offered by Du Pont,

Please see MISTING on Page 17A,
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Spééial treaty

to be signed

under historic oak Saturday

By Monty Jones

American-Statesman Staff

Some historians question the
legend that Stephen F. Austin
made peace with the Indians under
the ancient arms of Treaty Oak,
but Austinites concerned about the
ailing giant will have a chance to
sign a modern-day pact with na-
ture at the tree Saturday.

Garden and tree enthusiasts are
planning a ceremony at which
everyone will be invited to sign a
“treaty” that will include best
wishes for the 600-year-old live oak
and & commitment to plant and
protect other trees in the city.

“This is symbolic, but I thought
it would be nice if people could sign
a pledge or pact at the Treaty Oak
expressing their hope that this tree
will survive and promising to pro-
tect and extend Austin’s urban for-
ests,” said Tom Spencer, organizer
of the ceremony.

The event, tentatively set for 10
a.m. to noon, also will provide a fo-
cus for a fund-raising effort to in-
crease the money available for
planting trees at city parks, said
Spencer.

“T thought the event Saturday
could be a token of sympathy and
esteem for the Treaty Osk,” said
Spencer.“But we also want to sx-
press to the world that this (poi-
soning) is the act of one single,
twisted individual and that Austin
has a concern and s good fesling
about nature,”

Spencer said he hopes the treaty
people will sign Saturday can be

displayed permanently at the bo-
tanical garden in Zilker Park.

The city Parks and Recreation
Department has made arrange-
ments for setting up a special Trea-
ty Oak Fund that would include
donations for tree plantings
around Town Lake and other
parks, said Carolyn Kelley, a land-
scape architect at the department.

The treaty planned by Spencer
and the fund-raising campaign
could help transform the outpour-
ing of concern about Treaty Oak
into a permanent commitment for
conservation, said Richard Huff-
man, president of the Texas Bo-
tanical Garden Society. The
society’s long-range goal is to
transform the Zilker botanical gar-
den into a world-class facility for
plant research and conservation.

“The poisoning of trees has not
been a problem, but the plight of
trees generally has been, and this
might be an example of how man
has been insensitive and has hurt
other species,” Huffman said.

“What Tom has in mind is like
what President Bush talked about
when he said the individusal needs
to have a more active concern
about society. I think we have de-
pended far too much on the gov-
ernment to solve our problems, and
thiz ceremony could be like one of
those thousand points of light the
president mentioned. This s a
changs for us to say there are prob-
fems and sormething needs to be
done and we need to start taking
responsibility.”
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Staff photo by Larry Kolvoord

More help on the way

Alan Fisch and Louise Skiar share an umbrella as they visit the Trea-
ty Oak on Sunday afternoon. Nationai experts are expected to arrive
in Austin this week to help the historic tree fight for its life,
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Perot finds Treaty Oak elp

National expert tapped for advice

Dallas bil- t
lionaire H.
" i i ¢
By Jim Phillips Austux, officials and urged that the Ross Perot
Arme s expert’s suggestions be put into gc- called
ioaman Statt tif)e: accorcgiting to John Giedraitis, Washing- t
H. Rasa Perot decided to makea city forester, ton, D.C.,
few phone calls Fridey momning,  Giedraitis, who has _directed for  the ¢
and by 1.p.m. Friday city workers treatment of the Treaty Oak since name of a
= and tree company employees were it was discovered three weeks ago tree expert ‘
Mo descending on the Treaty Oak with that someone poisoned the live ok /3 Friday. *
.8 - » a new round of treatments for the with herbicide, was overseeing the Y. q
L3z poisoped tree. revised treatment operation Friday ~ and twigs. Because the tree has lost
8lo R Perot, the Dallas billionaire who afternoon. two sets of leaves to the chemical |
®(C o told Austin Mayor Lee Cooke on “It's a good suggestion, it's a very Velpax:. which it is drawing up from
® iS5k Wednesday that he would cover ex- good suggestion,” he said as the the soil, 1t was decided tho_; tree will a
Penses in trying to save the §00- tree’s leaves and limba were  be fed directly as the tlm'd set of
year-old landmark, has a way of gprayed with a diluted fertilizer leaves sprouts. The spraying will be ‘
getting’fesults. mixture by employees of Bartlett repeated each day for the next sev-
Al Austin Amerk ~ I, of phone calls Friday Tres Experts of Austin, eral days. L G
momipg.#erotgotthemmootom The process, called foliar foed- 'Wor.keandayahom)ecmdfor-
Pro A1 Of the | tree experts in the ing, is designed to get water and r into the ground around the
From ountry, put him in touch with nummy into the leaves See Protect, A18 &
Treaty Oak and covered the poi-
soned area with plastic to prevent i
rainwater from reaching the Velpar

and activating it.

2 %
[ .

The Treaty Oak, which was poi-
soned at least three monthg ago,
has become a national news story
because of its uniqueness and the
pitched battle to save the tree, The
New York Times printed a front-
pagestory about the poisoning Fri-
day, and  other  national
publications and television shows:
have reported on the tree. ABC’y
Good Morning America i8 sched-
uled to broadcast live from the tree
Monday, Giedraitis said,

i@

After Perot told Cooke the city
should spare no éxpense in trying
to save the Treaty Oak, he got
more involved in the project Fri-
day, the forester said.

The forester, recounting events
during the morning, said Perot
called the Nationaj Arboretum in
Washington, D.C.. to get the name
of & top tree expert; he then called
the expert, Thomas Perry of North Staft photo by Raiph Barrera

arolina  State University, and Clty workers wrap the oak with plastic to protect it from rain that might reactivate poison in the tree.
asked Perry to call Giedraitig. After ;
Giedraitis "explained what treat.  contacted Perry. After Monday, Giedraitis might Forest Service, the Texas Depart- -
ments had been tried, Perry consi- Soon, the Bartlett Spray truck .0 more advice than he can ment of Agriculture and Du Pont, e
dered the options, then talked to  was pulling up next to the tree, on  gong On that day, experts from which makes Velpar, will meet ar

erot’s wife, Betty. Betty Perot Baylor Street between Fifth and around the country, and from sev- the Treaty Oak to determine if
contacted Giedraitis, who then  Sixth streets. eral Texas universities, the Texag there are other treatment options.
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" Austin Journal

AUSTIN,  Tex,

murder mystery.
The victim- is a
tree,

Not just any tree, but a 500-year-old
live oak, which Texans like to brag is
'‘the most perfect tree in America.”
It is 50 feet tail. The branches reach
out 127 feet. Its picture has hung in
the Tree Hall of Fame in Washington.

It is revered because of a legend

June 2] — Thisisa’

Murder Mystery Grips City:
- Just Who Would Kill a Tree?

By LISA BELKIN
Speciaito The New York Times

that is probably not true — that Ste-
phest F. Austin made peace with the
Indians in'its shade. Anyway, that is
why it is called the Treaty Oak. Mar-
riages have been held under its cano-
py. Nearby cafes and office com-
plexes have taken its name.

Now someone is trying to kill it
Someone who seems to know a lot

* about trees; enough to choose an ob-

-scure herbicide and pour it onto the

roots. City tree experts are not cer-
tain‘the Treaty Oak will die, but they
are not optimistic that it will live, ei-
ther.

Ever since the damage was first
noticed last month, the tree has be-
come the city’s biggest celebrity. A
small hushed crowd gathers near it
every day, dangling ornaments in its
branches and leaving bouquets and
get-well cards at its base.

“I've never seen anything like
thig,”” said John Giedraitis, a city for-
ester. ‘‘But I've never seen someone
try to murder a tree, either. Every-
body loves trees, except when they
drop on your house or something.

