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Treaty Oak

case called
witch hunt

Lawyer says bond excessive

By 8ylvia Martinez
American-Statesman Staft

A Dallas attorney representing
Paul Stedman Cullen, the man
charged with felony criminal mis-
chief for allegedly poisoning the
Treaty Oak, blasted police and Dis-
triet - Attorney Ronald Earle
Friday.

Attorney Richard C. Jenkins
said his client is a “political prison-
er in a witch hunt” and called the
case against Cullen, 45, far-fetched.
“The police and district attorney
have built this thing up as if they've
got a serial murderer,” Jenkins
zaid. “That's foolishness.”

Jenkinse said Cullen’s $20,000
bond was equivalent to that placed
on & murder suspect.

Assistant District  Attorney
Steve MeClsery said he did not
think the bond is sxcessive,

Jenkins said that if his clent s
indicted, he will ask a judge 1o re-
duce Cullen’s bond.

“I've talked to the DA's office,
but they say it’s far too serious {an
offense) to consider a bond redu-
tion,” Jenkins said,

Cullen has been in the Travis
County Jail since his arrest June 28
for allegedly poisoning the tree
with th Cullen is

“If this hadn’t been a witchcraft
accusation, this would have been a
$2,500 or $5,000 bond,” Jenkins
said.
The Dallas attorney said he
plans to file for a change of venue if
Cullen is indicted.

McCleery said, “It's a little pre-
mature to comment at this time,”
but added that “if defense files a
motion for change of venue, we'll
oppose it.”

Jenking said, “The citizens of
Austin are fair-minded folks, but
they have been so exercised sbout
this that I wonder if they can set
aside all the things they've heard
about my client. There’s been such
a barrage of publicity and hate di-
rected st this man that [ wonder if
anybody in Austin can be fair”

Jenkins blamed police and the
district attorney’s office for start-
ing the campaign against his client
and said the “the media has be-
come so fascinated with this story
that they've blown it out of
proportion.”

“You gll have tried my man in
Austin, he doesn’t need another tri-
al there,” Jenkins said.

The grand jury questioned wit-
nesses in the Treaty Oak casze this
week, and plans to review more evi-
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Longviewites help
to save Treaty Oak

By Doug Bruce
Staff Writer

The battle cry across Texas has
charged from “Remember the Ala-
mo” to “Remember the Treaty
Oak.”

Volunteers across Texas are try-
ing to save the famous Treaty Oak,
poisoned several weeks ago with a
powerful herbicide. Members of
Festival in the Pines of Longview
have donated a check to be used to
purchase a pine picnic table and
benches for Treaty Oak Park,

The gift is a goodwill gesture to
the City of Austin as the tree
recovers from the poisoning at-
tack, according to Festival in the
Pines President Bruce Cook. A
delegation from Longview will
attend Thursday’s Austin City
Council meeting to present the
check to Charles Jordan, director
of the Austin Parks and Recreation
Department.

“Our board of directors wanted
to do something to show the City
of Austin that other areas of the
state share their outrage and grief
over this senseless and tragic act
of sabotage,” Cook said.

The Longview group will also
present loblolly pine seedlings to
Austin City Manager Camille Bar-
nett, Mayor Lee Cook, members of
the Austin City Council -and Jor-
dan. The pine seedlings will be
planted in appropriate locations
around the city, Jordan said.

“Since our festival, the Loblolly
Jubilee, has the loblolly pine as its
theme, we felt an obligation to pay
our respects to the Treaty Oak,
which is a priceless state land-
mark,” Cock said.

In addition to Cook, the Long-
view delegation will include Festi-
val in the Pines board members
Natalie Rabicoff, Paul Boorman,
Joyce Hugman, Jim Giles and Don
Cramer; retired parks director
Warren Leddick; Paul Wise, execu-
tive director of the Longview
Convention and Visitors Bureau;
Ronnie Morrison, co-director. of
the Greater Longview Economic
Development Center; and staff
members from the offices of State
Rep. Jerry Yost and State Sen. Bill
Ratliff.

“Although there has been an
outpouring of support from
around the state for the Treaty
Oak, this is a unique and special
gift, and the first delegation from
another city,” said Jordan. “We
deeply appreciate this goodwill
gesture, and trust that the bonds
of friendship will grow stronger
between our cities.”

Jordan said the Austin City
Council will present the Longview
delegation with a resolution
thanking them for the picnic table
and benches.

“The Loblolly Jubilee, scheduled
for Oct. 7-8 at the Longview Fair-
grounds, will feature a number of
events.

Longview was designated earli-
er this year as the official Loblolly
Capital of Texas by the State
Legisiature,
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Bronze tree
for all time

Man suggests preserving
Treaty Oak as statue

By Billy Porterfield
Amencan-Statesman Statt

If Treaty Oak dies, Austin foundry master John
Kasson I wants to cast it in bronze and replant the
rephica — weighing perhape 15 tons — on the Baylor
Street site where the great tree bas endured for
centuries.

“Thas is ot the time to bury Treaty Oak,” Kasson
said. "'We need to keep praying and pulling for the tree
1o heal. No statue can take the place of nature.

“But should Treaty Oak take & turn for the worse,
we ought to consider how to memorialize it. I can't
think of a better way than 1o raise it again in its own
image, let its bronzed icon reign for a thousand years.”

Kasson gusssas the project would cost more than $1
milion.

The oak, estimated at 500 years old with a branch
spread of 110 feet, was poiscned with the herbicids
Veipar last spring. Police have accused Paul Stedmen
Cullen, 45, of Elroy of poisoning the tree, allegedly as
part of » ritual. He is in jail on a charpe of felony crimi-
~al mischief.

Foresters have replaced the soil and tried other
meinods to save the oak, which is putting out its
‘ourth set of leaves in an attempt o flush itseif of the
cherical.

L'nder the tree, according 1o Texas legend, Stephen
¥ Austin signed a treaty with Indians. The City of
Austin bought the tree in 1937 and, with such donors
13 Dallas billionaire Ross Perot, has funded efforts to
save the oak.

“The citv owns the tree.” Kasson said. “All I can do
:s plant the seed of its rebirth in bronze, and hope the
<1ty or some public-spirited people from the private
sector get behind the idea and help us make it a
reahity.”

Kasscn plans 1o make a formal proposal to the Aus-
un City Council if Treaty Oak dies,

He noted that the city is seeking contributions to a
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fund for plantmg‘treen in the memory of Treaty Oak.
“Maybe we can have & similar drive to raise money to
cast the Treaty Oak in bronze,” Kasson said, adding
that he wants nothing to do with the politics or admin-
istration of such a fund.

“I get goosebumps when I think of casting Treaty
Oak in bronze,” he said. “Here, God is the sculptor,
and we're casting from nature. Such a thing has never
been done before, not even in the time of Michelangelo
when they cast solid 10-ton bronzes.

“People will say it can't be done. But I've thought
sbout it, coldly, as & professional, and I say it’s logical
and completely possible. It would be one of the great
attractions of the world.”

Kas#son and his father, William, a retired accoun-
tant, started Kaseons Castings 15 years ago. They
operate out of an ofd farmhouse at 201 E. St. Elmo St,

The company has emerged as one of the leading art
foundries in America. The Kassons. for example. re-
cently cast sculptor Tom Tischier's 7'4-ton bronze
mammoth for the Dallas Museum of Natura) History
[nsast, the casting industry magazine, called the mam-
moth “the world's targest currently produced invest-
ment casting.”

If his idea for a bronze Treaty Oak catches on and
#ins city approval. John Kasson said he would want
complete sccess o the dead tree and absolute control
over the execution of the bronze. He said the project
might take three (o five years.

