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rOOtS ' Cut are found to be heavily laced with

Velpar, he added. -

By Scott W. Wright © “This is considered a radical
American-Statesman Staff technique,” Giedraitis said. “But
o we know of some live oaks that
City workers used a chain- have lost 50 percent of their roots
saw to sever five of Treaty and not undergone much stress be-
Oak’s poison-laden roots and | Lause of it.
injected another 40 gallons of - “Tree roots get cut every day
sugared water into its base *when new sidewalks or roads are
Tuesday to help the centu- put in,” he added.
ries-old tree survive the win- Legend has it that Stephen F.
ter. Austin signed a treaty with the In-
. Austin City Forester John dians at Treaty Oak, located on
Giedraitis said the five roots, Baylor Street between West Fifth
which were about 3 feet un- and West Sixth streets. The land-
" derground and about 4 inches mark tree has drawn national at-
in diameter, were on Treaty tention since the poisoning became
Qak’s east side, near the spot known in June.
where the powerful herbicide Paul Stedman Cullen, 45, of El-
Velpar was poured. _roy was arrested June 29 and ac-
“It’s a little like a patient ‘cused of dousing the ground with
with gangrene,” Giedraitis “poison in what officials believe was
said. “Sometimes you have to “a ritual act. Cullen remains in the
lose a finger to save the body. - , Travis County jail awaiting trial.
It was one of the few options . The nounshmg sugar-water so-
left to us. We have to try and ‘lution injected into Treaty Oak
neutralize the poison.” Tuesday was the second such treat-
Test results have revealed ment in the past two months in an
that the five roots, which ongomg effort to restore the histor-
comprxse about 5 percent of "ic tree’s depleted energy reserves.
the tree’s root system, had " Two pounds of scientific-grade
the highest concentration of sucrose were pumped at low pres-
the deadly chemical and were wsure into 18 holes drilled at the
passing it to the tree, he said. “tree’s base — about half the
Another round of results =amount used in September, Gie-
from tissue samples is due in »draitis said.
the next several weeks, and = Previously, experts had forced 2
experts might recommend - saltwater sclution into the tree to
that more rpots be cut if they 7 iry to counteract the poison, which

has caused the tree to shed five sets
of leaves since March.

Giedraitis said the level of Vel
Ypar in the tree is still dangerously

high snd experts have said they
+probably won't know until spring
+whether the tree. will survwe zts
tbout with the herbicide. - i

See Trealy, Bi2

rwE e

‘dormant,” Gledraitis said, “This §
‘just that last little bit to help it get
through the winter so that m,,
March it will have the energy to

push new leaves cut. It's like giving
the tese a Snickers candy bar for
Halloween.?




& -~

;
‘; Poet’s Beat
Bill Oliver Plays And Sings,

;‘ But Environment Is No Joke
i =

four lean hounds crouched
low and smiling
the merry deer ran before
- e.e Cummings

I met with Bill Oliver one
i cloudy afternoon under Treaty Oak
{ and in no time [ was an enthralled
+ fan, laughing out loud and dream-
ing of being a woubadour. He
regaled me with one marvelous
story after the other,

Bill is a singer/ songwriter/
! storyieller/ rambler/ activist whose
; easy charm and quick wit has
. entertained thousands of school-
{ children, loggers, uappers, tour-
ists, and politicians from Alaska
to South of the Border, from the
City Hall of Austdn o the airwaves
of Good Morning America. And
while he skewers politicians and
other smug special interest cul-
tures, while still managing to make
them laugh, we’re not tatking about
Bob Hope here. Behind ail the
easy banter, Bill's deep-seatad
respect and concern for the plight
of Mother Earth informs his audi-
ences that the state of the planet is
no joke, and i fact is of a conse-

quence we can no longer afford w0
1gROTe.

Bill was bom on 3 nver, SL

Louis, w be exact, and raised on @

bayou, in Houston, 50 when he got

tred of pushing a camera around,

of going to school, he thought it

was perfectly nawsal for him and

2 buddy w0 go rafting down the

fﬁvubadbu

i T

r For Trees

v u -
Bill Oliver

Richard
Lance
Williams

Mississippi River playing guitars
and singing songs. Unfortunately
this was in the late 60s and rafting
didn’t guarantee deferment so
when he and his buddy hit the end
of the river they were promptly
drafted and Bil! was sent o Viet-
nam.
“My guardian angels were
looking after me because I became
asinging foodinspector,” Bill says
with the proper sense of bemused
amazement. “They saw [ had some
experience in broadcasting and that
I was a-singer, so they made me a
food inspector. Luckily after a
while I was able 10 write my own
ticket in special services and wound
up taveling and performing all
over Vietnam. [ saw some pretty
bad steff, but it was better than
being in the rear. That's where the
real drug use occurred. The wait-
ing would drive you crazy.”
When Bill gotoutof the Army
he took up his rambling again, but
he managed 10 get magried and
have a son named Casey (who
lives with Bill in Hyde Park and
keeps him husding for those gigs
despite Bill's admiued lack of
intarest in the business end of show
See POET'S Page 3
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Poet’s
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Continued from Page 1

business, and yes, he makes his living
atthis). He landed in Austin at ACC
on the GI bill and took a class in
biology where the professor pointed
out that there would be no need for
ecology study if we weren't so heil-
bent on dominating the landscape.
Bill's musical talents had found the
object and vehicle worthy of his pas-
sion.

“You know,” he says, groping
for woreds for the first time in our
conversation, “it's not just that we
can benefit from conservation, that
we can get more 2 x 43 or prevent soil
erosion. That's basic common sense,
the actof notcommitting suicide. 16"
and he pauses again, looking up at the
Treaty Ozk in silent awe, in deep,
somowful respect, “the vast wilder-
ness of the West, the earth is worthy
to exist of itself. It doesn'thave o do
anything. We just have to icarn to
leave it be.” And then he laughs
again.

“It’'s not to say that I don’t use
paper products, and 1 eat judt about
anything. I'm just & white middie
class dude who likes 10 sing 0 mixed
cultures about how they can enjoy

t e ing na-

ture o human nature. | am a Big
Wind, and there are many Big Winds,
though notall of us will admit it. [ am
a Big Wind,” he continues, “who
likes to use his energy o address
sharing opinions and points of view
with other Big Winds.”

He laughs again and launches
into another story about the 20th
anniversary of the Mississippi River
trip, this one to Alaska, and how his

" partner Glen Waideck, the Big Juan,

donned 2 Mongolisn war helret and

© humorously terrorized waitresses and
" other workers who needed a fitde

light in their lives. He tells of con-
froating miners and fur trappers and

then partying all night with them; of
geting Max Nofziger and Robert
Bamnstone 1 sing back-up vocals on
one of his songs.

Bill has a way with entertaining
people into their gentler selves. His
words and music engage us as hu-
mans and help us believe thatone day
we can really live in harmony and
peace with ourselves and with our
Mother Earth.

Long may his wind blow across
this blue jewel we call home.

Following is an excerpt from his
“Hard Time for Oaks.”

In Austin there sits alone in a park

A lonely live oak the legends have
marked

For six centuries in the shade of
these branches

Indian chants and frontier dances

Proudest of all are the legends that
claim

This is the site of treaties that give
i1 its name

1 seems out of place surrounded by
town

And it must be strange io be looking
down

On structures manmads and des-
tined 1o fall

In front of an oak that could ouslive
and outgrow them all

But destiny calls in the strangest of

ways

As foreses will fall, if' 5 the symbols
we save

But a symbol will come like a mar-
tyr o haunt us

If all that remains is the shame and
the search for the blame

Sowhat is it now that we see in this
tree

[sit the part of ourselves we want o
believe

Like words of a treafy sincerew ren

they're spoken

Before they're betrayed and the
word like the branches are bro-
ken

But trees are not reaties or sym-
bols 1o name

They're rooted in something we
can't explain

It's true we break treaties with our
Sellow man

We also wage war on the rees and
the land

Bul something inside us is trying to
be .

As worthy as oak and a 1reaty we
still can believe

So make your own peace with your
Sfavorite trees
And sendup a prayer for old Treaty
Qak
It stands for itself, it siands for our
hopes
And hope that someday inowr quest
for peace
We' Il be seeing and saving the for-
esis as well as the trees.

Bilf has some of his songs on 3l
bums. His first lbum is titled Texas
Oasis. Then there’s Betier Things 1o
Do wd a compilation that the
Audobon Society put cut for thew
school outreach program dtled
Audobon Advenres. His next al-
bum will be called /n These Anciens
Trees. You can cawch Bill at benefits
for Earth First! and other environ-
mental groups in the near future. And
he assures us there are big doings in
store for the 90's ~ “The Earth Dec-
ade!”

Richard Lance Williams con-
tributes insight and verisimilitude on
poets and their work in the Light.
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Treating the Treaty Oak

John Giedraitis
City Forester
Austin, Texas

The Treaty Oak is a living symbol of history.
Since its poisoning early this year, the heroic ef-
forts to save it have proved to be the challenge of
my career. This is an intriguing story of an historic
tree, its malicious vandalism, how the art and sci-
ence of forestry and arboriculture were applied to
tryto save it, and how this great tree’s sacrifice can
be a message for each and every one of us.