Continued on Page 8, Column }
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: Austin Journal

Murder Myste

ry Grips City:

- JustWho Would Kill a Tree?

By LISA BELKIN

AUSTIN, Tex.,
June 21 — Thisisa
murder mystery.
The victim is a
tree,

Not just any tree, but a 500-year-old
live oak, which Texans like to brag is
“‘the most perfect tree in America.”

50 CENTS

It is 50 feet tall. The branches reach

out 127 feet. Its picture has hung in..

‘the Treg Hall of Fame in Washifgton.
It is revered because of a legend

Special to The New York Times

that is probably not true — that Ste-
phen F. Austin made peace’ with the
Indians in its shade. Anyway, that is
why it is called the Treaty Oak. Mar-
riages have been held under its cano-
py. Nearby cafes and office com-
plexes have taken its name.

Now someone is trying to kill it.
Someone who seems to know a lot
about trees; enough to choose an ob-
~scure-herbicide and pour it onto the
roots. City tree experts are not cer-
tain’the Treaty Oak will die, but they
are not optimistic that it will live, ei-
ther. T
) E!‘vet;' since the damage wag firge
.'notiged-last month, the tree has lp
‘"Cou&’;‘t.he city’s biggest celebrity:

+

small: hushed crowd gatherS?lr;'ii
-Rvery day, dangling ornament§ in fis
Zb}ﬁhes and leaving. bouquegs ";2
'gat-well cards atitsbase. . || uF
.1 1“I've never ‘seen anything! like
'thig" said John Giegraitis, a city for+
‘ester. “But I've never seen someons
' try to murder a tree, either.}iwry—
body loves trees, except when they
drop on your house or something,
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Continued From Page |

% This one was minding its own busi-
4 ness.”

The Treaty Oak stands in the cen-
ter of a small, square plot ringed by
benches and surrounded by a parking
lot, an antique store and a row of
homes.
# The park dates to 1937 when, in the

middle of the Depression, schoolchil-
§- dren saved their pennies to help the
city buy the property. One of the
specifications of the sale was that the
tree would never be removed.

Today the park is ringed with yel-
low police tape. The ground is a mess
of holes the size of coffee cans, which
were made by soil-sample drills. It
§ looks as though a gopher has been

through.

It has been this way since Me-

i morial Day when the city Parks De-
partment received a call saying the

. tree was not looking good. Its symp-
toms — the veins on each leaf were
alive but the rest of the leaf was
brown and dry — were those of chem-
ical poisoning.

Tests found evidence of Velpar, an
herbicide that inhibits photosynthesis
and is used specifically to kill hard-
wood trees. The chemical was prob-
ably applied, in large amounts, more
than three months ago, according to
the Texas Agriculture Department,
which has ruled out accidental con-
tamination from any source.

When he released the test results
earlier this month, Max Woodfin, a
spokesman for the department, said
the choice of Velpar could only have
been made by a canny killer. “You
usually have to get it through an agri-

BUIUS IO H oW w

B Y R
The New York Times/Zigy Kaluzny cultural or chemical distributor,”” he

_The Treaty Oak in Austin provided a backdrop for a photo of a group said.

% children who had traveled to see it. Concerned Texans have been Right after Memonal Day, city for-

sgsiting the 500-year-old tree daily since it was found that someone had esters removed a six-inch-deep layer
‘?ven it large amounts of a herbicide. of soil at the (ree’s base, replaced it

: with clean soil and injected microbes
to break down the Velar. Then they
waited for the second flush of growth
that a tree puts out when its first
leaves are contaminated.

The new leaves opened late last
week, all shiny and green. But by to-
day, they, too, were turning brown.
“That means we didn’t beat it Mr
Giedraitis said.

L L ] »
: The E | du Pont de Nemours &
% Company plant i LaPorte, Tex,

BE oW N b G

Mystery Gripping City:
Who Would Kill Tree?

where Velar is made, has offered a
$10,000 reward for information lead-
ing to the conviction of whoever is
trying to murder the Treaty Oak.

‘“How dare someone misuse our
product this way!’’ said Pat Getter, a
spokesman for Du Pont's Southwyest- ~
ern office.

The Austin police have been getting
in touch with all area suppliers of Vel-
par and say they have a suspect. But
so far no one has been arrested and
no motive has been established.
There are theories, of course. Some
believe a developer wanted to kill the
tree to free the land. Others think a
disgruntled city employee wanted a
rather indirect form of revenge.

Mayor Sally Shipman said she has
assembled a task force of the best
minds in herbicides from around the
country. She said H. Ross Perot, the
Dallas electronics tycoon, has offered
‘“‘a blank check' to cover any and all
costs of saving the tree.

‘*‘Why would anyone want tokill a
tree?’’ she asked.

Allover Austin — all over Texas,
really — people are asking the same
question. Mary Taylor, of Waco,
brought her granddaughter, Robin
Hukill, of Tyler, to see the Treaty
Oak. '“You may be seeing something
that won't be here when your grand-
children are growing up,”’ Mrs. Tay-
lor told Robin.

John Silverberg, an Austin pharma-
cist came by at lunch to *‘pay my re-
spects.”’ Joe Lynch, a construction
worker, brought his camera “‘to geta
picture while it’s still here.” A group
of joggers, who changed their daily
route several weeks ago so they could
pass the tree, siowed their pace,
looked pensive, then continued on.
Robin Edger came, as he does every
lunch hour, to talk softly to the
branches.

“Come on, you can get through
this,”" he told the tree.

“1t works with my rhododendrons,
why shouldn't it work with a tree?"”
he said to the human standing near-
by.
Another daily visitor is Mr. Giedr-
aitis, who is particularly fond of this
tree. The first bench to the right was
where he proposed to his wife.

‘1 got down on one knee on the
ground right there, " he said, pointing
to a spot now riddled with holes. “*]
thought it was a fitting symbol of our
comrmitment to each other. | hgured
this thing’s going to be here forever.”
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Poice Sgt. ,Sohpy.iqné‘ mklng‘clucsf)«{. :Irgati Oak, says he's never ssen o&noﬂc;h@pp soTiigh in & froperty das

- = - T TS R TE "mch'e'm‘ﬁtwn in H property damage
& . 3 - | o case, and that some callers have sug-

- gested the culprit be dealt O1d West.

justice, if and wheo be is nabbed.

~B»y John Kelso
Amencano-Sinesman St

The strange and mysterious case of ) i
the Treaty Osk involves s herbicide, “That kind of emotion is ressrved i
" not » homicide. And the victir's limbs for child molesters,” said Jones. who &
3 are branches. not arms and legs. : bopn to make sn arrest next week. 3
Still, the hunt for the would-be killer At least in the past it's been reserved 134,
of the 600-year-old live oak that 15 for C{;ﬂg‘ﬁ"ﬂnwm We Veh:ud Adlot th A
fighting for 1t life on Baylor Street in peop! and "M?'“ "m t 1o ;’ﬁ'ﬂ i
W est Austin has moany of the elements himn — everything from hanging um LR
of » Columbo-esque whodumit. from Trta{}v YOnk"w suggesting he . o
investigators from the Ausun Poiice d"‘]’“ m‘“,é":"‘ v;ck ihet 3 p
Department and the Texas Depart- °T:'h id thie  Beyera e .}
ment of Agriculture have spent tie peopie bave smphc.udu:'pnme sURDECL | &
tetter part of June beating down the in the crime, and that :;‘“p',“ has =1
Jusnes in the kunt for whoever placea S0iC o;b:br: e p":"’dutjh‘!“‘:?’c‘fog b 45
\ei B > b aroun tree, A iotal o i N
eipar. & deadly coemical that nhibits o offeiel as & reward 0 anybdy %

providing information jending to 8
conviction. Rk
Mesnwhile, the tree's condition is
iffy. On Thuradsy, Oty employees were 1~
filiing sbout 750 holes drilled near the B
tree with fertilizer, wood chips and 4
sand in hopes of stemming the tree’s

photosynthess, around the tree several
o months ago.