“Casting a thing as outsized as the mammoth taught
us how to cast Treaty Onk,” Kasson said. “The exsct
details are proprietary, but generaily here’s the way we
would approach the tree:

“First, we'd photograph it in stills and video from
every conceivable angle. Then we'd climb the tree and
tag it with ribbons — to designate the cuts and welds
-~ &nd re-photograph until we had a catalog of meas-
zrements. Then we'd dismantie the tree and store it in
» warehouse under iock and key and guard.

We'd take the ‘runk  sav. X fest from the ground
g and ald a rubber mold around it Then we'd
Lk LAE Srunk Ut leaving & Dollow impression :0sds.”
% 2 smid ne avuid paint the cnpression wiih s
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The Kassons' foundry in Austin recently cas:
scuiptor Tom Tischier's 7'¢-ton bronze mammaor
for the Daiins Museum of Natural Ristory

bronze copy of the Treaty Oak trunk.”

Kasson said he would firmly anchor the bronze
trunk in the ground at the foundry, cast the ascending
main parts of the tree ~ the large branches. for exam-
ple — and weld them in place.

“We would now have a stark tree of hollow bronze.
without finger branches and leaves. It rught weighs 1C
tons,” he said.

“"From here on, we would have 0 cast i*s “inger
Hranches and foliage in solid pieces, but verv hin !
would dress Treaty Osk out handsomely s ° 2
nave jouked in e heydmy, sath dstar @ P
& each of ité miliivns of leaves.”
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The Indian Treaty Oak of Austin, TX, sole survivor of a group of live oaks called the Council Oaks, has been maliciously poisoned.

Residents are seeking life imprisonment for the culprit.

|
A Historic

TREE Is
POISONED

For over 300 vears, the Treary Oak has

biessed the banks of tne Colorado River |
n Austin, Texas. This venerabic :
Southern hve oak iQuercus wargtsana) ‘
spans 127 feet and has becn listed as »
Famous and Hisworic Tree since 1927 by
the American Forestry Association.
Today the tree is clase 1o death due 1o
an apparently intentiona! poisonung,

The selective herbicide, Velpar, was
evidently poured around the base of the
tree several months pror w ins detec-
tore The sak pegan ol

i
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WRRT il Ay al and

OO wak then insecrad sntn th

ground with high-pressure water.
Finally, bacteria thas breaks down and
consumes chemicals was also inected
Wty the soit and a polypropyiene clused-
~rave screen was suspended te block
e SRErmaan sun and reduce Hest stress.
Orficiais of the E.1. du Pont de
Nemours and Co, which produces
Velpar, have been very covperative and
torthright i stating thar this was not 2
proper use for the chemical. In addition
to helping control the chemical's effect,
the company has offered a $10,000
reward for information leading to the
criminal’s conviction,
The Ausun City Forester, john Gled-
raitis estimated the value of the tree to
be about $47,000, which would make its
destrucuon a second-degree felony
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TREATY OAK
COMMEMORATIVE
PENDANT®

R 14k Gold
actual size

Now you can purchase this specially designed 14kt gold pin or pendant and help in saving
our historical landmark. Your *225% will include all shipping and handling, tax and a *20

contribution will be made in your name to the Treaty Oak Fund.
Pendants on display at Gémporium or phone orders welcome.
Designed and copyrighted by Michael Billington of Gemporium.

& = GEMPARIM

1821 W. Anderson

i J _Checks
(512) 459-3177

A FINE JIWELRY RESALE SHOP
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Treasures
of Austin
easy to lose

Preserving our past .
obsession with future -

By Rick Meyer .

Special ¥,§ the American-Statesman H

An ancient oak, a tiny bird, and
an abandoned mansion have cap-.
. tured our interest of late. Why do!
their sad stories weigh on us? What
is the connection? What uncomfor-i
able reminders do they bear? 3

The 600-year-old Treaty Oak;
languishes as the nation watches,*
the victim of lethal poisoning ad-:
ministered by troubled hands.t
Well-wishers who never before:
drove across town to see a sick,
friend or a sick landmark file quiet-,
ly through an open-air intensive
care unit that once was a park.
Even small children seem to know’
something is very wrong. .

The tiny black-capped vireo is
being quietly crowded off our p!an—é
et. We are assured that busy high-’
ways and shopping malls will make:
excellent neighbors for this Hl}l«
Country native. Its shrinking habi-;.
tat appears as unwelcome shaded,,
blotches on the developers’: finely-
drawn plans at public hearings.

Although  victorious  federal,
troops spared Austin's great man-
sions from the torch after the Civil’
War, the Sebrou Sueed House in’
South Austin was put to the torch’:’
by anonymous trespassers. A7
charred masonry shell i» sl %hatare?- 5
maing of one of our greatest origi-v
nal mansions, Now it 277 its story:
of Austin’s beginnings with a weak-
ened volcs. .

Why all the concern? Why are we.
touched? Because the tiny bird, the,
mighty oak, and the noble &suseé
are simple treasures. .

A threat to each is an uncomfor-"
table reminder that it is irreplacea-
ble but was taken for granted until
it was on the critical list. Then, at
tention is showered. Memoran-
dums fly and experts are
summoned. Ordinary folks and the
usual activist v officials and

The sad fact is there’s no glossy
catalog. from which to order more;
simple treasures. We can’t pencilt
them into next year's budget. We.
won't find them by chance at a ga-,
rage sale. All the king’s horses and;
all the king’s men in government,
offices can’t help. The greatest of
artists or technicians can’t replace
simple treasures. 1

What will happen if we do noth-
ing? Lose the Treaty Oak and auc-"
tion it off as this year’s boutiquer
cord wood, name a snack bar in thet
new mall after the vireo, level the,
limestone walls of the Sneed House,
to make room for another weedy:..
vacant lot, .

Surely, city life will go on. Com-
puters will hum, mortgages will be«t
signed, school children will forget:
their lunch money, hymns will be-
sung, taste-free pizzas will be deliv-
ered, and yellow traffic lights will-
not slow the chosen pace.

But somewhere down deep, in:
some inner place, there is the pain-
ful realization of the loss of a sim-.
ple treasure, something of great.
value. When it is gone, it is gone,
forever. .

I sometimes fear the judgment
future generations will render
about the actions and the deci-
sions, or nondecisions, we make in;
these hurried times. Innocent in-
difference to simple treasures can;
be as deadly as the toxic chemical,
intentionally poured under Treaty"
Oak’s accepting limbs.

Preserving  Austin’s  historic-
landmarks is not an obsession with |
the past but an obsession with the
future, with the kind of world we,
will hand our children and grand-,
children. Honoring our abundant,
Central Texas environment honors§
the right of future generations to;
enjoy the good things which please :
us today. ”

There must exist some collective .
consciousness for our world and its .
environment, culture and histery .
that has been touched and trouhled
by Austin’s tree, songbird and old
rock house.

We are touched because as 4y
child we drew with our pencil the ”
simple picture of the world we saw. »
We drew the house, next to it the =
tree, and in the tree the bird. Above ®
these simple treasures the sun
shown bright and clesr,

Today’s cloudy values may have
1o room for these simple treasures,
And they may quistly s
lzave ty and world a
complete.
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8 THE PATIENT, The Treaty Oak of Austin, Texas. suffers from herbicide POISONINg.

When the historic Treaty Oak of Austin, Texas,
got sick, who were urban foresters to call?
Jack Siebenthaler |

of Clearwater,

that’s who.

By BETTE SMITH
Times Garoersng Comesponaent

f reverence and ribbons, cards and

letrers, crystals and chicken soup

can make 3 difference, doctors say

this now-famous patient may puli
through. The “patient” 1s the Treaty Oak
of Austin, Texas. It suffers from
herbicide poisoning.