Our Chamber of Commerce estimates the
Treaty Oak to be over 600 years old. Most forest-
ers settle on about 300, but once you have seen the
majesty of this tree, it’s not hard to believe the
Chamber of Commerce. In fact, the live oaks
(Quercus virginiana) that grow in the chalky, dry
limestone soils around Austin have a peculiar
habit of root sprouting, that is, throwing up geneti-
callyidentical clones from the roots; given this, it is
possible that its current four-foot diameter, 50-
foot height, and 90-foot spread may only be the
latest sprout off of a common root system dating
back thousands of years. Whatever its age, records
show that it has had important historical associa-
tions with the residents of Texas.

Historians tell us that the Treaty Oak is the
last of a grove of fourteen trees known as the
Council Oaks. The original Texans regarded it as
a Tree-God, a temple of worship for the Coman-
ches and Tonkawa Indians. In the shade of the
oaks’ wide-spresding branches, the natives would
dance the war dances, smoke the peace

meel o

nies. M
maidens believed that a2 sau
if taken by warriors on the eve of batde, would
bring their loved ones safely back.

The Treaty Oak has also played an important

R W £, P & [ P
ceieprale feasls and rel@ous ceremo-

and magic surrounded the tre
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and romantic part in the history of the Lone Star
State. One legend has the Father of Texas, Stephen
F. Austin, signing the first boundary treaty with the
local Indians under the tree, and hence its name.
While there is little proof of this, the grove was an
accepted boundary between Whites and Reds. In
fact, in 1841, the first county judge of Austin went
past the grove in search of stray cattle and was
killed by Indians.

As the capitol of Texas developed into a bur-
geoning city, the members of the Council Qaks fell
one by one, and by the 1920s, the Treaty Qak itself
was threatened. A cry went up throughout Texas to
save the oak, because, as Mrs. W.C, Stoner-wrote
in the Texas Garden Federation News at the time,
“No massive building, no marble shaft erected by
man could ever compare to the beauty and gran-
deur of this natural, living monument planted by
our Maker himself, and no hand should cause it to
be brought low except the hand of Him who gave
it. This mighty oak should be a tree of peace to all
Texans and the tender sacred sentimentsit arouses
should inspire all posterity.” In 1922, it was added
to the American Forestry Association’s compila-
tion of famous and historic U.S, trees.

Such was public sentiment that on August 11,
1937, the Treaty Ouak was purchased from Mr. T 1.
Caldwell, a banker, rancher, and state senator. In
an area hard hit by the Depression, the cne-
quarter acre lof was purchased by the dity of Austin
with donated and public funds. The lot was sold
with the stipulation that the city could not destroy
the tree or use the land for any other purpose so
long as the tree remained alive. In recent years, as
the city has grown up around it, the tree has been
the site of picaics, weddings and other important
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personal events including this forester’s proposal
of marriage.

On March 2, Texas Independence Day, the
Treaty Oak was the last stop on a local tree
conference tour. As the bus emptied and the group
gathered under the tree, we noticed that there was
2 band of about three to four feet of dead grass
around the base of the tree. In addition, there was
what looked like a circle or arch going out from the
base of the tree on the east side. We supposed that
it was caused by a city employee’s careless applica-
tion of a chemical grass edger during routine
maintenance. However, no further thought was
given to it since these chemicals rarely damage
trees. It was not until the first of June when a
woman who works nearby the tree called the city
forester’s office after noticing some brown leaves.

The first report was that the tree was showing
signs of oak wilt, a fungal relative ofthe Dutch elm
disease that has destroyed more than 10,000 oaks
in Austin over the past two decades. When we
investigated, however, we found leaf symptoms
more typical of chemical injury than discase. We
moved quickly and asked our State Department of
Agriculture and Texas A&M University for assis-
tance. Soil samples were taken and within several
days we had excavated sixto eight inches deep and
injected both activated charcoal to bind the chemi-
cal, and active microbes todigest it. We then waited
1o see what would happen. A few days later the
analysis came back from the laboratory. We were
startled to learn that Velpar, an herbicide made by
the DuPont Corporation in LaPorte, Texas, had
been used. We had assumed that a chemical had
been applied accidentally, but if it was Velpar
(hexazinone), it was 0o accident, and we were
faced with the first recorded intentional poisoning
of an historic tree.

Velpar is used commercially by the pulp and
paper industry to clear land of undesirable species,
including naks, when they grow among pines being
raised for pulp. Pines are tolerant of Velpar whereas
most other species are not. It is used locally in our
Central Texas area by ranchers to control mes-
quite and other brush on rangeland. The discovery
that Velpar had been used could only mean that
someone had tried to kill the Treaty Oak. But who
and why?

An investigation was started by the Austin
Police Department. Soon after, DuPoat responded

“ tothe misapplication of their product by offeringa -

$10,000 reward. The Texas Forestry Assodation

~upped this by another $1,000. By the end of June, -

Paul Stedman Cullen, a 46-year-old unemployed
feedstore worker, had been arrested. Reports say
that an informer told police that both he and
Cullen had driven around Austin looking for atree
to poison. News reports also say that it was done to
rob the spirit of the tree as part of a ritual to protect
awoman from another man. He has been charged
with criminal mischief by causing damage of more
than $20,000 and a second degree felony punish-
able by two to 20 years in prison and a fine up to
$10,000. However, his previous record of twice
being imprisoned for burglary could enhance the
crime to a first degree felony. If the jury agrees and
he is convicted, the maximum punishment could
be life in prison. Today, he remains in custody
unable to raise a $20,000 bond.

The label for Velpar suggests that for best
control the chemical should be spot sprayed at the
base of the tree. For the Treaty Oak, a lethal dose
would have been about five ounces. We assume
that some portion or all of a one gallon container
was used. This would be roughly 25 times the
amount needed to kill the tree. We also estimate
that the poisoning occurred sometime in early
February or before. If that is true, then the tree had
remained in highly contaminated soil for some
four or five months before symptoms were noticed
on the leaves.

Moisture is required to activate Velpar in the
soil. Tt is drawn into the plant with water and
transported to the leaves, where itis concentrated
as water evaporates. It acts by blocking a key step
in photosynthesis thereby preventing the tree from
manufacturing food. As the leaf becomes more
and more contaminated, it turns brown and is shed
by the tree. The tree responds by pushing out new
leaves that, in turn, are also contaminated by the
poison and are lost. This cycle continues until the
iree has used up all of its energy reserves and

when the fres

cannot produce more leaves. This s whea the tree
dies.

Live oaks in Austin can put on more than one
set or flush of leaves each year. In fact, after the
annual shedding of leaves this past spring, many
live oaks put on two {lushes. When we first noticed
the leaf symptoms in early June, less than 40
percent of the first flush was damaged and the
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second flush was still healthy. Several weeks later,
however, much of the first flush had browned and
fallen, and the second set was starting to show
symptoms. We knew then that our initial excava-
tion and injection treatment had not been success-
ful.

When we saw the second set of leaves becom-
ing symptomatic, we decided to expand the treat-
ments and call in additional experts to help us. It
was then, just like in an old-time western movie,
the calvary came over the hill to save the day. In
our case, it was Mr. H. Ross Perot, a Texas
industralist and billionaire who let us know that
whatever it cost, bowever long it took, he would
support our efforts to save this icon of Texas
history. After several days of phone calls, we brought
together the Treaty Oak Task Foree, a group of 22
Ph.D.’s and practitioners from around the coun-
try. For one day, they reviewed what was known
about Velpar, what treatments had been done to
date, and discussed possible treatment alterna-
tives. When they were gone, we were left to imple-
ment their recommendations.

The experts all basically agreed on three points.
First, lower the stress on the tree so that the tree
could right the effects of the chemical without
dealing with the heat of summer. Second, collect
more data to find out how much poison was in the
soil and how much was in the tree. Third, remove
the contamination from the soil and the tree. One-
two-three, save the tree. There was only one small
detail. While tens of millions of dollars had been
spent to bring Velpar tomarket for its intended use
of controlling trees, no one had ever tried to save
atree that had been treated. We were in uncharted
territory without a guide.

Reducing stress, our first treatment goal, was
easy to talk about but difficult to do. How do you
create an open-air intensive-care unit to keep a 50-
foot patient cool in a climate where there are more
than 100 days a year over 90°F? The answer was
water and shade, First, we installed an “irrigation
system in the sky.” From large taoks placed in a
oarking lot next to the park we pumped Texas
spring water that had been donated and delivered
free. The water was pumped through a three-inch
line by an eiectric pump to the tree, where it split
up into smaller lines that crisscrossed the tree’s
three main branches ending in sprinkler heads
above the crown. During July and August, we

pumped nearly 1,500 gailons a day. We used an
automatic timer to pump every half-hour for 60 to
90 seconds during the heat of the day. The goal was
to cool the crown and not wet the ground.