P Just as in & dime-store detective pa-
perbuck, there have been records to
check, hot tips to track, neighbors to

1 question and & suspect who reroains on
I the joose.

SR

Another key element in the saga is
an atientive public that wants the vie-
Gm to survive and the villain to swing.

Ausun Police Sgt. John Jones of the

. asasuft division. Who nas been on the
forca [T vemrt save he's never sesn &)

T N

guy and maybe et & convicti
«_doesnt help the tres,” Jones saic,
Soe Mystory, AT2
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Mystery

geiting to the point where they
may have o smputate,”

Such & move, said John Giedrai-
Ui, Auslin's city forester, would be
a last resort. But if nothing eise
warks. he said, roots on one side of
the tree might be severed — 1o
xeep the tree from sucking up more
potson.

“That would be s last ditch ef-
fort,” he said. “it's simost lixe
when the doctor says, ‘Do you want
the leg, or do you want the body™
That's pretty radical. We're not
sure we're going o get w that
szage.”

The case of Treaty Oak began
early this month when the expan.
sive tres, reputed by some to date
back 100 years before Columbus,
showed symptoms of illness. Soil
sampies Laken from the base of the
trow reveaisd the presence gt; ‘v’a;
par, & chemical designed

hardwood

Pont 1o kill trees.

“1f & person wanted w do a job
on an oak tree, he chose the right
one.” said Dale Burnett, director of
pesticide enforcement for the
state’s Department of Agriculture.

Employees in Burnetts offics
have logged about 100 hours going
1o agricuitural supply outlets in
Travis and Willismson counties.
They've thumbed through thou-
sands of invoices, collected names
of people who have bought Velpar
since January, and made a list.

The problem, Burnett said, i
that anybody can buy Velpar. “So
it'll be like finding a needle in a
havstack.”

‘I've talked with the
neighbors down there
because there is a
chance the crook
might return to the
scene of the crime. ..
| told them who to
look for.'

--Sgt. John Jones

Jones first had w learn some-
thing about the subjects involved
in this unusual case before he could
even start heiping in the search for
the needls. .

"I think it's the first time any-
Body down here (at the police sta-
tion) has messed with trees.” he
said. “So my first order of business
was to bone up on trees. You have
1o be one with the case. And then,
when thev said chemicais killed the
tree, | had to bone up on my high
school chemistzy.”

- - When Jones did a little chacking
on the wpecifics of Velpar, he disco
vered ihe chemical is used o thin
oul competing growth in pine for-
eta. 5o he thought sbou seouring -
Baatrop, site of the nesrest stand
of pines,

“That was fust & flssk, though,
becsuss | ound out » it of farmers
5 the Austin ares sould use & to
kil our undsrbrush ” he said, ex.
plaining why he didet pursue the

ol e

Bastrop theory, %
Later, Jo
other motive
saivusy, May s
F20n oF Lee servics that coveisd »

&
the position of careraker, byt dida's
Bel it polsoned the tree 1y see &0
sther company fail. g
" had an ides off the top e}?!ﬁ?
hesd — ‘Lat's jus polvgraph off of
them,’ ” said Jones, wha diggmi
that ides, ton. .

“Anybody with any tres exper 1%
ience would have spplied it {the ot
chemical} & Httle bit diﬂ'ergntl)'.'
he explained. “Plus, those
realize the value of that tree ~

During the course of the invess.
Eution, tres detsctives have besten
2 path w Bavier Btreer

Perot among donors chipping in
to defray costs of tree rescue

By Jim Phillips
Amaocan-Sistasman Slan

City of Austin officials are flying
in nationally known experts tor ag-
vice on how 1o tresl the poisoned
Treaty Oak.

At the same time, they are flying
out samples of the tree's bark and
limbs to determine if the poison
has settled into the 600-year-oid
live cak.

A city parks employee caught an
airplane for Houstwon Thursday,

“I've

bearing samples of the city fand.
mark's leaves, roots and wood, so
they can be tested at & Du Pont
iaboratory.

If Du Pont, which makes the
herbicide Velpar that was poured
around the bass of the tree, finds
that the chemical has moved from
the s0il into the wood of the tree,
saving the Treaty Oak will be much
roore difficult, officiais said.

Mayor Lae Cooke announced
Thursday that Dallas billionaire H.

donors had offered to reimburse
the ¢ity for money spent trying to
save the Treaty Oak, and urged the
city L0 apare no expense.

Cooke aiso seid two nationally
known specialists on Velpar and its
eifects will be coming to Austin on
Monday to examine the tree.

Max Williamson of the 1.8, For.
est Service in Atlanta and James
Miller, a research forester at Au-
burn University in Alabama, will
evajuate the Treaty QOsak’s condi.
ton and recommend treatment
options,

“We're pulling out all the stops.”
Cooke said.

John Gied

Ross Perot snd some us

talked with the neighbors

down there becsuse there is a
chance the crook might return to
the scene of the crime,” Jones said.
“There's & chance, since that's
what they do in all the Basil Rath.
bone (detective movies). S0 1 wid
therm who to look for.”

dimamy D. Bush, chief investiga-
tor on the case for the Department
of Agriculture, also has talked with
“the neighbors across the street or
anybody who calls ip who might
have seen something. There's a
man who lives across the strest, A P
retired gentieman,

“Anybody who comés up W look
L U iree, he goes over and saris

iving them the life history of it,” .
b said, 1 asked b if he'd soen

ki

Ed Bustin, who has lived acroes
the street from the tres for 80
YestR, s5¥E many heve visited the
73 since ik was poisoned, but ne.
body particulasly susplzivus.

“There's no remson for them w
cotag back, unisss they wantsd 1w
admire their handiwork,” said Bus.
tin, Bavior Street's unofficial Tree.
ty Oat expert, who can wsll vous the
tree is exuctly 13 feet, 994 inches in

circumfsrencs.
“It's just & period of time befors
they round them up, though,” said

Bustin. “ would say anybody who
wanis part of that $11,000 reward
better et their informetion in
pretty sson”

City f

Top éxperts summoned to help oak

said that if Veipar has been ab- !
sorbed into the wood of the Treaty
Ok, radical trestment of the tres,
such as feeding it carbohydrates,
might be tried.

The Treaty Oak, on Bavior
Street between Fifth and Sigth
streets, was poisoned at least three
months ago, officiais believe, Since
the attack was discoversd early this
month, officials have removed con-
taminated soii and injected actival-
ed charcoal and bacteria inic the
ground around the tree,

Rewards totaling $11,000 have
been offered in the case, and police
have said they have a suspect in the
attack. No arrests have been made.
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: ‘ACROSS THE USA:

STATESLINE

FROM USA TODAY'S NATIONAL NEWS NETWORK

The USA’s roots: Oaks,
elms, pines, monkypods

By Julie Morris
USA TODAY

The apparent delib-
erate poisoning of a
500-year-uld landmark
wee in Austin, Texas,
has stirred an outpour-
ing of civic feeling and
a police investigation.