“Guarded prognosis' sounds somber,
but Jack Siebenthaler of Clearwater adds
that he’s optimistic since his visit the last
week In June with consulting partner, Dr.
Arthur C. Costarus of Nokomis, south of
Sarasota.

Siebenthaler, executive director of
the Amencan Society of Consulting
Arborists (ASCA), and Costonis, an
ASCA member with his Ph.D. in plant

. pathology, found themselves facing “a - .{.
. unique situation,” as Siebenthaler putsiti-:

A 46-year-old farm equipment
salesman, Paul Stedman Cullen, was
““arrested June 29 and charged with
poisoning the historic tree. Cullen s in
Jail, awaiting a grand jury hearing
tentatively set fornext week. . . .

The Treaty Oak Task Force

Siebenthaler and Cos-
tonis, consuiting arborists
at Walt Disney World, were
called to Austin after Dis-
ney's head, Michael Eisner,
had been contacted by Tex-
as industrialist H. Ross
Perot. The costs to save
the criminally poisoned Live
oak will be paid by Perot.

The Treaty Oak is
so—calied because of a leg-
end that Stephen F. Austin,
who heiped colonize Texas
in 1821 and ran for presi-
dent of the Republic of Tex-
as, made peace with the
Indians in its shade.

Texans are aghast that
anyone would try to kill
their prize tree, which has
stood in its own landscaped
park enclosed by a stone
wall since 1937,

“We were asked to be-
come the lead consultants,”™
Siebenthaler says, explain-
ing that on june 26 Austin’s
urban forester, John Gied-
raitis, assembled a group of
22 or so specialists — the
Treaty Oak Task Force —
to assist in trying to save
the oak.

“Arthur and | had the
assignment o sit in on that
meeting, participate in it and then sift
through the information, formulate a plan
and supervise its execution.”’ That's what
they are still doing, Siebenthaler says,

The tree is scheduled for a check-up
on Tuesday.

Vitai statistics

Measuning the tree at 442 feet rom
the ground, the trunk s 50,5 inches in
diameter. Although 1t was said oy some o
e oider and wider, Siebenthaler and s
partner set the age at 300 1o 350 vears,
height at 50 feet and canopy at abous 80
feet.

Using a calculator and accepted
appraisal methods, considering historical
significance and good location, the tree's
value, prior to herbicxde damage, came to
$29,392.69.

An unhbeard of act

Born into a nursery family,
Siebenthaler 54 has worked w
a% KA &S N AN Tememer and § a
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" POISONED VEINS, 2nd
brown leaves, above, show
the path of destruction.

= "COME ON TREE, WE
LOVE YOU,” and other kind
words, left, were written on
large get-wedl cards.

in half a dozen horticultural

organizations. Never before has he heard

o SGIMEOHE KIaWingiv acting with
" mahcious mtent of thus magnitude o

= JCONS, and other symbols of fath, drape the historical oak's marker.

i
y  destroy or attempt to destroy such a

¢ magnificent tree.”

1he herbiide as
Velpar. sed commercaaily by the puip

industry to clear land of undesirable
species, including caks, whesn they grow
among pines for pulp wood, Siebenthater
explains. “1t happens that pine trees are
tolerant of this herbicide. it's very
powerful for non-tolerant species, very
deadly,” says Siebenthaler.

The culprit who applied the Velpar in
February apparently “knew what the
material would do and pretty much how
to apply it,” says Siebenthaler._

The path of the poison . _
Early in March, a 15-inch band of
dead grass attracted attantion. The
grass, in s figure-eight pattern about 15
feet long, looped to the side and around
the tree trunk. The chemical first
suspected wag Roundup, a selective
herbicide used to kill weeds. It's a

y: .~ felajively hacmless consumer itemya

" sccordirig to Siebenthaler. ™ <7+ 2.

. Atfirst, the tree gave nosigns of -
trouble because the old leaves were still
intact, says Siebenthaler. Until the first

" spring flush of new leaves began to break
down between the veins; turn brown and
drop off, the danger to the tree from the
chemical was not realized. - -

tests showed the herbicide to
. beVelpar, city
foresters removed
several inches of soil
where the herbicide
had been applied,
replaced it with mulch
and injected bacterial
material. Then they
waited for the second
flush of growth that a
tree puts out when its
first jeaves are
contaminated,
Velpar, not farniliar
. oravailable to most
I people, goes through
the roots, travels
through the tree's
vascular system and
lodges in the foliage.
When shiny new
green leaves appeared
in June, but quickly
began to turn brown
and drop, Giedraitis, the urban forester,
began to look for mare help. That's
where Siebenthaler, Costonis and the
Treaty Oak Task Force came in.

Signs of life -

The third foliage flush was out,
partially mature and showing a high
percentage of impact when he was there
at the end of June, says Siebenthaler,

“Every successive leaf flush is going
to remove more of the material because it
collects in the jeaves,” he explains. The
more it flushes through the vascular
system of the tree and deposits in the
leaves, the better for the tree.”

Ordinarily the live cak would not put
out mare than two flushes of new grow:h
a vear_ he explains. “We're hoping that 5
fourth flush will come out and not be as
severely affected. The twigs looked
green and nealthy when we left

The prognosis

Costoms says that during next week’s
check-up he will add mycorrhize, “littie
fung) that live in symbiosis with the roots
of all cak trees. These would be severely
affected around this tree because of the
soi] that was removed, and the herbicide
may have impacted them.”

Successive flushes of leaves will
determine the oak’s eventual survival,
says Siebenthaler, It may be two or three
vears before 1ts fate is known, he
canciudes. proviged the tree doren’t o

Piease see TREE 30
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«

One can leam alot from a tree, espe-
cially a dying one. In visiting our sick
friend I considered the following; - -«

"~ ® We had better take care of the little

. ones if we want our descendants t.o have ,
bxgones SRR :
* ®:0Our energxes are best dxrected o
‘toward deahng with the status quo rather
than living in a nonexisting past.
- ® Our energies are best spent by ap-
;plymg them to the healing of our s:ck

,fnend rathg‘r than spendmg them hat,mg N

i The Treaty Oakn 8- measmh da:
“prophet. It shows us not what might pos-
f,s:bl “happen but what will surely happen
e very thin skin of life that covers
ogx entire pIanet if we contmue .our pmd-
al behavior.” ‘
"I know that some wxll consider it sacri- |
lege to subject that whoeyer attempted -
the assassination of our great friend is no.
worse than a host of Austin politicians
who have murdered the charm, the eco-
nomics, the public trust and faith, the
skyline and the gargantuan unnamed live
oaks that once graced the campus of
U.T., the Symphony Square and other
propemes about Austin,
B WOREE
P G ‘Box 56
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Austin Agenda |
Annual Live Oak Festival

Dedicated To Treaty Oak

This year’s Live QOak Festival,
scheduled for Oct. 14 and 15 in the
Travis Heights neighborhood, has
taken on special meaning in view of
the tragic poisoning of historic Treaty
Oak. ; —_—

Promotions - Committee Chair.
Connie Fisher said the festival, now
in its third year, will be a tribute to
Treaty Oak. Well-known local artist
Guy Juke, who lives across from
Treaty Oak, has agreed to do the art-
work for the posters and t-shirts, which

.will be sold to raise funds used in the
“-fight against oak wilt disease.
" Incidentally, if you want to work
at the Live Oak Festival, you can at-
tend an organizational meeting at
7:30 p.m. Sunday, - July 23 at the
Magnolia Cafe on South Congress
Avenue, :
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Saturday, July 15, 1989

THEATER 'MUS|C

Photo by Aian Pogue
William Dente stands tall this weekend as Treaty Oak in Esther’s
Follies’ parody ‘Rock 'n' Roll News Medley.’
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Broken-Treaty Oak
To the Editor;y ‘

It’s a strange society where the life of atree — any
tree — matters more than the civil rights of a human
being. The media, especially the local television news
programs, are giving full play to a savage lynch-mob
mentality directed at ‘Mr. Paul Stedman Cullen;
while corporate and taxpayer monies are noisily
spent to save a tree which in fact commemorates a _
history of broken promises. Where is this righteous
anger. and ready cash when Austin’s human victims

Peed help? Austin should be ashamed of itself, |
bR Tt “Aaron Fox .