We also installed a series of screens around
the east, south, and west sides of the tree to lower
heat stress. The city-owned Electric Utility De-
partment bored 12, 10-foot deep holes every 20
feet and dropped in 70-foot wooden poles. They
cabled the tips together and added three lightning
rods. Along the side of each pole, they ran a steel
cable from eight feet off the ground to 55 feetinthe
air. To this were attached the screen panels made
of plastic-coated nylon screening, similar to what
is used on tennis court fences. Aircraft cable was
sewn into the edges ot ihe panels for strength. The
entire panel was joined to the cable on the pole and
to the panel above and below by clips resembling
rock-climbing carabiners that could be closed and
locked shut. Each screen was made up of five
panels connected together. To the top of each
screen a rope was attached so that the screens
could be raised and lowered through a pulley at the
top of the pole. When the screens were up and the
sprinklers were on, it could be ten to fifteen de-
grees cooler under the tree.

Other measures taken to reduce stress in-
cluded fertilization and aeration. We have fertil-
ized both by spraying the foliage and injecting the
soil. A dilute solution of one-tenth strength Rapid-
Gro fertilizer was used several times to try to
replace nutrients lost as a result of successive leaf
falls. We also aerated to reduce compaction under
the tree and promote better air exchange in the
soil. Since the eatire park is filled with roots, we
marked out a grid of painted dots on a three-by-
three-foot spacing and augered a three-inch di-
ameter hole, 24 inches deep at each dot. We
removed the original soil and added a light tex-
tured back-fill mix of sand, peat, bark and soil
microbes. A golf course aerator was also used
several times to help lessen the impact of the
workers’ heels as the treatments were being done.

Our second goal was to find out how much
poison was in the soil and how much was in the
tree. Immediately after the Task Force meeting,
we used a soil auger to sample to four foot deep at
various locations around the tree. The results from
the laboratory showed that there was Velpar at
lethal concentrations down to three feet. With this
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information, we completely removed the soil around
the base of the tree. The samples of root, trunk,
twig, and leaf tissues, taken over a four-month
period, have shown only a small drop in Velpar
concentration within the tree. This high level of
poison, despite the removal of contaminated soil
and the shedding of contaminated leaves, has not
been encouraging. To date, over $25,000 of the
$100,000 spent to save the tree has been spent to
process soil and tissue samples.

Removing the contamination, our third treat-
ment goal, has called for some novel approaches
because it was generally felt that flooding to re-
move the contamination would activate the Velpar
and worsen the situation. We began by re-excavat-
ing our initial treatment area and hand-digging to
adepth of two feet and eight to 15 feet out from the
trunk. Two feet down, we started to hit a mat of
smaller roots that made digging time-consuming
and difficult to do without serious damage to the
roots. To solve this, we called in a pumper-truck
crew from the Austin Fire Department. They
connected to a fire hydrant and laid out several
high volume, low pressure lines for our workers to
sluice away the last foot of soil. We then sucked up
the mud slurryinto a vacuum truck ordinarily used
by our Public Works Department to clean out
storm sewers. The slurry was then pumped into a
tanker truck, treated with activated charcoal, and
disposed of at a city waste-water treatment plant.
At 36 inches, the fertile dark soil around the tree
gave wayto a sandy bottom, a probable reason why
very little of the water soluble Velpar was found at
deeper levels.

By the middle of July, the third set of leaves
was damaged and the fourth set was ready tobreak
bud to replace them. There was a general consen-
sus among the Task Force that the levels of Velpar
were still toxic and it was time to neutralize or flush
the poison from the tree. Given the chemical
nature of Velpar, averystrong acid or a verystrong
base would have beenneeded 1o change its chemi-
cal makeup and neutralize it; either one of these
would have killed the tree. The other approach, to
{lush the poison, seemed to hold more promise.
The idea was to push the weakly charged Velpar
out of the xylem cell walls, and into the fourth set
of leaves, by displacing it with another ion--in this
case, potassium from a dilute solution of potas-
sium chloride salt. About 35 gallons were injected
into the root flare. Several three-gallon garden

sprayers filled with the solution were pumped to 20
pounds of pressure and connected to a harness of

‘tubes and T-shaped injectors adapted from Elm

Research Institute equipment. The oak took less
than three hours to take up the solution. While leaf
samples taken immediately before and after the
mjection showed that a significant amount of Velpar
was pushed to the leaves, subsequent tissue samples
still showed very high levels within the tree. Our
attempt to flush out the poison had been only
partially successful.

About one month later, in the beginning of
September, most of the fourth set of leaves were
brown and falling, and the fifth set was beginning
to push out. Members of the Task Force, who were
familiar with the effects of Velpar on oaks, had
told us early on that oaks generally go through five
or six sets of leaves until running out of energy. We
knew that there was still toxin inside the tree and
that its energy reserves were running low. We
reasoned that if we could replace some energy
while the tree still had leaves, the tree would be
better able to overcome the poison by either neu-
tralizing it by some unknown enzymatic action
over the winter or by physically shedding the
poison with each successive set of leaves. We
decided to inject “tree food” into the tree.

We were nowinto anew fourth phase of treat-
ment and one that had very little support from
research. After checking with tree physiologists
from around the country, we determined that a
dilute solution of sucrose injected into the tree
would probably not damage it. However, very few
researchers thought that it would be of much
benefit either. Using the salt injection technique,
but slightly higher up on the trunk, we injected
about eight pounds of sugar in 65 gallons of dis-
tilled water; a fungicide was also added to check
any microbial growth. In all, it took about 32 hours
to complete the infusion. The benefits, if any, of
this injection, will probably never be known.

The current outlook for the Treaty Oak is
guarded. When we analyzed wood samples taken
from the drill bit used for the sugar injection, we
found that there were still extremely high levels of
Velpar in the tree. Today we remain cautiously
optimistic. As the tree goes dormant this winter,
we will be waiting until this spring’s new leaves (o
see if the Treaty Oak will survive.

Couldthe Treaty Oak die? A tree that has sur-
vived centuries of searing summers, dusty drought,

¢
¢
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-and whistling winds seems immortal to us--a sym-

bol of strength and permanence in an age of
increasing vulnerability and change. When it be-
came clear that our effortsto help the tree rid itself
of the poison were not as successful as we had
wished, we started to hope for the best but plan for
the worst. In the past month, we have taken over
500 twig cuttings and 50 root cuttings. Our goal
now is not only to save the existing tree in the park,
but to preserve the Treaty Oak by replication.

1f it is possible to grow a new Treaty Oak from
a cutting, it may also be possible to tissue culture,
or clone, this tree. There is the potential to create
hundreds of thousands of Treaty Oaks. In fact,
corporate sponsors have already lined up to fund
this effort, and commercial nurseries are being
contacted to see if they are interested in a license
to grow and market Treaty Oaks. It maybe that, in
the not-too-distant future, you will be able togo to
your local nursery and purchase a Treaty Oak for
planting in your front yard.

It is comforting to believe that this majestic
tree will survive. With all of its worldwide fame, the
Treaty Oak has truly become a symbol of our time.
Its poisoning begs us to consider not only the
reality of its desperate plight but also the larger
truths it represents. Just as many cultures have
held the tree to be a symbol of knowledge and life,

we today are being asked to believe in the tree once
again; to believe that billions of new trees will give
us Global Releaf. But tree planting is also a
symbol of a larger truth. While there are many
symbolic and practical reasons for tree planting,
perhaps the best is that it reminds us that we are
part of the world. It reminds us that each of us must
change our own prodigal behavior to stop the
poisoning and begin to repair the damage to the
thin skin of life covering the planet we call home.
In conclusion, I would like to extend thanks to
all those who have given support to our efforts to
save the tree: to Mr. Perot for his finandial support,
our mayor, Lee Cooke, and council, and especially
council member George Humphrey for his leader-
ship with our Austin ReLeaf efforts; to the dedi-
cated scientists both corporate, government, and
private who unselfishly gave us both their time and
expertise, especially Dr. Arthur Costonis of Sys-
temics Incorporated, Dr. David Appel of Texas
A&M University, Dr. Jerry Brand of the Univer-
sity of Texas, and Dr. Thomas Perry of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina; to the dozens of city work-
ers who patiently met every demand put on them;
and lastly, to the tens of thousands of well wishers
from around the globe. I have been moved by their
outpouring of love, sympathy, and compassion.
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Two needed to speak the truth

A recent event in Texas history
seems reminiscent to me of the old
Twilight Zone series. Picture this: a
man going on a journey to Texas,
where, in his words, “Maybe I can
get more of what [ think ... life ...
should provide . .. to people that go
around without stealing and are
harmless.” Once there, he finds he
loves the state, with “the big old
trees around here that spread out
across the streets and the old houses
that look like mid-19th century
plantations.”

The man settles in Austin, doing
handyman and construction work,
enjoying his philosophy that money
is not important and life is to be
lived one day at a time (Yes, he is a
product of the ’60s). He has a brush
with the law, and serves probation
until he cannot get work. He is,
therefore, in violation of probation
and serves time in jail. Afterward, he
goes on with life, living in a convert-
ed trailer on a friend’s property, do-
ing work for the poor or elderly at
cost, finding jobs where he can, and
generally being “just satisfied.”

One day he stops to offer assis-
tance to two trucks apparently in
trouble by the side of the road. His
offer is refused, and he understands
why when a few hours later these
same gentlemen slap handcuffs on
him, impound his truck for a month,
search his trailer and friend’s busi-
ness without a proper search war-
rant, leave his dog to run loose and
put him in jail for poisoning a tree.