“This is tantamount
to blowing up & muse-
um,” says Charles Jor-
dan, director of city
parks. EL ba - -

“I'm very angry. [ %
can't believe it IS | ANDMARK: Ristin, Toxas e
brought the whole ralying around famous oak.
community together.

Whoever did it must be living in fear,” says Sharon Swed-
jow, 26, who got married under the tree last Saturday.

Local legend says the tree marks the place where Texas
pioneer Stephen Austin signed a treaty with Indians. The
tree and its near-downtown site were bought for a city park
in 1937 with money raised by schoolchildren.

City foresters say the live oak has a 50-50 chance of sur-
viving the poisoning by the herbicide Velpar. DuPont Co.,
which makes Velpar, offered a $10,000 reward.

Since the poisoning, the tree lost its leaves and put out
new ones, but some of those are turning brown despite ef-
forts to clean the soil around the tree. Meanwhile, hundreds
of residents have come to visit, leaving flowers and cards.

From Famous and Historic Trees, published by the
American Forestry Association, some famous U.S. trees:
Ala.: Helen Keller Oak — Kelier often climbed on this ree on the
grounds of her Tuscumbia hormne.

Alaska: First transplant in Alasks - In 1803, several spruce
seedlings were moved from Sitka, to treeless Unalaska Island.
Ariz.:Arizona Palm — Palm Canyon I one of the only areas in the
USA where native palm trees are found.

Ark.: Colone! Jones Magnolia — Located in Washington State
Park, it commemorates 1838 birth of two unrelated Confederate
army colonels, both named Jones.

Calif.: 49er Pine — During gold-rush days, “ "49er Road” and an
arrow were carved on this ponderosa pine in Armold.

Colo.: Hanging Pine — Town of Manhattan criminals were bung
from this pongeross pine.

Conn.: Oliver Ellsworth Elms — Constitution framer Ellsworth
planted 13 elms for first states at Windsor home. Twe remain,
Del.: Kent Whipping Post Walnut — Black wainut tree in Dover
shaded post where town criminals were whipped. .

D.C.: Japanese Chery Trees — In 1908, Tokyo Municipal Council
presented 2,000 cherry trees as a token of Inendship.

Fia.: Treaty Oak — Local legend claims Indies wibe treaties
signed under this oak in Jacksonville.

Ga.: Franklin D. Roosevelt Pines — Roosevelt had these longleaf
sines pianted during one of many Visits o Warm Spnngs.
Hawaii: Mark Twain Monkeypod ~— Twain pianted a motikey-
pod in Waotunu in 1866. Tree blew cverina 1956 storm, but new
trae sprung from origingi roots.

idaho: Muilan Tree — A western white pine in Kootenas County
was carved i 1861 to mark the road bullt by Captain Muflan.
t#l.: Coffin Pines — Southern llinows setters in the early 18008
planted white pines Lo assure a supply of wood for their cotlns. -
! lpd: Lew Wallace Eim — This American Elm stands nesr the
Brookfield birthplace of Gen. Lew Waliace, author of Ben Hur. -

low-:Counleak—mksSiouxcuyburoakmmappedby
explorers Lewis and Clark oa their way up the Migsouri River.
Kansas: Post Ofice Oak — Base of this tree in Council Bluffs
was used as a mail drop from 1829-1847.
Ky.xCassiusClayCoﬂeeuu—MMamsonCounzymneeuu
suands by home of statesman and diplomat Cassius Clay.

Ls.; Live Oak Christmas Tree — Since the early 1920s this live
mmsbmammmmoumuumur.u
Maine: Mark Hill Linden Memorial — This English linden In
Pnippsburgcmerlsamcrmnalwumu’smcmym
Md.: President’s Tree — An American beech in Takoma Park 5
enmvedwlmmenmnso{memﬁl?pr&dmn.
Mlls.:lounﬂancoc&Elm—PlamedlnBomubyHancothhe
frst signer of the Declaration of Independence.

Mich.: Republican Party Oaks — On July 6, 1858, founders of the
Republican Party in Jackson met in this white oak grove.
Minn.: Witch Tree — Indians left offerings at this Hat Point white
cedar tree, believed inhablied by an evil spirit.

Miss.: Windsor Oak — A live oak stands by burned ruins of Port
Gibson's Windsor mansion used by Gen. US. Grant as hospital.
Mo.: Haniey Biack Oak — State’s larges biack oak, named for
Martin Hanley, who gave land for county seat in Qlayton.
Mont.: Ram’s Horn Medicine Tree — A ponderosa pine south of
Darby was site of peacemaking between Indian tribes.

Neb.: Cattle Trail Cottonwood — In Chase County stands plains
cottonwood famed for its proximity to the Old Texas Cattle Trall,
Nev.: Tree that Outlived a Railroad — Cottonwood planted in
1840 by Virginia Truckee Railroad in Carson City. Railroad gone.
N.H.: Seventh-day Adventist Maples — Religion's future founders
met under sugar mapies in Washingion to study Bible.

N.J.: Shoemaker Holly — 23 miles north of Cape May, tree was in
line of highway. Saved when route was diverted 120 yards.
N.M.: Carrazililio Spring Cottonwood — Cottonwoods between Co-
lumbus and Hatchita mark 1857 Apache, US. Army clash,

N.Y.: Scythe Tree of Waterioo — Balsam poplar in Seneca County
takes its name from a knife blade placed in tree by soldier who
hoped 1o return afier Civil War. He dida't.

N.C.: Davie Poplar — William Davie decided while conferring
under tree o establish the University of North Carolina.

N.D.: Memoriai Pianting — State Schoo! of Forestry at Bottineau
plants trees here yearly to honor those who've helped forestry.
Ohio: Newbury Centennial Oak — This white oak was planted in
1876 by the Women's Suffrage Club of Newbury.

Okla.: Million-Doliar Elm — Under this American elm in Paw-
huska, oil leases worth millions were sold in 1912.

Ore.: Indian Massacre Apple Tree — Tree marks site of Indian
uprising resulting in murder of Rogue River Valley settlers.

Pa.: Moon Tree — Sycamore in Pniladeiphia grown from the
seeds takes to the moon by Apolio 14 astronaut Stuart Roosa.
R.L.: Liberty Tree — In 1766, a large sycamore was planted in
Newport to mark rallying area for the Sons of Liberty.

§.C.s Angel Oak — Long, twisted limbs of this iive oak spread
over halt-acre on Johns Isiand.

§.D.: Seatinel of the Plains — Five prized cottoniwood stand at
De Smet homestesd of author Laura Ingalls Wilder.

Tenn.: Big Oid Cypress — Largest bald cypress in the USA stands
in & remote swamp of Sharon, Tenn. it is believed 1,000 years old.
Texas: Live Oak County Charter Oak — County started under it
in 1850; settlers didn‘t want to travel to distant county seat.
Utah: Brigham Young University Cottonwood — Tree was grow
ing un university site when school founded in 1875.

Vt.: Spirit of America Mapie — Sugar maple stand by Dorset
heme where Revolutionary War Green Mountain Boys organized.
Va.: Historic Treas of Williamsburg — Trees from the Colonial
period still stand on the grounds of restored village.

Wash.: First Apple Tree in the Northwest — Apple seeds from
London arrived in Fort Vancouver in 1826, producing these trees.
W.Va.: Rothkuge! Plantation -— Spruces grown by early forester,
Max Rothkugel. sull stand in Winterburn.