AR
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' Thursday, July 13, 1989

Staff photo by David Kennedy

Seeing green

Customers Dorothy Boutwell, left, Bilie McMahon and Dorothy
Kemp buy T-shirts benefiting the Treaty Oak. Efforts to save the poi-
soned tree have drawn the attention of state Rep. Sam Russaell, D-
Mount Pleasant, who on Wednesday filed a resolution thanking
companles that have donated time and equipment to the effort.
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Wednesday, July 12, 1989

Tfééfj?“Oak

case goes to 7

grand jury

Suspect charged’ with
felony in poxsomng

American-Statesman Staff S

A Travis County grand jury is
expected to look into the Treaty
Oak poisoning case sometime after
next week; an assxstant district at-
torney said Tuesday; -

Paul Stedman Cullen, 45 of El-
roy has been charged with felony
criminal mischief in the poisoning
of the historic tree, an Austin land-
mark fighting to survive the effects
of the powerful herbicide Velpar.:

" Assistant  District Attomay
LaRu Woody said the case is not .
scheduled for presentation to a
grand jury this week or next week.

But 11: could be presented a,i‘!;er~

3 “We re gust net ready yet ?

Woody said. :

" Woody said the district attor-

ney’s office is studying whether to
recommend a second- or third-de-
gree felony sharge of (:nmmai
mischief. -

¥

That decision will depend on té;ze
cost of repairing the tree, she said

The charge could be a third-de-
gree felony if there was 8750 to
$20,000 damage to the tree,

The charge is a second-degree
felony - if the~ damage exceeds
$20,000, she said. .
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Treaty Oak last week to shade the alllng landmark from

suniight that could further damage its third growth of leaves |
this season. The tree Is also periodically misted with spring -

water, and all of the chemlcal-tainted soil has reportedly
heen removed from the base. (Stephen Hansen phote).
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American Notes

TEXAS
‘“Please Don’t
Die, Tree”

Visibly ailing since Memorial
Day. Austin’s historic Treaty

|

| Oak-—alleged site of a treaty
* signing by Native Americans
©and Father of Texas Stephen |
F Austin—has been receiving .

the kind of diligent attention
usually given a gravely ill head
of state. A team of eleven has
meticulously removed the con-
taminated soil from around its

i huge root network. and last
i week billionaire H. Ross Perot |
flew 1y 18 technical specialists
from arcund the nation © as- .

sist 1n a pedside diagnosis.

About 600 vears old and 50 ¢

ANZNIYE AD12

ft. high. the great tree. with its
52V4-in. girth and 127-ft. limb
spread. has inspired an out-
pouring of sympathy. Well-
wishers stand vigil. send get-
well cards, flowers, candles.
even cans of chicken soup with
anguished messages: “Please
don’'t die!”

It seems that someone
poured the potent herbicide
Velpar in a circle around the
tree early this year, commit-
ting a “malicious act against
an innocent creature,” said
city forester John Giledraitis.
When the tree shed beads of
sap, he said, "it’s weeping. This
tree is under a tremendous
amount of stress.” Velpar mak-
er Du Pont has put up a
§$10,000 reward for the capture
of the tree's poisoner. Says a
poster at the tree: HANG HIM
FROM THE HIGHEST LIMB.

Police late last week ar-
rested Paul Stedman Cullen,
45. and said he apparently poi-
soned the tree as part of a ritu- |
al. Hanging. though. is not in |
prospect. Cullen couid get only |

. up 10 20 vears for criminal mis-

chief a felony. "
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Hope for survival

Where are the descendants of the
American Indian people that signed the
treaty under the oak tree? I trust they: -
didn’t follow the situation of the rest of
the American Indian tribes and their

 plight with U.S. treaties. This is an.im-
portant question, because the tree ...~
- stands for remembrance. . :

In the present, admid the oil spills, -
sewage pollution, and urban renewal in
the name of the dollar, I find it ironic -

" that the Indians so well respected na-
ture and were at one with it. For living
this way, they were sentenced to an al-

- most genocide. When we view this tree
w;x‘}'el: historical awe, should we not be in”
awe of the grave injustice these people
endured? .. - S ey

1 hope the treaty oak tree survives,
unlike a lot of U.S. treaties. If the tree .
dies, I hope it is not manufactured into .
worthless paper like a lot of U.S. Indian
treaties. . T

LN TONY METOYER
--—="9501 Bois D’Are
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The Philadelphia Inquirer
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The prognosis worsens
for Texas’ ailing oak

By Fawn Vrazo
Inquirer Staff Writer .
AUSTIN, Texas — The outlook for this city’s
poisoned Treaty Oak appeared gloomier this
‘week after the removal of tainted soil from
around its roots apparently failed to slow the
effects of a strong herbicide flowing through its
veins.
" Austin City forester John Giedraitis, who has
overseen the heroic effort to save the historic
500-year-old tree since the poisoning was discov-
ered last month, said late Thursday that a new
“flush” of leaves produced by the tree to save
itself had begun turning brown and dying, just as
earlier leaves had.

The effects of the poison, Velpar, seem to be
accelerating, Giedraitis said. “It's going to be a
miracle, I think, to keep this guy going.” The
forester added, though, that another flush of
healthy leaves could appear within the next two
weeks and help the tree recover.

“I think we're going to know in about a month”
if the Treaty Oak will live, said Giedraitis, who
has been working with 19 tree experts flown to
Austin a1 week ago for a day at the expense of
Texas billionaire H. Ross Perot.

The tree is the legendary but unproven site of a
19th-century meeting between Texas hero Ste-
phen F. Austin and local Indians.

As Texas — and much of the rest of the world
— continued to follow the progress of the now-
famous live oak tree, Austin residents pondered
~ the strange circumstances surrounding its at-

tack.

An ex-convict, Paul Stedman Cullen, 45, was
arrested June 29 by Austin police and charged
with poisoning the tree in February with a
container of Velpar taken from the rural farm-
supply company where he had worked. Police
said in Cullen’s arrest warrant that he had
poured the herbicide around the oak “in a ritu-
al.” .

Police officials have said little else -about the
nature of the ritual or Cullen’s motivation, Pub-
lished reports have suggested the attacker may
have been trying to cast a spell to affect the
outcome of a love affair. Investigator John Jones
this week confirmed reports that a book called
The Black Arts figures in ¢ ’
cording o the Ausu

1 had checked t
sublic library. The book He)
magical ceremonies but says nothing about th
sacrifice of trees.

in the rural town of Elroy outside Austin
where Cullen had lived for the last few years,
local residents said this week that Cullen was an
outgoing but strange individual who was in a
methadone-maintenance program and seemed 1o
be trving to overcome his past as a criminal and

{
S

ey

But that past seemed to be behind him by the
time he took up residence in the back of a
moving van on the property of the Pearson’s
Farm & Ranch Supply store, his employers until
about six months ago. Cullen talked openly about
his convictions and celebrated with a meal at the
local JB's Cafe when his probation period ended,
cafe and store owner John Bankston said.

“He was real ptoud about being off probation,”
said Bankston, who added that Cullen ate the
cafe’s $9.95 T-bone steak when he was working,
and oatmeal when he was not. After Cullen was
laid off from Pearson’s, Bankston said, he earned
money by doing yardwork or painting in the
town, and he was never known to bother or harm
anyone in the community.