What then is even more bizarre are
claims in the media that he was a
member of a “cult” and was casting
“speils,” and sven more strange to
those who know him, that he was &
member of the Aryan Brotherhood,
The most seditious bool er; fro
his trailer was Arthur O Clarke’s
book The Nine Billion ] 2s of !
Paul sits in a cell and his family may

not even send him the books he did
read — the poetry of Coleridge,
books on physics. Bail is set at

$20,000 for the alleged tree-poisoner.

People talk of lynching or making
him drink Velpar. The same people
who accuse him of “black magic” find
nothing strange in a psychic’s saying
the tree had been human in another
lifetime, or people leaving talismans.
Media allude to a tape of whose con-
tents are not released even to defense
attorneys, and one expects Rod Serl-

.ing to step in at any moment and

proclaim this to be fiction.

But it is not. My brother, Paul
Stedman Cullen, is a gentle man who
never wantonly harmed a tree, stray
dog or human being in his life, but he
has been in jail three months. A trial
date has yet to be set. The trailer
was repossessed, his truck kept for a
month until impoundment fees to-
taled $175, his dog left to the mercy
of friends, his family and friends ha-
rassed by reporters, and, most of all,
his character assassinated by such ar-
ticles as Stephen Harrigan’s in Texas
Monthly, where he is already judged
to be “a hippie who had gone over to
the dark side.” Rod Serling, where
are you? Even the person or persons
who are guilty of this crime surely
would not deserve the hysterics and
hatred that seem beyond reason in
this case.

Paul Stedman Cullen did not live
the great American Dream of two
cars and two children in the suburbs.
He is — or was — a free spirit who
ie 88 much a victim of this crime as
the tree itself. Let him be innocent
until proven guilty, let him have his
day in court, and let us, as Texans,
remermber that in the words of Henry
David Thoreau, “It takes two o

gpeak the truth — one to speak, and
another to hear.” Thank vou for
listening.

ELIZABETH CULLEN LOVE

g Plano
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SAVING
THE OAKS

Poetry saved the Treaty Oak
from certain destruction once

and maybe it will do it again.

Some 60, 70 years ago, Mrs. Walter Cald-
well, then owner of the land on which the
Treaty Oak stands, decided that she was get-
ting up in years, and began worrying about the
eventual fate of her wondrous tree. Although
over time it had become a legend, Mrs.
Caldwell feared that some day it would be
chopped down to make way {or commercial
development. Hoping that some sort of official
notoriety would ensure its safety and perhaps
would interest the city of Austin or the state of
Texas enough to buy it, in 1920 she wrote the
American Forestry Association about the
Treaty Oak, and two years later they respond-
ed, telling her that it had been added to the
Tree Hall of Fame. Unfortunately neither the
city nor the state was very impressed.

In 1925, a writer from The Dalias Morning
News heard of Mrs. Caldwell’s predicament
and wrote about the tree’s possible demise.
The article affected people all over the state,
but it especially moved one Tyler housewife,
Mary S. Fitzgerald. An amateur scribe in her
spare time, Mrs. Fitzgerald took to the pen and
wrote a poem about the famous tree. Shortly
after, she found a publisher — Estil Alexander
Townsend, a small town Oklahoma preacher
and educator, who printed a nationally known
journal, The Poer’s Scroll, by hand with his
son out of their backyard; the poem ran in the
summer of 1926. Fitzgerald also convinced
Townsend to sponsor a poetry contest with a
$10 first prize, 1o arouse Texans’ sense of
patniotic duty in the Treaty Qak. The follow-
ing spring the entries filled an entire issue of
The Scroll.

In the meantime, Fitzgerald got two of her
poet friends, Ethel Osborn Hill of Port Arthur
and Mary Kate Hunter of Palestine, 1o help
save the tree, and by 1927, rhe iric had con-
vinced the Texas Federation of Women's
Clubs to make the Treaty Oak their number
one priority Although it took 10 vears of hard
lobbying (and alas, Mrs. Galdwell didn’t live to
see the day), the city of Austin finally pur-
chased the Treaty Oak in 1937 for $1,000, one-

sixth the price Mrs. Caldwell had been told the
land was worth. (As a postscript to the story,
not only was the tree saved, but Fitzgerald,
Hill and Hunter went on to have semi-

professional writing careers.)
-~

The Austin Chronicle October 13, 1989

Three years ago, people living near Stacy
Park in South Austin formed Save QOur Oaks,
inc., and held the first Live Oak Festival to
raise money and increase public awareness of
oak wilt, a deadly disease that was not only
striking down trees in their neighborhood but
live oaks all over town. Organizers were
pleased with the results (they raised more
money than they expected; and have been go-
ing strong ever since. Bu: the battle is far from
over. An incurable disease, oak wilt is hard to
fight because it spreads from one tree’s root
system to another.

This year’s event, to be held Oct. 13-15, is
dedicated to the grande dame herself, the Trea-
ty Oak. Although not a victim of oak wilt, the
Treaty Oak is facing an even more threatening
peril, and unlike any tree in the country, she
has increased public awareness about the
fragility and mortality of trees, something
which until recently a lot of people have taken
for granted. ' ’

The festival begins with a Friday the 13th
street dance at Spm at the Magnolia Cafe (1920
S. Congress), and will spread to merchants up |
and down S. Congress, including Cen-Tex . %7
Nissan (1400 S. Congress) and the Continental .~
Club (1315 S. Congress). On Saturday the |
14th, the festival moves to Stacy Park, where ! i i
artisans and the like will sell their wares begin- J "”f"’/{"?”"

‘ning at”10am. At 1:30pm, Councilmember °
Max Nofziger will kick off a series of organ- F E s 'I' I v A I.
ized events by announcing the winners of essay ;

and poetry contests. The essay contesGxwhich - —
was open to Travis High School students, has = Ocz 77 & 75 19889 OlacyPurk
the theme ‘‘Free Speech. in- Austin,™ mq is 3 On Sunday the 15th, from 2-6pm, visitors
s;;olx;so?ed ‘b)r;;lhflé?;zl i?;p§¥hzf;§:¢§02§;y§Will have the opportunity to f(uour scl;jme of
ey CON™* Travis Heights’ more magnificent homes.
e ‘Y““ both elememgr y“studem a”?‘ adult ]%ckets arcg;s and are available Saz‘urday at
calcgorlci, have the topic ‘‘Trees, the Fu[mtc{’Stacy Park and Sunday at thg Aust‘m Opera
an_d Me,’”” and 2 sponsored by The A;‘;“," ! House (200 Academy). The festival will b<': con-
{:/['gh[ ;’_"td th;ﬁf:g;g:g:;e';:::tr:n(;ggerno;: cluded with the Art for the (igks grtfucfugn at
ary ritzger e : ive Oak), foliow-
the ;]ftemf)on will be filled wit? emertgigmem i ::; S!";Qse: oﬁ?”;y ;zooifjﬂpm ceeds )from al.
’ i i ap, and Beto
E{)SE ?al};ra;fsoqll‘;sér:::itlllna?st bepstuff for thi ! events peneﬁt dSz;‘vT Our Oahk: ’[,l:;‘:, so get OU-L
kid Il as the following events: ;and enjoy, and help save i ’

125. as we Debate: *“How \%/e]l Are the Austin ' Special thanks to Beverly Russell of the Buck-
New;'(s)oh?lr:d’ia éoieer.ing the News?"’ by members .ley Library in Poteau, Oklahoma for her heip.
of the Travis High School Debate Team.

2:30pm, Debate: **The Airport: The En-
vironmental Impacts of Manor vs. Mueller,”
by Susan Garry, Manor Area Neighborhood
Organization, and Alice Embree, Citizens for
Airport Relocation.

3:00pm: Winners of Essay and Poetry con-
rests will read winming entries.

3:30pm. Debate: “‘Energy: Should Ausun be
in the Energy Business?”" by Counciimember
Robert Barnsione and Ken Altes, Resource
Management Commission.

4:00pm, Debate: ‘“The Quter Loop: Should
We Build 1t?’" by Howard Chaikin, Oak Hill
Business and Professional Association, and Bert
Cromak, Save the Barton Creek Association.

4:30pm, Open Microphone.

Also on-hand for the day’s festivities will be
lake Pickle, Lena Guerrero, Mavor Lee Cooke,

mernbers of the Aoy council, and others.
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Our wonderful, grand Treaty Oak

Cruel and unusual punishment for tree-death

I'm willing to grant that the Treaty Oak was
a beautiful tree. Its verdure was one of this city's
most awesome sights. It's very likely that one of
this state's first treaties was signed under its
branches. The tree has been around for centuries.
Its proud limbs provided shade for almost an entire
city block, until a crazed, ill man put an end to it all.
Certainly it was a sad occasion. A real neat (ree got
its innards fried, but let us try to put it into proper
perspective.