Wis.: Genernl MacArthur White Pine — In 1845, thus 140-foot
white pine in Forest County was named in MacArhur’s honor.
Wyo.: Octopus Tree — Peachieal willow in Laramie needs props
after mower chpped lop 50 limbs grow cutward nof up,

Contributing: Tammy Johnson and Su-Lin Cheng
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Reward raised to-$11,000

By Shauna Sousares

The Texas Forestry Association’s
executive committee has approved a
$1,000 reward for information that
leads to the conviction of those re-
sponsible for poisoning Treaty Oak.
Coupled with the reward offered last
week by DuPont, this brings to
$11,000 the reward offered in the at-
tack on the 600-year-old live oak.

Mike Holloway, a spokesman
with the association, said its execu-
tive commitiee voted last week to ex-
tend an ongoing program the associa-
tion created lo combat vandalism
against trees or the property or people
that work with trees.

“We're hoping that this additional
award will encourage others to do the
same, to contribute to this community
effort,” Mr. Holloway said. “And
we're hoping that someone will come
forward, with this additional encour-
agement.” Association members are
also hopeful thatthe unifying sense of

" outrage people have expressed about
' the historic tree will provide addi-

tional impetus for people to reveal
any information they may have about
the attack.

Members of the 75-year-old asso-
ciation include professional forest-
ers, teachers, tree farmers and timber-
land owners.

“People in our association were
all outraged, and very sad, when they
heard about the poisoning; they were
all familiar with the tree,” Mr. Hol-
loway added. “This is the first time
we've seen a tree being vandalized
like this — as though someone had
taken a sledgehammer 10 a state or
slashed a painting, It was an unprece-
dented attack against a living tree.”

John Giedraitis, urban forester
with Austin’s Parks and Recreation
Department, said the tree’s condition
is “not looking good right now.”

“The first crop of leaves, where
we discovered the poisoning, were
almost completely lost,” he said.

“Now the tree has put out a second
crop, much of it showing the same
symptoms.”

Mr. Giedraitis said the Parks and
Recreation staff is still hopeful, and
that the tree’s condition should be
known by fall, when a third crop of
leaves is expected. “We hope it may
keep that third crop,” he said, “butit’s
really up to the tree now. If it can hold
onto some leaves and put out this third
crop, it'll be showing much improve-
ment.”

He squelched a persistent rumor
that a Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment employeec may have inadver-
tently treated the tree with a damag-
ing chemical. “We would have
thought that if it’d been anything but
Velpar, which is an herbicide specifi-
cally designed to eliminate woody
brush,” he said. “But we don’t even
stock it; it would've been hard forany
PARD employee o get his hands on
any of it.”

The: department checked its pur-
chase records for several years back
to determine the herbicide's availa-
bility, and conducted an extensive
review of its supplies before dis-
counting the possibility of employee
error in treating the tree, Mr.
Giedraitis said. “But I can say un-
equivocally that the poisoning was
not the result of PARD misapplica-
tion.”

The chemical itself may providea
clue to the identity of the vandal, Mr.
Holloway noted. “You have to be
licensed to buy Velpar, although the
purchase is not registered.” People
canattend courses through the county
extension service to become licensed
to purchase the herbicide. *“But some-
times people remember litle details
like that,” he said — details that could
become critical to an investigation.

Mr. Holloway also noted that the
poisoning could have taken place
some time ago. “Once the tree started
showing signs of distress, it was
probably too late,” he said.
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Experts say the Treaty Oek's chances of surviving have lessened because & second set of leaves has becoms contaminated.

Good wishes left for ‘Mister Tree’

By John Kelso

Ameccan-Sistesman Stafr

It's not every town whose citi-
zens would bring get-well messages
1o & tree. But then again, Austin,
Texas, isn't any town. And Treaty
Oek isn't any tree.

The 600-year-old live ocak on
Baylor Street that was poisoned at
jeast three months ago is fighting
for its life. And the people are try-
ing to help it with various sorts of
well-meaning sentiments and spiri-
tual sssistance.

s . “There's an onslaught of cards,”
said David Mascorro, division
mansger of operations for the city's
Parks and Recreation Department,
who estimates 15 to 20 get-well ex-
pressions and gifts have been left at
the base of the tree.

“People have even left crystals,”

Mascorro ssid, referring to crystal-
line rocks Lthat some people believe
have healing powers. '

“We've had flowers, too. People
have actually gone over there and
set flowers at the base of the tree.”

On Tuesday, a dozen roses
wrapped in white paper sat next to
the tree.

Mascorro said city workers pick
up the sympathy cards ta keep the
Austin landmark from becoming
littered. He even keeps one such
get-well card for the tree in his of-
fice. He picked it up himself.

“It's one thst shows a litth
chicken lying down with (chicken!
soup,” he said, describing the card.
“And the mother hen is ssying.
‘Quit complaining and eat it. Num-
ber one, chicken soup is good for
the flu. And Number Two, it's no-

Ses Sympathy, AT

City forester John Giedraltis |
and fiowers left at the foot of Treaty Oak, The flowers
_ware left by John and Sharon Swediaw, who were
married under the live oak Saturd .

ooks at get-wel! wishes
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Police have

suspect In

poisoning
Treaty Oak’s future
dim despite efforts

By Jim Phillips

American-Siatesman Siaft

As city workers began a desperate, perhaps last-
ditch, rescus effort, Austin police investigators
said Tuesday they have & suspect in the poisoning
of the 600-year-oid Treaty Oak

Sgt. John Jones of the police sssault division
said several people have implicated the same man
for the crime and have said be toid others that he
poured & chemical herbicide sround the landmark
tree.

Jones xaid the suspect had access to the chemi-
cal Velpar, which was the herbicide used, and said
records were being checked to see if any of the
chemical was missing from storage. He would not
identify the sus) or reveal the alleged motive.
No arrests had been made by Tuesday night.

Meanwhile, Austin city forester John Giedraitis
said workers today will begin digging hundreds of
holes around the live oak and filling the holes with
organic matter in an effort to save the tree, which
is on Baylor Street between Fifth and Sixth
streets.

“I¢'s getting down to the wire now, and we really
need to take drastic action,” Giedraitis said.

Jones said Tussday that the investigation could
be completed by the end of the week. “We think
we're getting close,” he said. “We've had three or
four different people name one person. He looks
good for it.”

Jones said the suspect is not a city employes
and added that the motive was apparently not re-
venge on the city. The Treaty Oak and the small
plot of land around it have been a city park since
1937. Some people had sug that the tree
might have been poisoned by & disgruntled city
employes.

The Texas Department of Agriculture, which
regulates pesticides, is helping track inventories of
Velpar to determine whether some of the sub-
stance cannot be accountad for by retailers, Jones
said. The names of retail buyers of Velpar are not
recorded, but businesses that sell the herbicide are
supposed to keep inventories, officials said.

Du Pont, which manufactures Velpar, has of-
fered 2 $10,000 reward for information leading 1o
the canviction of anvane responsible for the poi-
soning, and the Texas Forestry Association has
So9 Treaty Osk, A7

e e

Treaty Oak F‘rom Al )

W

Sympath Fro;n A1

body e know” *

That card, Mascorro said, is
signed by someone named Cassye.
And the inscription inside the card
reads, *“I love you Mister Tree and 1
hope vou feel better very soon.”

Caseye isn't the only person who
hopes Mister Tree feels better very
won. Tiffany Jo Carison. 8 a
fourth-grader whose crayoo art-
work of the tree is stiached 1o the
front door of the nesrby Treaty
Oak Cafe, feels the same way.

“T was going to draw something,
xnd on the (televiaion news they
were talking sbout how the Tresty
Oak was sick and stoff.” Tiffany Jo
explained of whst inspired her to
draw the tree, in green and brown.
=S50 | just started drawing the tree,

sand I drew the Tresty Oak.”