On the other hand, Bankston and other resi- .
dents found it strange when they spotted a burn-
ing chicken surrounded by blue paint on a street
near Cullen’s makeshift truck-house. “With its
feathers off, that's one thing,” Bankston said.
“They might have been barbecuing it.” But this
chicken had its feathers on.

Residents also noticed Cullen’s unusual neck-
lace of alligator teeth. And Bankston 'said that
Cullen had told him several weeks ago that he
had been poisoning stray dogs in the area.

Cullen reportedly dated a woman living in a
nearby trailer park, and many local residents say
they believe the girlfriend turned in Cullen to
the police. Police have not identified any tipsters
but have said that four callers identified Cullen
as the tree’s attacker.

Three of the callers, said Sgt. Jones, contacted
police after $11,000 in rewards was offered in the
case. But the “best caller,” said Jones, “came in
way before the rewards were offered.”

Cullen has been charged with criminal mis-
chief, which carries a maximum prison sentence
of 20 years. But police say that as a previous
offender, he could face a life sentence. He re-
mains in the Travis County Jail under a bond of
$20,000 while authorities consider a change of
venue for the case, which has been publicized
from London to Tokyo.

“f would say [a change of venue] is a distinct
possibility — maybe to Alaska,” Jones said

Meanwhile, intensive efforis 10 vy 1o save the
iree ars continuing. All of the soil around g
base has been removed and replaced o the depth
of three feet, and the iree is being cooled with
1,500 gallons daily of donated Texas spring water.
The water is sprayed on the upper branches with
hoses, which at times gives the massive tree the
appearance of crying.

One of the tree’s neighbors, Gordon Israel; had
earlier sprouted more than 70 trees from the
Treaty Oak’s acorns, and Austin residents have
drawn some comfort from that. One of the
sprouis ig growing in the city's garden center,
“and maybe that will be the replacement.” forest-
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By Hugh Forrest
-

WOOD THAT IT WERE: The saga of
Treaty Oak — a classic, head-on collision be-
tween a traditional symbol of benevolence and
an unseen yet seemingly omnipotent evil — has
generated both state and national headlines.
Hence, the arrest of suspected poisoner Paul
Stedman Cullen was a media event invoking
memories of the discovery of the body of UT -
student Mark Kilroy at the mass gravesite near
Matamoros (toss in a few references to the oc-
cult and the two crimes tie together rather nice-
ly). And, if we are to believe the local media’s -,
somewhat naive approach to reporting this
story, Austin’s trees are now free again to grow -
and prosper. nght’? Wrong. There is no doubt
that Treaty Oak is a wonderful asset to the city™ -
and one well worth saving. Still, it is only one
tree and its existence on this earth is ultimately
limited, not so much by the bounds of nature
(it seems to have withstood those extremely
well in its 600 years), but by acid rain and other
man-produced impurities that foul an ever-
polluted environment. Indeed, the press
trumpeted with joy when DuPont (makers of
Velpar, the chemical used to poison the tree}-
kicked in a $10,000 reward for information
leading to the poisoner’s arrest. Perhaps the
ostensible generosity of the sum distracted the

’ medxa from conmdenpg the hypocrlsy QfDu-

Ponts ‘involvement in"the’ rescue. effort., If.
Velpar has this much affect on one tree, con-
sider what kind of havoc it wreaks upon the
ecosystem after being distributed over larger
areas — or does the scientific community even
know the full range of environmental conse-
quences stemming from such use? DuPont,
notorious for helping develop Vietnam-era
killer chemicals such as napalm and Agent
Orange, certainly isn’t holding its breath for
the answer to this last question. Nor is the
‘press. In the coming weeks the media will
.. report myriad trivial details about the internal-
1 { demons that prompted suspect Cullen’s unfor-
tunate ‘actions. But we’ll hear niothing about
the greed of  the corporate” bigwigs whose

_obscene rape-and-pillage approach to cultivat-"
. ing the natural world for profit fosters the:
{ development of poisons like Velpar, thereby
" insuring that the Treaty Oaks of this world are
" a vanishing breed. This awesome tree, strug-

gling to free itself from the toxins that clog its
veins, is clearly a symbol for our times. In
‘typical 80s fashion, however, the press inter-
prets the symbol as reality, ignoring the greater
truths that the poisoned tree begs us to con-
sider. So bring out the camera crews, call the
politicians, and join the all-night vigils as Trea-
ty Oak is saved. Then, watch helplessly in the
coming decades as whole forests are deci-
mated, victims of pollution standards that
were (oo aften compromised 1o the unyielding
profit margins of big business. [t almost makes
you teel like burning a tlag or two. Yo

L
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Six hundred years ago mankind was stum-
bling into a new era. It was a time of boih
calamity and promise: protracted wars and
piagues were sweeping across Europe and
Asia, yei the seeds of the Renaissance were
laking hold in the hills of lialy. On the oiher
side of the world, on a quiet river bend in
Texas, something quite different had taken
rout — the Treaty Oak. Today we stand poised
on the edge of another epoch, one in which the
relationship beiween mankind and the planet
itself seems destined to change. The Treay
Oak’s arching branches have spanned (he time
connecting these two historic periods. Whether
the poisoning and potential demise of the tree
will stand as a symbol or portent of things to
come s largely up to us,

We live in a time when environmental disas-
ters of regional und global scale seem like daily
occurrences. We are barraged by so many
gloomy reports that we sometimes become de-
sensitized to it all. We lose our sense of outrage
and perspective afler the hundredih oil spill or
nuclear plani leak. When the news about the
paisoning of the Treaty Qak first broke | heard
some folks complaining abow all of the aten-
tion this vne single tree was recciving when
countless thousands of acres of rain forest and
other habitats are being destroyed every day.

While | certainty sympathize with this point
of view (not sceing the forest for the tree), |
also undersiand the outrage caused by what
happened 10 the Treaty Qak. The Treaty Oak
was a selected victim and as such it has elicited
an emotional response. It is also something
very tangibie, something we can see, not ar all
like a hole in the ozone layer or the damage
caused by some insidious 1oxic waste. Above
all, the Treaty Oak has for many years been a
symbel of the city we love and cal! home. It is
fitiing, then, that a group of Austinites has
chosen to react o the Treaty Oak poisoning in
both a tangibie and symbolic way.

On July Ist, many Austinites gathered under
the tree tosign a new ireaty, a pledge Lo profect
Austin’s naturai neritage and add o our “'ur-
ban forest.” They are doing this by plansiing
irees in therr vards and by contobuting 1o a
special “Treary Oak Fund™ ihat will heip
finance massive plantings of trees in our parks
and along our nighways, This “irealy” is less
rave and tnivial (nan it may seem. Trees make
a difference by soaking up carbon divxide and
other pollutants, by cooling our yards and
homes, and by beawtifying our neighburhoods.,
We can make a difference by planting them.

Normally, area gardeners concentrate on
planting trees during the cooler times of the
vear. {(Arbor Day is observed locally in
January.) Busr thar doesn’t mean you can't
plant during the summer: you just need 1o use
z hile commen cence g Hiile ewra muleh

grown into their containers when you buy
them. Do not buy a ficid-dug or bare-root tree
during warm weather unless the nursery or
supplier is willing to guaraniee it for you.
(Transplaming trees from one location 1o
anolher is ideally daone dunng the coldest part
of the winter.)