-On June 29, 1989, a man by the name of
Paul Stedman Cullen, 45, was jailed on a charge of
felony criminal mischief in connection with the
poisoning of the Treaty Oak. Well, that seems fair.
After all, he did break the law. Here is the juicy
part. Mr, Cullen's bail has been set at $20,000.
For some reason, that seems a bit steep to me. It's
to0 bad that Judge Bob Perkins doesn't see it that
way. Just last week Judge Perkins refused to
reduce Cullen's bail to the defense's desired
$5,000. Unfortunately, Judge Perkins didn't feel
that $20,000 was an unreasonable amount,

On another branch of the tree, there is a
possible excessive jailtime to discuss. Rumors
indicate (yes, they're just rumors) that Mr. Paul
Stedman Cullen could receive a sentence of up to
life imprisonment for his cold-chlorophylled actions
against that magnificent, famous tree. Let’s sit on
this branch for a while,

;EE\»
I am bott

puzzled and concemed about the
logic behind a man being put in a prison for the

remainder of his life for killing a tree. A man is
rarely sentenced in that manner for killing a small,
helpless human baby. A man is rarely sentenced in
that manner for raping a woman. A man is rarely
sentenced in that manner for any killing unless he
has made multiple killings. It's strange, but, I
have always leamned that the punishment should fit
the crime. I also seem to remember that concept
being included in the 8th Amendment of the
Constitution. '

When it comes to the justice system, things
like this really tick me off. This time, the judge and
the general public have let their compassion take
hold of their rational. The Treaty Oak was only a
tree. It was a tree that, before "the killing,” ninety-
nine percent of the public didn't know existed. No
one is even sure that a treaty was signed under the
great Treaty Oak. Tens of thousands of dollars
have already been spent on the tree. Let us now put
away our checkbooks and again start making use
of the logic that we are going to need to survive in
the future. Let us now spend our money on causes
that will benefit those who have no time to worry
about a tree, but merely their own survival. We car
take out the problem at the root and sell it for
firewood. We can send Mr. Paul Stedman Cullen
to an institution that will help him with his
problems. We don't need another person in Texas
prisons, especially when the person reguires
treatment,

Besides, a big firewood sale could help the
economy. ;
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Staff photo by Larry Kotvoord

Releaf for Austin

Wilt Boettner and his son Matthew visit Treaty Oak during a press
conference in which City Council Member George Humphrey pro-
claimed this week Austin Releaf Week. The goal of Austin Releal is to
plant 1 million new trees in Austin by the year 2000.
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Music style proves staying power,
branches out in Treaty Oak tribute
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~ i : When: 8 tonight
t's vuppie Muzak to some, music
for people who don’t listen to Awd"‘m‘"ﬂ%r:‘:'md' Theatre i g1t st by Taylor J;”“‘;"y
Wlﬂ“ spirft smdng rea

music to others. But to its fans,
new-age music i8 an experiencs Oak, st ailing from the effects of poison.
anlike any other.

The heavily impressionistic instru-
mental music, characterized by gent-
tv flowing sural landscapes, has asa
fervent a group of followers as any
genre, It also generates an almost
equally intense backlash from fans
of other music styles. Dismissed as
pretty but pointless by its mast po-
lite critics, the meditative mood mu-
sic is frequently derided as nothing
more than musical wallpaper. Don'’t
even ask what jazz purists think
abour it.

But for all its detractors, new age
has developed into one of the most
successful music forms of the decade.
Along with rap -— a style it is diame-
trically opposed to in sound, intent
and demographics — new age is one

Information: 452-2701

of the two music genres introduced
in the 1950s. But while rap is quint-
esgential street music, it's highly un-
ixely vou'll hear new sge blasting
st i boomboxes on street corners.

New-age music, alternately am-
~ient and :nternalized, seems most
attractive 1o lsteners with personal-
.zed asgendas for it8 use. Mo#t often
1hose causes are ones that are best
enjoyed in intimate surroundings, &
situation that obscures just how
widespread the music’s popularity
has become in Austin and elsewhere.

A rare local opportunity to hear
new-age music performed live will
oceur tonight as proponents gather
in Zitker Park for a tribute to Treaty
Oak, the ailing tree off West Fifth
Street,

New-age music has only had &
me f2r a decade nut the mumic's
ecedents extend much farther.
CoRRN $VTILhesi1eY groups such as

g o l 5

Tangerine Dream and acoustic jazz
acts such as the Paul Winter Con-
sort and Oregon, which incorporated
world music into their repertoire,
provided the building blocks of the
new-age sound. The rise of the
Windham Hill record label in the
late 19708 focused the musical move-
ment, cresating its first superstar,
pianist George Winston, in the
Srocess.

Despite 18 popuiarity snd cumm-
mercial suUCCess, new-age LS Nas

Musiclans wik perform works of Fred Mitchim, ssated with the tiute, compoued for the event.

remained primarily a recorded phen-
omenon with local live performances
few and far between. Tom Bowis,
who manages the Texas Tavern on
the University of Texas campus, be-
lieves the music’s sound and sensibil-
ity make it inherently & private,
instead of public, music experience.
“It's not & nightclub-type sound. It
seemns to be more background music
‘han savihing else [ guess it would
wurkK in & very controlied concert
setting, hut most people who iike it

Treaty Osk Dancers rehioarse theilr piece, 10

. be sccompanied Dy a silds show featuring

photographs of the tree througn the years.

are using it for purposes other than
just listening. | can't imagine there's
o many peopie who would rather
#0 out to hear it st an entertainment
venue when they can just play it in
the privacy of their homes and do
the things they play it for.”

Philip Sansone, owner of Book
People at 4006 8, Lamar Blvd,, one
of the country’s largest new-age
stores, said his store stocks more
than 5,000 musical tities, half of
which are new age selections. San-
sone has watched the new-age music
movement grow and prosper, steadily
evolving into & generation-spanning
music style.

‘Thur store has Deen around since

Soe New sge, 05 |




3
)
?
3
3
?
)
»

WU

13U

v/

Wide World Pholos

A giant banner sums up the flood of sentiments pouring in fr

om well-wishers.

-5,

The poisoning of Austin’s landmark live oak has the
nation outraged—and sending get-well cards.

ree lovers evervwhere are
keeping their fingers
crossed as an ancient live
oak battles for its life. Since
June, television and news
media have been flocking to Austin,
Texas, to chronicle the poignant story
of the Treary Qak, a venerable hve oak
lsted n the American Fores :

stwn’s compilation of famous and hiss

care U3 trees. The nak, long heioved
by the citizens of Austin. is nghting for
life after being intentionally poisoned
with a potent herbicide.

For close to five centuries, the Treaty
Qak has stood near the east bank of

the Colorado River. Jt has withstood

By NORAH DEAKIN DAVIS

floods, droughts, insects, and scorch-
ing heat, not to mention 20th-century
air pollution. Even before Coronado
and De Soto arrived, the Indians wove
legends about the free’s powers, and
in the centuries that followed it stood
ac a silent sentnel to much of the his-
torv of Texas.

With pranches spanmng 127 feet
i his splendid live oak
iy nas sheitered gen

horizontallyv, ¢
(Quercus v
erations of Austin picnickers, and tits
branches have lured countless

Norah Deakin Davis has joined our staff as
AMERICAN FORESTS' new Managing
Editor.

ARERICAN ~ORER T9NY

numbers of voung climbers. Its
gnarled trunk has witnessed many a
young man proposing to his future
bride, and more times than the citizens
of Austin can remember, it has stood
as a living symbol of permanence as
clergvmen performed wedding cere-
monies beneath 1ts spreading canopy.

Sut last lune the ailing tree lost its
paves, put ouf a new sef within a few
davs, and then lost those As it grew
still @ third set, tree doctors from a-
round the country flew to the patient’s
bedside. With its trunk wrapped in
plastic like a bandage, the tree’s prog:
nosts looked grim.

The New York Times ran a front-page
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storv, USA Today and the Washington

+Post published lengthy accounts of the

tragedy, and Barbara Walters aired a
“Good Morning America” segment,
Thousands of Texans and well-wishers
from as far awav as Australia and the
Philippines poured in to wish the live
oak a speedy recovery. Some brought
flowers, others offered get-well cards
and even cans of chicken soup, New
Agers linked hands and chanted earth
songs. Some were angry. Many wept,

This was not the first time Texans
had rallied to save the Treaty Oak. In
1937 the elderly landowner who had
preserved the tree for years on its
small piece of land in the heart of Aus-
tin found it necessary to offer the plot
for sale. The historic live oak was in
danger of being removed in the name
of progress. Schoolchildren and
Campfire Girls held poetry contests to
raise money to help the city purchase
the land and establish a small park.

The tree has deep roots in Texas
lore. Legend has it that pioneer Ste-
phen F. Austin, who founded the ear-
liest English-speaking settlements in
Texas, closed the first boundary-line
pact with the Indians beneath its
shade. That story is as persistent as
another that holds that the landmark
tree was once named the most perfect
specimen of a live oak in North Amer-
ica. “In reality,” savs Citv Forester
John Giedraitis, “there arc older and
bigger live oaks in the state.” He
quickly adds, “But none more beauti-
ful or more historic.”

On July 1, more than 800 Austinites
gathered at the tree to sign a pact with
nature and set up a special Treaty Cak
Fund for donations to plant trees in the
city’s other parks. Richard Huffman,
president of the Texas Botanical Gar-
den Society, said the effort is an at-
tempt to transform the outpouring of
concern for the Treaty Oak into a per-
manent commitment to conservation,

The events that led up to this sum-
mer's vigil began just before Memorial
Day. On Mav 29 Giedraitis received a

oaks of Texas. But Giedraitis’ invest-
gation revealed that the tree was suf-
fering from a more sinister affliction,
chemical poisoning.