The drawing, sccompanied by
the words *“Treaty Oak Get Well
Soon,” went up on the estery's
front door.

“One of the waitreases said we
hed & customer who wanted to ask
a favor,” recalled Charles Mayes,

the cafe's owner. “I thought, ‘Oh
no, another unusuel food
request.” ”

Some of the get-well mesanges
brought to the tree are Jong-winded
and bizerre. A work of art dune on
lime-green postar paper sitling st
the base of the tree Tuesday sfter-
noon went on and on for probably
100 words, urging that the person
or persons who powoned the tree
be delivered ‘into  our crazy,
mixed-up legal system,” a3 opposed
1o being hanged “{rom your highest
ismb.”

That card, dated June 13, indlud-
ed the words, “People often stink.”

Some of the tree's get-well cards
are short. “Treaty Oak, thank you
for being there for us and shsring
your shade with us,” said a shori
note done on violet stationsry, and
placed nt the tree's base. It was
signed “Sharon & John,” and dated
June 17.

Regardless of the type of card.
the sentiment is understood, and
appreciated, by visitors Lo the tree.

* acidad $1,000 to the reward.

Jones has said that those respon-
sible could be charged with crimi-
nal mischief for causing damage in
excess of $20,000, which is a sec-
ond-degree felony punishable bg:
maximurn of 20 years in prison. Be-
yond any historic significance and
sttendant worth, the Treaty Osk's
value has been estimated st more
than $47.000, using imsrnational
guidelines based on s tree's sge,
size and type.

(Giedraitis sid the tree’s chance
_of surviving the poison hes dimin-
ished beckuse two sets of leaves
have been contaminated. The tree
was poisoned &t east three mornths
afo, which caused & chemicsl burn
10 the spring leaves. As those leaves
died snd fell, the tree put out & sec-
ond flush of leaves; they, too, were
poisoned.

Tresty Oak has now begun a
third flush, but each step depletes
the tree’s energy reserves. If &
healthy set of lesves is not pro-
duced, the tree will exhaust its en-
ergy and die.

*1t's not getting any better.” Gie-
draitis seid.

Taesday. (rredrat sardt the 1irsl
wigne sf & ttord Nueh were fuund
rait wdded. | every LamE f RS a6

new growth, it depletes its energy
more and more.

“We're really throwing every-
thing we've got at it now,” be said.

Officials iearned of the poisoning
in late May and immediately dug
up contaminated soil around the
Treaty Oak to s depth of sbout &
inches. Bacteria that bresk down
and eat chemicals were inj
into the ground, as was sctivated
charcoal, which will sttract and
bind to the poison.

The soil was Lested by an agricul-
tere deparument iaooratory, which
identified the chemcsl as Veipar,
which kills trees and plants by inhi-
biting photoaynthesis.

Giedraitis said the firs effort ap-
arently did not get rid of all the
elpar, so Wday workers are going

10 dig holes every two feet in the
amall park to provide & means to
put more bacteria snd organic mat-
ter nt the Treaty Ouk's roots. The
holes will be two feet deep and
about three inches in diameter.

Officials have said the poisoning
occurred by March, when signs of s
chemical burn on grass around the
tree were spotied. It was imnitielly
thought that a chemical edger had
~een used un the grase. and bt
damage was ot thought to he &
inreat to the Treaty sk
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' The Tekas Forestry Asoii-

re- -

le for. the Ppoisoning: of :
the Treaty Oalk, - bringing .to .
[B11,000"the total rewards-of-
ered in the attack on the Aus-
o Imark S 7es ot ek

. The Treaty Onk, a 600-year-' -

2nd reward °|

old live oak located on Baylor -
Btreet between Fifth and Sixth .
treets, has been battling ' to
urvive since someone poured
potent herbicide around jts
grase several monthg ago, ~ -
Du Pont, which makes the
g emical that was used in the * |
tpoisoning, already. had offered
 $10,000 reward, " 7 LT
¥ The executive committee of )
ghe forestry association, anon- °
- @profit group . made up, of
gnembers ‘with various” inter-’
Pts in forestry. and timber -
wrroduction, voted last week to,’
offer the reward, said ‘Mika® |
gHolloway, a spokesman for the :
Eroup. -
““This particularly outraged
em,” Holloway said of the
ttack on the Treaty Osk,

P

phich has received national
jitention.
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‘Honor Treaty Oak legacy -
1t is a tragedy that anyone would pur-.
posefully vandalize a landmark such a8 .
Treaty Oak. The only possible, positive. -
aspect concerning this incident is the. -
.increased awareness and support of

Austin's natural resources. — of which
Treaty Oak stands as a celebrated and -
much-recognized symbol. Whether or ™"
1ot the tree survives is still in question.’
| But why wait? Perhaps the adjacent;;”
vacant, cement-covered parking lot = -
could be purchased by the city, an integ-
ested group or a philanthropic indivi-
dual as an addition to the existing park’
In the center of this newly grassed parl®
could be a young oak, planted on the 37
occasion and in celebration of Austin’s5*
150th birthday — to rise (hopefully) bed

" side Treaty Oak. If, however, the. = 3

mighty oak succumbs, the new tree. -q
would carry on the tradition and pro- i
vide shade and respite into Austin’s ;g
next 150 years. What a lasting and sig-, 4
nificant birthday present to the capita,li,i
city this could be. Co I
. TERRY ‘TEX’ TOLER'
Austin Convention and Visitors Buread!
900 Congress, Suite 300
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Officials say the Treaty Oak has a 50-50 chance to survive,

Texans mourn
a senseless act,
a withering tree

By Fawn Vrazo
Inguiray Saff Wriser

AUSTIN, Texas — In a sad proces-
sion that has gone on every day for a
weex now, hundreds of people have
been walking up 1o a giant live cak
tree near Austin's downtown, staring
at ft silently for long moments and
then asking themselves a troubling
question that {s on a lot of Texans’
minds.

“Why do something to something
that can't defend itself?” visiting
school bus driver Thomas Taylor
said Monday as be stared at the leg-
endary, 500-year-old Treaty Oak iree,
which was turning & sickly brown
before his eyes.

“I can't see the reason!” said his
wife, Joann Taylor. “It would be a
crazy person to do something like
that”

Many in the capial of Texas think
that only # highly disturbed person
could do what was done to the mag-
nificent cak that is considered to be
the most symbalic tree in Texas and
one of the 260 most historic trees in
the United Siates.

Potent herbicide

Sometime earlier this year, police
say. a vandal spuck up 1o the befovee
Treary Oak at a2 small downtown ¢ty
park mod poursd a potent herbicide
around its base. The herbicide, Vel
par, worked exsctly as 1t should.
Within weeks, the old tree's leaves
started turning brown and dying. As
it threw out new green leaves 10 save
itself, they started turning brown as
well.

City parks officials, who are mak-
ing a heroic effort to remove the
poison from around the tree's roots
with activated charcoal and experi-
menial microbes, give Treaty Oak
just a 50-50 chance.

But even if it does live, said Aus
tin's forestry director, John Giedrar
18, ‘it will be fuli of desd limbs. Jt
will bave jusi a remnant of the gran-
deur thar 11 hed just two months

sgo.

Austin residents are
furious with the vandal
who poisoned the oak.
“They should suspend
his sentence — witha
rope,” said one.

During.the Depression, adults and
schoolchildren throughout the state

raised thousands of dollars so that

Austin officials could purchase the
tree and a small piece of land around
it to save it from development
Today, many young couples marry
in its expansive shade; iis massive
crown is 127 feet wide. And there is
hardly an Austin native who canpot
recall playing on it as a child.