The key to successful tree planting lies in
selfecting the right variety for your yard. This
means that you should determine what type of
soil you have, how much sun the plani will
receive and how large an area will be required.
The following recommendations include many
species that are less well known 10 Austinites; |
tout them to encourage more diversity in our
urban forest, so that it will be less susceptible
to the ravages of diseases like vak wili,Some
of these (rees may be a bit harder to find, but
they are worth the effort. By asking Tor them
you will encourage area nurseries o order
them and commercial growers to produce
them, so you'll be duing cveryone a favor,

Folks looking for shade irees should con-
sider the following - species: Lacebark or
Chinese Elm (Ulmus Parvifolia). As ihe name
implies, this tree has beautiful bark. It is very
tough and welt adapted to most soils and grows
quickly 1o approximately 50 feet 1all. Bur Osk
(Quercus Macrocarpa). A relatively slow grow-
ing but very rewarding tree, it is thoughi 1o be
resistant (o oak wilt and can be grown through-
out Central Texas, from the rocky soils of the
Hill Country to the heavy clay soils east of
town. The tree grows 1o 70 feet and needs am-
ple space. Texas Ash (Fraxinus. Texensis).
Known for its fall color and quick growth, this
is a healthy medium-sized 1ree that would fit
ncatly onto a smaller lot. Bigtooth Maple
{Acer Grandidenrerum). The only maple suiled
for planiing in Austin, it is perfect Tor snrali ci-

- 1y lots, With its classic leaf shape and fall col-

or, the Bigivoth Maple is perhaps our most
beautiful shade tree. It can grow in a parly
shaded yard and can be added to existing tree
plantings as an accent. Lacey Oak (Quercus
Glaucoides). A smallish (usually only 30 feet
tall) Hill Couniry native that is just now be-
coming avajlable in nurseries, its feaves are a
wuonderful biue-green thai turn peach colored
in the fall. It is found in canyons (often with
the Bigtooth Maple) and likes a well-drained site.

There are many small {15-25 foot) ornamen-
tal species of trees that can be used to add col-
orful individual accents 10 a yard or garden.
They can also be planted together (o form a
natural-looking privacy hedge or buffer: Texas
Redbud™ (Cercis Canadensis var. Texensis).
This favorite spring-time bloomer grows
throughout the Hill Country. it is dis-
tinguished from the Eastern Redbud by s
glossy foliage, drought resistance and smaller
size. The Vitex or Lilac Chaste Tree (Virex
Agnus-castus) blooms in the lull between the
early spring burst of color and the arrval of
the sumimer flowering species. It is extremely
kardy and thrives in dry sunny locations.
Desert Willow (Chilopsés Linearis) 1s quickiy
becoming a star aitraction in Ausiin gardens.

i nas exquisite summer bBlooms and grows
any well-drained soil (it is not a frue willow so ¢

don’t overwater!). The Flameleaf Sumac (Rhus

Lanceoletyy provides a nice display of white |

blooms in (he summer, but its true claim (o
fame comes in the fall when the foliage turns a
bright red. It is another area native and should
perform well in all but the heavies: clay soils.

If you've already exhausted all available
space in your garden and can't possible
sgqueeze in another (ree, you can still enhance
Austin's urban forest by contributing 0 the
Treaty Oak Fund. If you'd like 1o help out,
send vour contributions or inquiries fa:

I'he Yrews an Funa
Ulize of ne Director

Parks and Heorsa, o e
P Bax [088 -
Auswn, T TETR? toxg -
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Un&érstanding Earth

On Sunday, June 26, I was moved to
tears, as I stood with others to view the
Treaty Oak. We were there to express
our awe, love, and respect for this mag-
nificent tree, and to experience our sor-
row amd disgust at the tragic poisoning,
One well-wisher wrote on a card (quot-
ing Goethe): “you do not destroy what-
you understand.” Chp e

Later, I realized how easy it is for'us
to understand the impact of the de-: -
struction on this one tree, .

But, every day, far greater destruction
occurs. Our western forests have more
trees cut than ever, acid rain falls on )
more miles, of trees around the world,;
and the Amazon rain forests. are being -
destroyed. These acts are devasting to
the Earth’s ecology, but few of us give
them any thought or concern. A single
deliberate act of violence is much more

stirring to us then the many deliberate .

corporate acts that occur daily. .
Clearly, we do not understand what
the Earth’s forests mean to the world,

to its climate, and to its future. - -
o ' NANCY RILEY

P. 0. Box 3943
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Home search reveals
no trace of herbicide

No occult items found at suspect’s house

By Jim Phillips

Amercan-Statesman Stat!

When Austin police searched
Paul Stedman Cullen's home last
week, they did not find any herbi-
cide that would tie him to the poi-
soning of Treaty Oak nor did they
find occult items that would direct-
ly support a ritual motive for the
poisoning.

According to information filed in
court records Wednesday, police
said they seized a number of books
and other materials. None of the
books is specifically tied to the oc-
cult, although at least one con-
occult-related

- tained several

Oak s

-

stories.

The search warrant and a list of
seized items were filed by Sgt. John
Jones, who is in charge of the Trea-
ty Oak investigation.

Cullen, a 45-year-old Elroy resi-
dent who was charged last Thurs-
day with felony criminal mischief,
remained in the Travis County Jail
late Wednesday. He is charged
with pouring the herbicide Velpar
around the tree as part of a ritual.

The search warrant was for Vel-
par or any writien information
about the chemical, and for “any
and all books, magazines or other
periodicala referring to the use of

‘magic circles,’ witchcraft or the

;
t
|
1

Staf phota by Lynne Dobson

Clty' workers instalied 10 telephone poles near Treaty Oak Wednes-
day. The poles will hold screens to shade the tree from the sun.

oceult.”

Sources told the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman that Cullen was be-
lieved to have poured the herbicide
around Treaty Oak and in a “magic
circle” just east of the tree in an ef-
fort to cast a spell or place a curse.

In an affidavit by Jones to obtain
the search warrant, the investiga-
tor said an informant who had been
to Cullen’s home “observed books
and papers concerning ‘magic cir-
cles’ and the occult.” The materials

See Oak, B§ :

referred to placing of a curse on
‘someone or “‘protecting” a person
“'by placing poison around a tree”
‘and around personal articles of the
person, the affidavit says.

¢ Cullen also has an Austin library
card issued at the branch on Man-
chaca Road, which has a copy of
"The Black Arts, the affidavit says.
The American-Statesman reported
1ast week that investigators were
1old Cullen had read the book,
which describes the making of and
uses of magic circles. In occult be-
lief, the circles are thought to pro-
vide power and protection to those
irying to place a curse or call upon
‘ppirits for help.

3 Officials were not able to confirm
whether Cullen checked out The
Biock Arts because the library
keeps records only of books that
are returned late, and reveals that
information only under courn

order.

! The books seized from Cullen's
home in the 18-foot trailer of a
truck included The Nine Billion
Names of God, a short-story collec-
“ion by Arthur C. Clarke, and The
‘Inhumaon Condition, short stories
by Clive Barker, who writes horror
‘fiction. Barker's book contained
several cult-related stories includ-
ing one in which a man tried to
summon the devil.

© Also found was a chemistry book
by lsaac Asimov, Building BLock_s
of the Universe, 8 Time-Life Li-
brary book on The Mind, and &
ook titled The Ring of Truth: an
inguiry into how we know what we
know, which was based on & PBS
television series.

. Police also confiscated letters 10
Cullen, job applications, & copy of

Cullen’s resume, a notepad con-
taining notes and various other
records.

Since the poisoning was diaco-
vered & month ago, the centuries-
old Treaty Osk has gained national
attention. Officials have spent
thousands of dollars trying to save
the tree, which is located in & city
park on Baylor Street between
West Fifth and Sixth streets, but
they do not know whether it will
survive.
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- Knickknacks,
notes show

love for tree

Treaty Oak given showers
of spring water, affection

By Scott W. Wright
Amaerican-Stateaman Statt

Wednesday, July 5, 1989
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Treaty Oak runs.