Oak wilt kills the veins on the
leaves, Giledraitis says, but the Treaty

Oak’s symptoms werc just the oppo-
site. The veins werc alive, butl the
leaves were dead. This is a common
symptom of chemical poisoning— that
is, the application of a phytotoxic com-
pound.

Soil samples sent to the Texas De-
partment of Agriculture confirmed the
forester’s suspicions. Lab tests pin-
pointed the active ingredient in the
compound as hexazinone, a compo-
nent of herbicides like Velpar, manu-
factured in Laporte, Texas, by E.I. du
Pont de Nemours & Co. Velpar is de-

signed to defoliate a tree, killing its
leaves again and again until its
strength is sapped and it dies. The
herbicide is commonly used to remove
mesquite trees that are considered ob-
jectionable.

The authoritics ruled out any possi-
bility of accidental contamination, con-
cluding that a massive amount of the
chemical had been deliberately poured
around the base of the trec. Given that
Velpar is one of a limited number of
herbicides designed specifically to kill

turn to page 65

TO KiLL A TREE
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contined from page 11

hardwood trees, palice suspected the
killer had to be someone relatively
savvy about herbicides.

On June 13 officials from Du Pont
announced a 510,000 reward for infor-
mation leading to the conviction of the
person responsible. Within a week,
the Texas Forestry Association added
another $1,000 to the pot.

Coming up with a motive was the
first challenge in finding the culprit.
The most frequent question voiced by
those grieving for the tree was implied
in the headline of the New York Times
story: “Murder Mystery Grips City:
Just Who Would Kill a Tree?” Indeed.
Who and why?

Giedraitis and his colleagues agreed
that the attack on an historic tree was
unique. The forester likens the poison-
ing to arson or vandalism against one
of the nation’s historic monuments. As
he points out, however, an architec-
tural shrine can usually be recon-
structed, whereas a tree like the Treaty
Oak is as irreplaccable as a work of art

or anvy othe

the third set of fresh

Tune, Before lonyg,
green leaves aiso began turning brown
and sere.
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Throughout June, Giedraitis coordi-
nated efforts to save the tree. Park
crews removed a six-inch layer of con-
taminated soil in a 30-foot circle a-
round the basc of the oak. Charcoal
and microbes to break down the Vel-
par wereinjected under the area exca-
vated, and the soil was replaced with
clean topsoil.

According to City Council Member
Sally Shipman, Dallas electronics ty-
coon H. Ross Perot offered “a blank
check” to cover any and all costs of
saving the Treaty Oak. On June 26 the
city flew in a task force of 18 experts on
oaks and Velpar. The scientists and
forest practitioners evaluated the tree’s
condition and the treatments up to the
date of their inspection,

The consensus was that everything
possible should be done to reduce en-
vironmental stresses on the tree, the
critical stress being the high tempera-
tures typical of Austin summers. Ac-
cording to Giedraitis, the city averages

.
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100 davs a vear when the thermometer
soars above 90 degrees. The experts
advised installing a misting system to
combat heat in the crown, where defo-
liation exposes the branches and twigs
to intense temperatures.

The tree’s condition also makes it
more susceptible to cak wilt, which is
transmitted through open wounds or
the connected root systems of adjacent
trees. Fortunately, there are no other
live oaks nearby.

If oak wilt is a rather remote possibil-
ity, urban pollution is an ongoing
stress. Max Woodfin, executive assis-
tant for agricultural resources protec-
tion for the Texas Department of Agri-
cuiture, points out that the Treaty Oak
is located near the downtown arca
where pollution is at its worst. “Austin
is not Denver or Los Angeles,” says
Woodfin, “but despite what the
chamber of commerce says, we do
have days when the air is hazy and a
brown cloud hangs over downtown.”

After the visit by the task force, Gie-
draitis was “cautiously optimistic”
about the tree’s chances. The forester
concluded, “The oak probably won't
die, but we're worried about what
shape it will be in once it stops declin-
ing and its condition stabilizes.”

Max Williamson, southern regional
herbicide specialist with the U.5. For-
est Service in Atlanta and a member of
the task force, agrees: “We will have to
look at it for a couple of years. We may

AMERICAN
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“Some residents were
proposing that...the
culprit be hung from
the branches of the
Treaty Oak.”

see that it is viable by this fall, but not
whether it will survive intact and in
the shape and beauty it had in the
past.”

Williamson points out that Velpar
“has a very low mammalian toxicity
and should pose no hazard to animals
or birds in the area. To humans, it is
four times less toxic than table salt.”

The herbicide specialist and the
other members of the task force recom-
mended taking additional soil and tis-
sue samples to determine whether
contamination was still present. The
tests proved positive, so an additional
three feet of soil was removed around
the base of the tree and replaced.
When the oak’s third flush of leaves
began to show symptoms, giant
screens 60 feet high, resembling those
used on tennis courts, were installed
to provide shade. Close to 8,000 gal-
lons of spring water were trucked in

sr/OCTOBER 1989

twice a week to mist the tree every half
hour.

The experts’ verdict was that the
Treaty Oak can survive four to five
flushes of its leaves. By early July, Gie-
draitis was saving, “We're keeping our
fingers crossed.”

Meanwhile, Sergeant John Jones of
the Austin Police Department initiated
an investigation so infensive that his
colieagues began calling him “Johnny
Appleseed” and "Johnny Acorn.”
While the detective was tracking down
Jeads, feelings in the community were
running high. Some residents were
proposing that old-time Texas justice
be applied and the culprit be hung
from the branches of the Treaty Oak.
Others suggested he be forced to drink
Velpar.

Toward the end of June, Jones iden-
tified “a pretty good suspect,” and on
June 29 he arrested Paul Stedman Cul-
len, 45, a heroin addict who has served
time on a burglary conviction. Initial
indications were that Cullen had
spread the herbicide in the pattern of a
ritual curse involving unrequited love
and revenge.

The police charged Cullen with a
Class 2 felony—criminal mischief in
excess of $20,000. Giedraitis estimates
the value of the Treaty Oak as $47,000,
based on a formula used by the Inter-
national Society of Arboriculture. The
formula takes into account species, lo-
cation, condition, and size—but not
history or beauty.

Giedraitis was one of those young
men who proposed to his wife beneath
the Treaty Oak. His feelings about the
attack on the old tree were summed up
in a story that appeared in the Washing-
ton Post: “When foresters get together
and talk about trees, they sometimes
stress that trees can save moncy on
your energy bill and slow down the
greenhaouse effect.

“But the relationship between
humans and trees goes beyond those
things. People love trecs. They are the
most benevolent things in our envi-
ronment

They are disgusted that a human
would do this to a tree that had with-
stood 50 many. centuries against astro-
nomical odds. From millions of acorns
comes one tree, and from millions of
trees comes one Treaty Oak.” AF
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The Fight To Save

Texas’

Historic Treaty Qak
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By Bonnie Skaar George

"The poison,
however, is still
coursing through
the historic tree
and killing each
new flush of leaves.
Someone poured on
enough of the
herbicide Velpar to
kill the Treaty Oak
20 times over, and
the odds are that
this much-loved
patient will die."

J. Michael
Kennedy, staff
writer, Los Angeles
Times, August 7,

] 989 A screen 65 feet tall has been erected on three sides to help fight the etfects of wind and sun.
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7 3e 29 Austin police arrehe

he fate of an ancient live oak thathas
I pecome 1 living historical shrine, thé
Treaty Cak 0 Auctia, TX, 18 expected
16 pe known next spring. Meanwhiie, city
otficials nave united with a task force of tree
care specialists who came from all cver the
Urited States 1o try 10 save its lite. which
nas already lasted some 500 years. They
have spared no expense and lackad no
expertise 1n their desperate but determined
eHors to save the critically ill patient.

The poisoning is thought 1o have taken
piace around February of this year. E. 1. du
Pont de Nemours and Company. outraged
that a chemical they produced had been
used o poison the tree, offered a $10,000
rewarg for information leading 1o the convic-
tion of the poisoner. The Texas Forestry
Association added another $1.000. On Jure
21, Dallas biﬂionaire H. Ross Perot gave the
ity of Austify a bidnk check to pay for efforts
to save the Jreaty . Do whatever 5
necessary to savé thegge and send me the

ilt,” he saiu. i 5 n

The rewgard offers s¥n deew regmits. On
b-year-cid

] man Culien and charged him with
telony immal mistief in the poisoning of

i3

.

the Treaty Oak. On August 15 Cullen was
indictec by a grand jury. He remained mn jail,
unabie 10 post a $20.000 bond.

The large rewara for information leading
10 a conviction of the: poisoner nad enticed
informants to imphcate Cullen, jeading 10
his arrest. Adhough Dy law he must be pre-
sumed innocent unless proven guiity, one
informant states in an affidavit thai re and
Culten drove around West Austin (near the
Treaty Oak) looking for a five vak tree to pul
Velpar cn.

The police allege that Cullen pelieved the
Velpar would form 2 magic circle and wis
canof a ritual he carried out 10 protect 2
woman from another man. They think they
have a good case against him.