“An awful lot of the Austin polid- -
cians climbed on it when they were -

kids,” said Edward Bustin, 61, who
lives across the street {rom the tree
and rode on its low branches as a
youngster, just as his parents and
grandparents did before him.

Bustin is one of many who think
there is no punishment good enough
for the person who attacked the tree,
which Giedraitis said could have
Lealthily lived snother 500 years.

“They should suspend his sentence
- with & rope,” Bustin said as he
stood on & carpeting of dead brown
leaves, “But do it on a telephone pole,
not on this tree.”

Ausitn police Sg1. John Jones theo-
rized this week that the tree’s vandal
may have had a grudge against the

Austin landscaping company that

prunes the tree. The company promi-
nently displays the Treaty Osk as its
corporate symbol.

Rut Jones said poiice had 1o real
feads.

Local officials and a spokeswoman

atthe American Forestry Association

in Washington said this week that
they had never before heard of such
an attack on a public tree. Officials of
the Wilmington-based Du- Pont Co.,
which makes Velpar, are so upset
that yesterday they offered a $10,000
reward for information leading to
t?:n. tree attacker's arrest and convie.

Symbol of Texas’

“We're outraged,” said Du Pont’s
Southwestern regional spokeswom-
an, Pat Getter, in ‘Houston. “We're
Texans, and this tree is a symbol of
Texas” | .

But nowhere is the tree’s injury
more painfully felt than in Austin
itself. As many residents will ex-
plain, the Treaty Cak is more than
Just & beautiful tree. Centuries ago, it
was part of a great live oak grove

considered to be sn important meet-

ing place for the area's Indian tribes,

In the 18003, legend has it, Texas
hero Stephen F. Austin may have
stood under it 1o sign the Anglo
Indian tresties that helped pave the
way for Texas’ settlement and even.
tual establishment as an independ-
ent nation and later a state.

“Hopefully, -this' $10,000 reward

will drag whatever scum is out there
- out of the gutter,” said Giedraitis,

who proposed to his wife, Cindy, un-
der the tree’s branches two years
ago. Police said the culprit faces a
sentence of two 10 20 years in jail on
2 charge of criﬂginal mischief. ..

Sympathy and support

Meanwhile, Austin residents by
the hundreds have turned out to
lend sympathy and support to the
tree. There was a prayer vigil around

its large trunk Thursday, and resi-

dents have left many get-well cards,
balloons, ribbons, poems and flowers
at its base. They have placed healing
crystals and an ancient-looking
Egyptian scarab in its knotholes.
On Saturdsy, Austin residents

Sharon Fay Swediow and John Mi-

chael Kropks will marry under the
Treaty Oak's sailing branches as
planned. Swedlow wept when she
heard sbout the poisoning but de-
cided this was no time to abandon
the tree she has grown to love.

In a combination Jewish and Cath-
olic ceremony, she and Kropkas will
make & symbolic walk around the
ree's trunk seven times as an ex-
pression of hope and sireugth. Said
Swedlow: “We'll do whatever it takes
for the marriage and the tree.”
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?*t' a ‘!,press conference, Sall

By Jim Phillips
American-Statesman Staff

Hoping to “flush out the vandals
who did this to the Treaty Oak,”
representatives of Du Pont and the
City of Austin gathered at the poi-
soned tree Tuesday to announce a
$10,000 reward for information
leading to conviction of those
responsible.

“We were horrified to learn last
week ‘that the chemical used was
Velpar,” said' Ken Martin, safety
coordinator at the La Porte chemi.
cal plant of E.I. du Pont de Ne-
mours & Co., where 2 million
pounds of the tree-killing chemical
are produced each year.

“It is very toxic, unfortunately,
t6 hardwoods, which is what we'’re
dealing with,” he said. “We

thought we needed to do more than
~.. try to provide good treatment
to the tree in hopes that it will sur-
vive,

“That’s why we're trying to at-

“tract attention with this 10,000
reward,” Martin said.
- Velpar, which has been on the

‘This is not proper use
of the chemical, and
we're looking forward
to apprehending those
who have done it.’

— Ken Martin
- Du Pont representative

market about 15 years, inhibits

photosynthesis in many trees and

weeds, but hag little effect on pine

trees or many other evergreens. It

is often used in the regrowth of

pine forests and on farms that grow
hristmas trees.

“We're completely disgusted by
this,” Martin sajd. “Thig is not
broper use of the chemical, and
we're looking forward to appre-
hending those who have done it.”

The 600-year-old live oak and
the plot it stands on were pur-
chased as a city park in 1937, with
the stipulation that the Treaty Oak
not be destroyed. Located on Bay-

- ™ . b
Staff photo by Mike Boroff

y Shipman calls Treaty Oak’s poisoning ‘chemical abuse in its lowest form.’

Reward to try to flush out vandals’

lor Street between Fifth and Sixth
Streets, the tree has been a city
landmark since Stephen F. Austin
first brought white settlers to Cen-
tral Texas. :

City Council Member Sally
Shipman, at the press conference
announcing the reward, cailed the
poisoning of the Treaty Oak “a dis.
gusting deed, chemical abuse in its
lowest form, and an insult to every

generation of Texan.”

Officials asked that anyone with
information about the poisoning
call Sgt. John Jones at the Austin
Police Department. '

John Giedraitis, the city forester
who has directed treatment of the
tree, said there is no way to know if
the Treaty Oak will survive,

“We have to wait and see,” he
said. “We've done all the treatment
we can do. Now, it’s really up to the
tree,”

Giedraitis said a formula used in-
ternationally to estimate the value
of trees would give the Treaty Oak
a worth of about $47,000, which
would make destruction of the tree
a second-degree felony.

%‘j@g; AN N =




« Pauaddey 1aaau jen(

I
.m.:_ ‘39I17-DU0ISIY ¥ JO wsl{epuvA-
SNOWI[BUI ‘[BUCLIUI)UL 3Y} — 310J3q

814} 91| BuryiAue Jo paBay JaAs sBY
auq oN],, "1saxaqut Yy oy Buruyeyd
-X3 ‘pres ay _‘ensnun o8 s3],
; "A[3us0al wpLioy] ut papusy
-18; 9y JUrjPaW ¥ 18 UOIJYSISALOD
Jo ndoy v sem pue ‘Ayrorqnd [euon
-BU DIALaIal vy }B() A1B3L], Ayl
Jo Butuostod ayy pres s1yrwipain)
- « JIO8Y
_aof J,UBD 31 ‘SAIP quUIt] B 3dU() ‘1P
s81m) jo 101 B aq 0} Jurod satayy,
'8311 vy} 0} pauaddey Sunyjsuros
18] {199 03 9jqe aq o} Jutod sdem
-[8 (31,0 -ofv syjuowr majy v sn(
sBA 31 jBY} udwdads juvotjtudewr
. 94y 3aq 03 Jurod 1aaau 831, ‘pres suy
-1B4patr) ‘3AIAINS $30P 9917 a4} J]
«'padoy am se Apirdes sv Juraord
-l jou s3] "898 03 Jurredxa srom
. dmI1BYy} Yimold jo pury ay) Jurass
<+ J0U 318 M, "PIES S1)IBIPALY)  ‘MOU
© Wau pood Jupjoop jou sy,
"atp pus A315uU9 $31 J8NBYX3
14 3311 3y ‘senuriuod esavoxd ayy
J1 'duimold mou 218 1Y) $9AB9] Y}

e e

980 08[8 LvI jnq ‘S9ABI] JO 108 81y

- 83} 180 WY Apual[e 8a1) 2y, )98y !