Nobody seems to know wha left the fluo-
rescent yellow golf ball. It just showed up
one day, as did the faded green toy truck,
the ceramic unicorn, the pinata and the six
$1 bills stuffed in a vase.
 “Maybe the golf ball is supposed to be
like & Christmas tree ornament,” said one
woman, who gazed in amazement Tuesday
at the quirky collection of items left in
front of the Treaty Oak. ..

“And I have no idea what that toy truck
is for,” she said.

Few are more perplexed about the unu-
sual onslaught of cards, gifts and get-well

" messages that stand silent guard in front of
the poisoned 500-year-old tree than Austin
City Forester John Giedraitis.

While city workers are sprinkling the ail-
ing osk with spring water every half-hour
to reduce heat stress, he said, well-wishers
from around the nation are showering the
landmark tree with affection.

“The place is kind of turning into a
shrine,” said a bewildered Giedraitis, who
has diligently saved every note and knick-
knack at the request of the Austin History
Center 80 it can record the outpouring of
support.

“You wouldn't believe some of the stuff
people leave,” he said. “All these people
that come to see the tree, they have & lot of
strong feelings. They want to go up and
touch the tree or say something to it. I
guess this is a way for them to express
themselves.”

The outlook for Treaty Oak improved
earlier this week when officials announced
that all the soil tainted by the herbicide
dumped around the tree has been replaced.

Police have accused Paul Stedman Cul-
len, 45, of Elroy, of poisoning the tree with
the chemical Velpar in what officials be-
lieve was a ritual act. He has been charged
with felony criminal mischief.

Initially, when Austin residents disco-
vered the historic tree had been poisoned
and was struggling for its life, a few people
dropped by and left things like aspirin,
cans of chicken soup and hesling crystals
at the foot of the Treaty QOak.

But as word of the tree's plight has
spread worldwide, the crowds of visitors to
the site at Baylor Street between Fifth and
Sixth streets grow larger, the gifts more ex-
otic, Giedraitis said.

Candles, feathers, flowers, yarn-woven
God's-eves and lucky charms litter the

sidewalk in front of the monument. And-

like clothes out on & line to dry, poems,
cards and wreaths dangle from a rope that

cordons off an area around the tres.
On Tuesday. a constant stream of people
Bes Treaty Oak, B8

;sv.opped to see the tree. They
brought cameras and hand-held
video cameras to take pictures in
front of it, they chamg about its
hances for survival. Inevitably,
they craned their necks skyward to
get a complete view of Treaty Oak,
once named the most perfect tres
"i.n North America.
¢~“It's a  constantly changing
crowd,” said Ed Bustin, a retired
/Army warrant officer who lives
‘across the street from the oak.

" “There’s no way in the world you

icould count all of them. Saturday
mnight, they were still coming by at 3
#m. in the morning, and then they
ere here again at 6 a.m.”

g Giedraitis said he put a poster
board in front of the monument
several weeks ago so that people
could scribble down their thoughts
and sign their names. Now, there
are six poster boards, which he re-
places twice each day to accommo-
date the thousands of visitors.

} “It's incredible,” he said. “People
lpave all sorts of messages in all
languages. We've had people write

_in Spanish, French, Latin and

‘Chinese. I guess they want to leave

. a little piece of themselves after

seeing the tree.” )
City officials also have received
more than 100 get-well cards in the

' mail, Giedraitis said, some ad-
- dressed simply to “Treaty Oak.”

A letter from a girl named Jo-
hanna said “QOaks are wonderful
trees. I know you may not feel
lucky, but really you are because

- your incredible age has prevented

you from being cut down by tree-

. choppers.”

Johsnna wrote to the tree that
her note was in printed letters, “be-
cause I'm not sure if you can under-
stand cursive.”

Another card said it was from
another age-old oak tree in Medi-
na, Ohio, that land developers had
tried to cut down to construct a
building.

One message, this one left by a 2-
year-old girl named Tara, said, “1
wish you will get better from the
poison. I hope you don’t ever get
hurt again. When yvou get better,
you can play with your baby trees.”
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“ " MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES

FROM around the state attended a
press conference held June 29 at
Treaty Oak by District Attorney Ron
Earl\and Officer John Jones of the
Repéat pffenders Program. They
announced the arrest of Paul
Stedman Cullen, a drifter, on |
charges of criminal mischief,a '
second degree felony, for pouring =
the herbicide Velpar around the
base of the tree. . :
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EFFORTS T0 SAVE Treaty Oak were
Increased June 22 when Mayor Lee
Cooke (left) and Urban Forester John
Gledraitis (right), of the Parks and
Recreation Department, announced that
billionaire H. Ross Perot pledged to

tund any efforts necessary to save the
tree. Experts from across the country
arrived June 26 to appraise the condi-
tion of the polsoned oak.
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BRIEFLY IN THE NEWS

Austin nurses 1ts
alllng Treaty Oak

“AUSTIN, Texas — City workers -
. planned to erect sun screens today around
‘ hg deliberately poisoned Treaty Oak in
aﬁ effort to save the historic tree. ‘
- City oresiegJohn Giedraiissaid._.
workers will install a dozen 65-foot-tal
- utility poles around the 400-year-old oak
~ and hang sun screens between them to re-
‘duce the sun’s glare, which is withering
tzee leaves. .

-, The tree has been an Austin landmark”
smce the days of founder Stephen F. Aus-
tin; who is believed to have signed a treaty
with local Indians under it. Paul Stedman -
Cullen, 45, is charged with criminal mis- -
chief for poisoning it. He faces two to 20

yeagg in prison.
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Treaty Oak has stirred

passions for centuries

Landmark tree attracts ritualistic activities

By Jim Phillips

American-Statesman Staff

Treaty Oak has been linked for centuries
with magie, rituals and occult ceremonies in-
tended to enhance one’s power, or even to
win another’s love.

Comanche and Tejas Indians regarded
Austin’s landmark tree with “superstitious
reverence,” contending that tea made from
its acorns had the power to return straving
lovers or protect warriors. Ceremonies,
dances and other rituals were said to be held
i branches, snd the traditions of the
tree continued even after Stephen F. Austin
brought the first Anglo settlers to Central
Tezas.

Paul Stedman Cullen, the man charged
last week in poisoning the tree in an oceult
ritual, did little to dispel Treaty Oak’s bond

with the bizarre when he put a sign in the
rear window of his truck naming himself the
devil,

“Apollyon at the Wheel,” says the small

yellow sign that looks like one of those “Baby
on Board” warnings.

Apollyon, derived from s word meaning
“to destroy,” was & name given to the angel
of the hottomless pit in the Book of Revela-
tion. The name has since become another
name for the devil, along with Satan, Lucifer
and Beelzebuh,

Those familiar with that chapter of Reve-
lation know that from the bottomless pit was
loosed a swarm of locusts. But the prey of
those locusts wes to be men, not plants —
“And it was commanded them that they

Ses Oak, B9
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should not hurt the grass of the
earth, neither any green thing,
neither any tree.”

Latest test results on the tree in-
dicate that a higher level of herbi-
cide than first suspected was used
to poison the 400-year-old tree, on
Baylor Avenue between Fifth and
Sixth streets.

Police have been told that Cullen
poured Velpar, a herbicide used to
kill trees, around the oak and in a
“magic circle” next to the tree in an
effort to cast a spell or place a
curse.

When police searched Cullen’s
home last week, they found several
books that authorities said might
tie him to the crime. One book that
Cullen is believed to have used is
The Black Arts. That book contains
one reference to the name in Cul-
len’s window: Apollyon, “the de-
stroyer who appears in
Pilgrim’s Progress.”