Since Velpar is extremely ox:ic io hard-
woods but not to evergreens, it is often used
10 eliminate nardwood competition in pine
{orest regrowth a1 2as. Farmars use it 0 Kill
underbrush. While it can be purchasad by
the public, Velpar is not readily available,
except at specialty stores such as agricui-
tural supply houses. it's also exnensive,
costing $80 to $100 a galon.

Whether the great oak lives of digs, the
story of its paisoning and the efforts by
leaders of Amaiica’s tree care community
1o save it are themselves becoming & part,
of the modern history of Texas, whose
founding the tree predates by several cerr
turies,

The valiant efforts of this peautiful and
revered old tree 10 save its own life are part
of that story. 't has alreacy put out fou: sets
of lcaves in aborted efforts 10 nourish nd
heal itse!f with p~tosynthesis, & life-giving
process which Velpar inhibits.

While police ere still puilcing their case
against Cullen, a national task force of tree
specialists and scientists gathered in Austin
on June 26 to assess the damage and
design a rescue pien for ihe tree. Officials
seemed optimistic in Junz, when the.
<acond set of ieaves was about to slough
off. Howe er, their optimism has dacreased
as the second, third, and feurth sets have
failed to pull enough narbicide out of the
tree’s interior. As of mic-August, more than
. 30,000 had been sper. on efforts 1o save
the tree.

What makes the Treaty Oak so special 10
Texans and to tree lovers 2!l over? its aje
and ‘g beauty have combined 10 make
i one ot the Most beiove. anJ nisteric trees
in tne Jniad Siates.

Eor centunas, cnicren nave played in
Treaty Dak’'s branches. indians and sediers
rasiec of DICHHCRET HitS nenevolent hade,

a welcome and potectve retuge fromhe
h-at dunng the seanr.j summers of central
Texas.

Esumates of Treaty Oak’'s age range fromr
200 10 60O vears. It s:ands cooul 50 teet tall,
with & hmb-spread of 127 fect. AL chest
ne oAt e frunk messures 52 inches in

ciameter

/\

Treaty Oak 1s not only big, it's beautiful. it
hag been said 1o rank among tne 1op 25
trees in the nation. In 1827 the Amencan
Forestry Association included the great oak
in s Halt of Fame for Trees. declaning it1o
pe ihe most periect North American speci-
men of the live oak.

Originally, Treaty Oak stood at the conter
of a group of 14 trees called the Couuncil
Oaks. Deveicpment leveled the other oaks,
and has surrounded the tree with builldings
and a parking lot. It now stands alone, in a
1/2-acre park purchased by the City of
Austin in 1937, aHter plans 0 cul it down
spawned an outcry all across Texas 10 save
it.

Treaty Qak gained its name from 2 Texas
legend that colonizer Stephen F. Austin, the
“father” of Texas, sinned the first boundary-
line treaty with the Incians peneath its
spreading branches in 1824, Historians now
say the legend is myth, not fact. Yet the”
name of the tree has entered our folklore.

Other stories say that Indians met under
its branches to stage tribal ceremonies,
plan war campaigns, and smoke the peace
pipe. The Tejas Indians pelieved thac a broth
made from Treaty Oak acorns and wild
honey would return lovers to maidens who
drank the pouisn.

Treaty Oak has a special meaning for
many Austinites. Among them is City Fore-
ster John Giedraitis, who is now leading the
efforts ic suve it. He proposed 1o his wife on
one of e park benshes hat surround the
tree. in the last half-century, several dozen
couples have reciied vheir marital ~ows
under its branches.

Grours of schoolchioren visit the tree
regularty. Ore of them recently left a note
an one of the many supportive posters now
attachrsc, io the chain-link fence that sur-
rounds i, “Get well, Treaty Qak,” It says.
“Hoge vou get befter soon. Don't cie

That sentimient is widely shara riot only
by Texans =nd tree jovers all over ihe United
States, hut by i @ outraged officiais of E. |
du Pont de Nemours & Co. The du Pont
chemica! pizrt at La Porte, TX procuces two
million pouncs of Velpar anrually. The her-
bicide has been on the marxet for 15 vears.

Ove seeing the care and hoped-for cure
of Treaty Oak i1s Giedrzueg, the dedicated
urban forester. Eftorts 0 save the treg
began imiaegiately after Memornial Day,
when it was real zed “hat something was
very wroni.

‘Nhile a nng of dead gracs rad oeen
ob ar ed around the tree on March 2, offe-
cials thoughtitwas 3 weed killer anu narm-
less to tne tree. Nearly tnree MONtNS
passec, as ine potsor aid its geadly work.

Finally a concernec ciizen caliea cn May
30, the Tuesoay after Memor 3t Day, to
yzport dry leaves on the tree ana a suspl-
cion of pak wilt, This devastating disease
has comed 10000 live oak trees 0 the

continued O page 14
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The Fight To Save
Ontinueda from page 13

Austin area. "It became real obvious as
Soon as we started poking around that it
had a severe chemical burn and was losing
most of 1s leaves,” Giedrartis said recently.

At first. city crews used their own
resources anc knowledge of trees 10 coun-
teract the poison. Soil samples were sent
out tor testing Tre crews dug up the con-
taminated sod up 10 two feet out from the
base of the tree. 16 a depth of six to eight
inches.

Using high-pressure water jets, they
injected 150 pounds of activated charcoal
18 to 24 inches deep into the soil of the
eéxcavated area plus another three 1o five
feet, hoping « would attract and bind with
the poison.

They injected 100 galions of water laced
with two pounds of microbes that break
down and eat chemicals. They added new
topsoil, which was one part sand, one pan
composted sludge, and two pans peat
moss.

The June 5 test results from the labora-
tory indicated strong presence of Velpar.
City crews covered the poisoned area with
clear plastic 1o keep out any rain. Ten days
later, they removed the plastic and muiched
the excavated area.

By June 20, most of the first leat flush
was gone, and the second flush showed
symptoms of damage. The next day, crews

teet of soll from around the tree.

bored hundreds of aeration holes into the
ground, each of them three inches by two
feetin size. They filled them with a mixture
of sandy loam and pine-bark-chip soil mix
with 22 pounds of Fertilaide,

Giedraitis' crew sent more samples to du
Pont, raked all the contaminated leaves out
of the park, and put a 40-by-50-foot tarp
under the tree. The crew foliar-fed the
leaves with Rapid Gro at a ten-percent rate.
They fertilized the roots beyond the plastic

Workers used high-pressure water fets and vacuum hoses to remove the top three

area six to eight inches deep with a prese
sure injector at 300 psi, using the same ten-
percent rate. They misted the tree's leaves
with 100 gallons of springwater.

On June 26 Austin hosted a Treaty Qak
Task Force of some 20 tree experts and
scientists trom around the nation, They
included Dr. Arthur Costonis and Jack Sie-
benthaler, representing the American Soci-
ety of Consulting Arborists; Jim Rhoades,

continued on page 18
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The Fight To Save
conninued from page 14

acting city arponst for the city of Austin, and
Task Force Chairman James Houser. He s
managing arbonst of Bartiett Tree Expens
in Austin and charrman of the Austin Urban
Forestry Board 3

Representatives came from the U.S.
Forest Service, North Carolina State Univer-
sity. Texas A&M University, the USDA
Research Service, the Texas Department of
Agriculture, the Texas Forest Service, the
University of Texas, and du Pont. They
asked for more testing, and then devised a
pian tor a three-pronged attack.

First, they encouraged the tree to suck

up as much of the herbicide as possible
into the thud set of leaves before shedding
them. To assist in that process, they fully
hydrated from the roots and leaves, which
are still getting a daily misting with donated
springwater. sprayed from tank trucks. The
idea was 10 get as much herbicide as pos-
sible to drop with the third set of leaves.
Workers would keep the leaves raked up so
the herbicide couidn’t recycle again.
Second, city workers dug out alf the con-
taminated soil. Five months after the sus-
pected poisoning date, tesls showed three
pans per million of Velpar —three times the
lethal dose—at a depth of 30 inches.
However, none was found beiow three feet.

ig John Model
¥ 90AA. The
. biggest trans-
3!' "rﬂanuzr you can buy
“ Also the kindest to
trees
*  Biq John forms an
expert nursenymans
rootball. With pienty
of firm. undis
turbed soil around
And it

the roots
pampers trees in
transit

and thrive w

sO they live
thout

Theretfore the workers excavated the
ground around the tree 10 a depth ot apout
three feet, for some 15 feet around the
trunk. About 15 cubic vards of soil was
released by flushing around the roots with
high-pressure waler jets. The soi was
replaced with donated planting soil

With no more herbicide 1o pull in, officials
hope the Treaty Oak can cleanse itself of
the poison that remains in the tlree.
However, that may be difficult, even for such
a large tree. One member of the task force
estimated that it woulid take about ten
ounces of Veipar o kill Treaty Oak. The best
guess Is that a galion, which is 128 ounces,
was actually used, because velpar comes
in one-galion containers.

Third, every effort was made to “pamper”
the tree so all its resources could go into
healing tself. Among many unusual tactcs
were the efforts to shade 1. A dozen 65-foot
telephone poles were erected around three
sides of the tree and draped with shade
screens. The purpose was 10 reduce heat
stress by shielding Treaty Qak from Austin's
merciless summer sun.