-J2 yonw umoys jou savy ‘punoid
3y} oJul BLANOBQ pPUB [BOJIBYD'
Burjoefut pue [10s pajeutmIRiUeD U

-o8[dal papnout yarym ‘yeQ Ajes1],
31 2485 0] §110JJ3 pres sBIBIPALY)

'000°0%¢ Jo sseoxa ur
adewep Juisned joryosiur pRuUIWILY.,
10y, ‘uosud ur sigek g 0} dn 4q:
sjqeystund ‘Auojay aaI1dap-puooes:
B yum podreyd. aq pnod ‘qydneo.
JU ‘syudino’ ayy 1ey) uny  ppog,
aoyjod L3110 pres syreIpelr) uyop -

"AU0}9] ¥ 8B YBQ) K1BAL ],
Y} Jo wisyepusa sy Jurpear) mou
318 3otjod urysny pres 931y oy} dARS
0} $110JJ3 BujBUIPIOOD UIQ By,
OUM 1318310F AY1O B ‘ABPUOIN 081y
. 3INEVAI} 21BY8 B 81 SIY, "uLIsny”
ut (9s0Y1) i8nf jou ‘sar} oy} jnoqe.
souy apdoad jo j0[ Yy, 'pres 19y
-19D) 's[BpuBA 94} 100 ysnyy 01 djay-
14 piemar ayy 3utdoy arap,,
' ‘padeIino a1,0m;
pus ‘posnstt sem, jonpoid sjt
98NBIaQ pIemal oy} Juriajyo sy Aued
~WIod 3y pies ‘19319) 18 ‘UOISNOY

L Y L L L L LY 1

LV wouy v—.—wo bmw@eﬂr._w

noeEsaemMm

L]

o ' .

6V w0 KiseiL eeg

-up aemomsoyods juod nq v
Y80 8AY] aY) peuostod

134204M 10§ 401898 Y} MOLIE BT

Ppres S[ELOYI0 YoM ‘19plo [Bloads
Aq} ATuo olqeqeae AfEnsn st 31 Ing
‘paroLiysal jou st IedpA JO 8[BY
I . ‘8100119
IS puUR yyLy usamjeq jeeng
JojAeg] uo st 9] "LEET 9ous Nied
£310 B U23Q SYY ~— BOLIGWY YUON
ut eax} joeyred jsow oY) pewrsu
,80u0 — ¥B() L8217, JO a8 Y,
‘039 syjuoOw [BIdAIE
091} 2y} Jo aseq oy} punors painod
Apueredde sem  jey;  epoIqIaYy
a3 ‘medpep seonpoid jJuog ngy {
“Butuzow 81y} 93ua1a}
-uod s8axd ® ¥ pIEMAI oY) eouUNOU
-UB 1M ‘parnjoBjnuew st 2213 9}
10 pagn [edrmayd 9y} aIdyM ‘auI0g
vl w jusid ‘o) puv SINOWeN
-, 9P Juog 0p Ty 9y} WOy s |
: . Y0y Y] 0Al
’1-Ins J0u A¥w J8Y} JIBWPpUE] ULISh
PIO-1824-009 B ‘Yo A3BeL], oY
pauostod ogqa uoszed o) Jo uorjorA
-u00 8]} 0} 3urpes| NOYPIOJUL 10§
Ppa1ajjo 3utaq st premai 000018V

1818 URSSI|S-UBIIBUIY

sdifirqq wip £gq
. Spee[ 10§ 00001
_ 8uwgo yuoq ng
| uostod
- 8,091} J0f
108 paemayy

TN

pUSST ]



i
L

|

A1

Austin American-Statesman

Monday, June 12, 1989

. Dear Oracle Kelley:

Lee Atwater, Oracle. What & piece of

work i8 man. As one observer com-
.mented about the chairman of the Re-
publican National Committee,
“Atwater always manages to throw the
gun in the river.” But this, Oracle. The
RNC's communications director sends
out a memo, titled “Out of the Liberal
Closet,” which oh so coyly attempts to
imply that new House Speaker Tom
Foley is homosexual, Atwater, true to
his instincts, first defends this piece of
filth by saying it is “factually accu-
rate,” and then backs off when the
president disavows it and the perpetra-
* - tor resigns. Once again, an act of
adolescent viciousness happens on
Atwater’s watch, but he manages to
elude the responsibility. One is com- -
pelled to ask, as attorney Joe Welch
did of Sen. Joe McCarthy those many
years ago, “At long last, have you no
sense of decency?” (Signed) Disgusted
Dear Disgusted:
Hey, citizen, young Lee is just a rock
- ’n’ roll kjnd of guy. Still, if by some
miracle, he could be the test subject for
a Consumer Reports study on exactly
which kirids of soap work best in the
" punk-kid mouthwashing category, Ora-
;:‘11; Xould eagerly contribute to the

Dear Oracle Kelley:

Guidance, please, all-knowing one.
Late next month we will be asked to
vote on tens of millions of dollars to
build a convention center. At the same
time we are about to sell some tens of
millions of dollars more in bonds for a
new airport. Are these, sir, imprudent
measures in most difficult economic
times or sound investments for a
healthy civic future? I assure you that
I represent thousands of voters whose
convictions in these matters remain
unknown to themselves, (Signed)

 Confused

Dear Confused:
Oracle continues t¢ maintain that,

- almost certainly for fewer bucks, we
. could buy a decommissioned aircraft
. carrier, anchor it on Town Lake, and
i serve both needs with a single, bold

stroke. Whilst airplanes took off and
landed on the top deck, conventioneers
could revel in the nether quarters. The
_details of transporting this mighty ship
to, and placing it on the waters of our
downtown aquatic attraction, Oracle
-generously leaves to others, as he is
‘primarily a broad concept man,

Dear Oracle Kelley:

Just great, O-Guy. Another govern-
ment scendal. Each day brings fresh
revelations in the unfolding drama of
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development. Investigators say
they have uncovered a nationwide pat-
tern of embezzlement by contractors
and that the cost to taxpayers will run
into the millions. Somehow, I can no
longer muster surprise at stories like
this. (Signed) Tired

Dear Tired:

Think of it as a Paul Newman film
festival. What you had thought was
HUD just turned out to be The
Hustler. '

Dear Oracle Kelley:

Truly bizarre, Oracle, this apparent’
intentional poisoning of old Treaty
Oak. The folks in charge now say they
believe the 600-year-old oak was delib. .
erately poisoned with a herbicide de-

- signed to kill trees. Just a real shame, g

is it not? (Signed) Saddened
Dear Saddened: o
Oracle has tried to make plain his
strong distaste for.capital punishment.
Were it not for that, however, the

temptation for justice to be served bya -

<?‘

traditional rope party — singing, sup-
per on the ground — would indeed be
strong.

Dear Oracle Kelley:

Here’s a notion the time for which
may have come, O-Boy. Sen. Lloyd
Bentsen proposes experimental, low-
cost federal prisons patterned after
military boot camps. Sen. Bentsen’s
idea i8 to incarcerate first offenders
under age 25 in barracks, and have
them undergo “hard work and intense
discipline.” Bentsen says that U.S, pri-
sons are practically bursting, with the
system overfilled by 135,000 prisoners,
and the need for additional beds grow-
ing by 800 a week. Sounds like a rea-
sonable approach to me. What think
you? (Signed) Wonderin

Dear Wondering:

Oracle thinks it a fine idea, but
wonders if those of us who went
through boot camp voluntarily could
now be allowed one free crime.

qlrcrﬁft'“carﬁer in Town Lake

could resolve major Austin issues
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