1t is not known if Cullen, a vora-
cious reader, ever read the 17th
century classic Pilgrim’s Progress,
in which Apollyon was a principal
character. In the religious allegory
hy John Bunyan, Apollyon was a
demonic monster who attacked the
hero, named Christian. The hero
beat back the attack, then d

ularly if it was unusual, out of the
way.” The man said Cullen often
read “ghost stories, spiritual
stories.”

Asked if he was surprised that

Cullen had been charged with the’

crime, the man replied: “No, not
really.”

Cullen, 45, has been arrested a
number of times for drug- and alco-
hol-related crimes, and is on a
methadone program, officials said.
But the man who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity said Cullen
was good-hearted, a good worker
and always paid his debts.

Sgt. John Jones, the investigator
in charge of the case, said he would
not discuss the type of ritual be-
lieved to have been performed by
Cullen because that would “be in-
flammatory” and he thought police
“ghouldn’t inflame passions any
more.” .

The tree has a long history of
stirring intense emotions because
of its well-known past.

“] say it was the first ‘country
club of Texas,” ” wrote Maria Cald-
well several years before the City of
Austin purchased the landmark in
1937, Caldwell’s family owned
Treaty Osk and a house next to it
for decades.

“T had often heard of a ‘Big Tree’
in Georgia that ‘owned itself. So 1
began to wish that this Tree too
t own itself and truly be pre-

his wounds with leaves from the
Tree of Life.

A man who has known Cullen for
about eight vears, snd asked that
his name not be used, said that if
police suspicions about Cullen are
true, 1 have an idea that Paul may
have read the wrong material, be-
lieved it, and took it too seriously.

“Paul is kind of an intellectual,
in a way,” he said. “He read all the
time. He'd read everything, partic-

served ... a home for the tree and
all the girls and boys who wanted to
play under it,” she wrote.

Diforts to preserve Treaty Usk
began in earnest in the 1820s, when
the land was put up for sale by the
Caldwell family.

One member of the Texas Feder-
ation of Women's Clubs, which
helped in the effort, wrote: “MNo
massive building, no marble shaft
erected by man could ever compare

in beauty of grandeur with this na-

tural, living monument planted by
our Maker himself, and no hand
should ever cause it to be brought
low except the hand of Him who
gave it.

“This mighty cak should be a
tree of peace to all Texans and the
tender, sacred sentiments that it
arouses should inspire all
posterity.”

Poetry contests were held to
bring attention to the possible de-
mise of the tree in the 1930s, and
those who responded were no less
emotional. One woman wrote of
sleeping under the tree, and having .
a “strange spell cast,” during which
she saw a number of ghosts, includ-
ing Stephen Austin, who asked her
to save Treaty Oak.

A woman who also worked to
save Treaty Oak in the 1930s, Mary
S. Fitzgerald, wrote:

“Surely no son of Texas

Could wield the cruel stroke;

Forbid that craven hireling

Should harm that ancient oak!”

Faced with that level of emotion,
the City of Austin finally bought
Treaty Oak in 1937. The small plot
of land around the tree became a
city park, and as such was_fre-
quently used for pienics, weddings
and other ceremonies.

But the tree’s history also has
grim moments. In 1972, the oak
was the site of a grisly suicide,
when a 23-year-old University of
Texzas anthropology graduate set
fire to herself next to the tree.

The worman had studied reli-
gions and occultism, and often did
line drawings, according to pub-
tished reports. Her last drawing
was of & tree, and on the picture she
wrote a Sanskrit word that means
the peace that follows destruction
and rebirth. ‘
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W’I‘Mréaty Oak pledge

Mo Olian talks to his son about the poisoning of
Treaty Oak on Saturday as others sign get-well
cards nearby. Saturday was designated as ‘Treaty
Oak Day’ by the Austin City Council, and the tree

was the site of a ceremony In which Austinites
signed a pledge of support for the alling tree. The
truck Is vacuuming up water and poisoned soll
washed from. the roots of the tree. .

B
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| Austm asked

to sign pledge
for Treaty Oak

Baylor Street in front of
Treaty Oak will be closed to-
giay from 10 a.m. to noon dur-
ing a ceremony in which
Austinites will be invited to
sign a pledge of support for the
ailing tree and a promise to
protect the city’s natural
heritage.

The “Treaty Oak Pledge”
and the signatures collected
will be displayed at the botani-
cal garden in Zilker Park, or-
ganizers said.

The Texas Botanical Gar-
den Society, which is sponsor-
ing the event, also will give
away several hundred seedling
trees to people who agree to
plant them in their yards as a
symbol of their commitment,.
Also, information will be avail-

_ able about native Texas trees

and tips for growing trees in
Austin.

Several Austin singers and
songwriters — including David
Halley, Michael Ketchum and
Lee Ann Atherton — are
scheduled to perform at the
ceremony.

The Austin City Council has k

designated today as “Treaty
Oak Day,” and the Parks and
Recreation Department has
established a Treaty Ouak Fund
for donations to support the
planting of trees along MoPac
Boulevard (Loop 1) by the
Tezas  Botanical Carden
Society.

Donations to the fund may
be sent to Office of the Direc-
tor, Parks and Recreation De-
P.O. Box 1088,
Austin 78767-1088.

Treaty Oak rox

into the tree.

Treaty Oak has been fighting for
its life since at least March, and has
already gone through two set of
leaves in an effort to reject the poi-
son. Experts had hoped the third
flush, now being produced, could
survive,

A suspect in the attack, Paul
Stedman Cullen, 45, of Elroy in
southeast Travis County, was ar-
rested Thursday and charged with
felony criminal mischief. He re-
mained in jail Friday night.

Giedraitis said results also show
there is “still a tremendous amount

of herbicide in the soil” arcund.

Treaty Oak.

The results from tests on the
leaves showed about 30 percent less
Velpar than was found in the sec-
ond flush, “but still very, very sig-
nificant levels,” he said.

“Tt doesn’t look good for this
third set/lof leaves,” he said, “If
they’re going to survive, we should
know within the next couple of
weeks. ‘

“We should probably be plan-
ning on trying to save the fourth
flush,” Giedraitis said.

Additional soil samples are going
to be teken today, from depths of
up to four feet, and high-pressure
water jsts will be used to clear out

. contaminated soil, he said.

Giedraitis  said  that James
Miller, the Auburn expert, sstimat-
ed that 10 cunces of Velpar, about a
soft drink bottle full, could have
killed the tree. Although there are
no estimates of the amount used in
the attack, officials fear that a gal-
lon — 128 ounces — was used, be-
cause Velpar is sold in one-gallon

containers.

Giedraitis  said that while
workers clean soil from around the
roots and replace it with clean soil
and chemical-eating microbes, a
misting project to put donated
spring water onto Treaty Oak’s
leaves every day will continue.

The soil around the tree also is
being kept moist in an effort to pull
as much Velpar into the third set of
leaves before the leaves fall off, a

_ process Giedraitis said made “this
third set a sacrifice set.”

Next week, Austin electric
workers are going to place a dozen
85-foot telephone poles in the small
park around the tree. Shade
screens will be draped between the
poles to reduce the amount, of sun-
light reaching Treaty Oak in order
to reduce the heat stress on the
tree.

Giedraitis said that if the tree
puts out a fourth flush of leaves, it
may be it8 last, Each flush reduces
the tree’s energy reserves, and if a
healthy flush is not produced,
Treaty Oak will die.

It is not certain how many
flushes Treaty Oak could produce,
but Giedraitis said, “They've told
me four or five on a live oak, so four
is getting near the end.”

The forester also said that esti-
mates by experts who have seen
Treaty Oak are that the tree iz sev-
eral hundred vears vounger than
the 800-vear estimated age that iz
on a plague in the park.

Giedraitis called 600 years “‘the
chamber of commerce age” for
Treaty Oak, but said the experts
estimated its age at 400 years, give
or take a century.
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