An even more unusual life-saving
strategy is taking place high up in the tree.
Every half hour, the leaves are misted with
springwater, offenng them some 2,000 gal-
lons of non-chlorinated water each day.
Giedraitis explained, “The Utopia Spring
Water people have donated the water 'u be
used to spray the tree since it was deter-
mined that the city water might contain
minerals that wouid be harmful to the tree's
recovery.”’

The treatment is based on the belief of
the arborists on the Treaty Oak Task Force
that relieving the stress on the tree is a
prime necessity. They suggested that sprin-
klers be mounted high in the tree 10 "apply
moisture to the tops of the leaves,” accord-
ing to Dick Finnegan, irrigation unit
manager for the Austin Parks and Recrea-
tion Department.

To achieve this, Finnegan chose the
Weather-matic 85P Shrub Adapter with Ser-
jies 200 nozzles, and PVC pipe was run up
into the tree to bring water to the spray
equipment. This, according to the panel of
arborists, would relieve the stress on the
tree by keeping the temperature down.

“The arborists suggested that the water
be turned on for one minute every 30
minutes from 8 a.m. untit 8 p.m.." Finnegan
revealed. “! had 1o figure out the kind of
pump which would get the water up 50 feet
10 the top of the tree and come up with the
control systerm. Weather-maric answered
the requirements’”

Finnegan recalieg \nat ancther chalienos
was 10 get people who were aocusiomec 1o
WOrKing with irngation systems 18 ngnes
under the grounc 1o be abie 1o work 50 Teet
up n the air. This was accomplished, he
explained, with the help of the forestry unit
and some tree chmbing.

Thus the two protessions, arborists and
fandscape wnicathon speciahsts, umited 1O
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The Fight To Save
continwed from page 18

cooperation is symbolic of the concern that
moved people trom all waiks of life o visit it,
send best wishes by mail, and pray for 1.
However. only specialists fike Giedraitis,
Finnegan, and the Treaty Oak Task Force
could apply the technical expertise that was
sorely needed

“Figuring out how many heads | was

going to need was another problem,”
Finnegan continued. "It was just not like we
learnedn schooit | figured it out on paper,
butthat wasn't the answer. What we had 1o
do was actually get up into the tree and
determine where the heads needed to be
placed and, from that, decided how many
heads we needed”

Far beiow. yet other specialists were hard
at work. A 1/4-inch layer of Dilfo Dirt. a com-
POSt mixture made with sewage sludge
from the city's wastewater treatment facility,
was added as topdressing. The ground was
irrigated with Austin water, in hopes that its
alkalinity will deactivate any residual Velpar,

When test results in late July showed that
the levels of Velpar inside the Treaty QOak
were still massive enough to kill it, 35 gal-
lons of sattwater were injected into the tree
in more than 100 places. While there is no
known antidote to Velpar, the experts hope

the salt will deactivate the poison, or at least
force it into the fourth set of leaves, which
are expected to slough off.

PVC lines were placed in the tree to deliver
water to shrub heads for systematic topdown
irrigation,

Oak trees can produce four or five sets of
leaves before they use up all their energy
and die. Giedraitis says Treaty Oak’s limbs
and twigs are depleted of their energy, but
the roots continue to have high levels of

reserve energy. Workers have wrapped
burlap around some of the upper limpsg 1o
protect them, since the ieaves are not able

to.

That 1s the story of the heroic efforts
being made to save Texas great Treaty Qak.
Why in the worid would someone have
wanted 1o kil 17 That 1s what people are
asking themselves. One note placed near
the Iree said, “in sympathy | grieve for the

sickness of this tree and its assassin”

Austinites were not surprised when the
poisoning of their tree became national
news. The New York Times ran a front-page
articie on June 23 entitled, “Murder Mystery
Grips a City: Just Who Would Kili a Tree?"

Three days later. the ABC, CBS, NBC,
and CNN networks broadcast stories on the
poisoning. The wire services carried daily
updates during the last week in June. Many
Austinites first heard that someone had
been arrested in the case when the news
Came over the national TV networks.
National Public Radio also covered the
poisoning, as did U.S. News and World
Report.

When Barbara Walters interviewed
Giedraitis five on ABCTV's “Good Morning
America” June 26, her first guestion was,
"Whao's trying to murder Austin’s Treaty
Oak?” While the question is still essentially
unanswered and a trial of the accused hag
not yet taken place, pieces of the story are
coming out.
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When arrested, Culien was living in a
rural area outside Austin, in an 18-foot delivw
ery truck located on property owned by a
tamily that had befriended him in 1987. He
tormerly worked in the family's farm and
ranch supply store, although it has not been
proven that Veipar was available to him
there. -

Culten has an arrest record that dates
back 25 years, with many problems related
to drugs and alcohoi. He has been on a
methadone program. The suspect is said 1o
be an avid reader. and police found at least
one cult-refated book 1n his dweiling,
according 10 a source close 1o the investi-
gaton.

During his arraignment, Cullen was
heckied by other prisoners, with such com-
ments as “Man, you're in big trouble, you
know that?" He has been unable to post the
$20.000 bond, which his attorney criticizes
as more typical of cases of violent crimes
against people. However, the attorney has
not asked that it be reduced to $5000,
which is said 1o be more normat for criminal
mischief cases, because he doesn't think
his client could afford even that.

Cullen's felony criminal mischief charge
is for causing damage of more than
$20,000. Treaty Oak is valued at $47,000,
based on a formula used by the Interna-
tional Society of Arboriculture. The formula
emphasizes species, location, condition,
and size. Historical value and beauty, both

e~

Get well cards, flowers, poems and notes
have srrived from weli-wishers around the
world.
important aspects of the Treaty Oak, are not
considered.

Prior to the grand jury's indictment, Cul-
fen's attorney said that if the suspect were
indicted he would ask that the trial be

moved from Austin, because the lawyer
believed thatl the strong sentiment and
extensive media coverage wouid keep his
client from having a fair trial.

Meanwhile, the phght of the tree and the
mystery surrounding its poisoning and the
motives for 1t have crystaliized strong
environmental senttment in Austin and
drawn many visitors 1o the site. While the
tree care specialists could channei their
feelings of outrage and sympathy into work
on behalf of the tree, common citizens
resorted 10 the only kind of nelp they could
think of.

Visitors have left hundreds of presents for
the tree: olg-tashioned remedies such as
aspirin and cans of chicken soup, get-well
cards, crosses, and fiowers, as weil as New
Age remedies such as crystals and candles.
Someone even left an unexplained pair of
black, well shined men’s shoes.

School-age children, including a group
from Ft. Worth, TX, have prepared poster-
board collages of get-well messages. A =~
handwritten copy of William Wordsworth's

“Yew Trees” included the phrase, ". . .of
form and aspect 100 magnificent to be des-
troyed.”

No one knows yet if the massive effort to
save Austin's beloved Treaty Oak will suc-
ceed. The tree care specialists and the
scientists have done all that is humanly
possible. Visitors and friends of the historic
tree now hope for a miracle. O

TWIN TANK I.P.M. SPRAYER

for Pick-ups/Vans/Trailers

per month

LEASE FORONLY $92.00
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Our duaktank NAUTILUS is by far the most
popular in our entire line of complete
sprayers. Fully versatile. can be used for
poth lawn and ornamenial spraying. It
combines the flexibility of a larger sprayer
with the compactness of a single tank unit.
The hose reel can be mounted for side or
reartake-off Choosefromthreetanksizes:
two 100 gals: two 150 gals. two 200 ga's
Optional pumps available for tree spraving

GREEN PRO SERVICES
Grass Roots Nature's Way. Inc.

e 800-645-6464

‘The Naulius”

SPECIFICATIONS:

Pump 450 psy 10.5 gpm Udor Tau 35 daphragm
Motor Briggs IC 5 np or Optional Honda

Hose: 300" X %" 8600 p.si

Hose Reel Eiectnic rewing Hannay of Nordic
Gun. Choice of tawn or ornamental

Tank Sizes:

OTHER OPTIONS AVAILABLE

2 X 100 gat
2 X 150 gal
2 X 200 gal
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TGBS EFFORTS CREATE TREATY
OAK FUND FOR FUTURE TREE

PLANTINGS

In the wake of publicity surrounding the poisoning of the
historic Treaty Oak in Austin, members of the Texas
Botanical Garden Socicty have played a large role in the
creauon of a program that will ensure future planungs of
many trees within the Ausun urban forest.

On June 1, TBGS volunteer Tom Spencer coordinated a
citywide treaty signing event held under the ailing branches
of the Treaty Oak, gamering over 800 signatures ona treaty
showing support for the recovery of the tree and pledging
the planting of more trees within the Austin city limits.

As part of the event, TBGS volunteers gave away over 400
oak tree seedlings 1o individuals who signed the pledge,
requesting that the oaks be planted throughout Austin in a
show of support for the historic tree. Also contributing
goods and services w0 the event were; Tree Search of
Houston, Sandy Odom, The Frame Corner, Miller Blue-
print, David Halley, Hal Michael Ketchum, Lee Ann Ath-
erton, Gardenville, Greater Texas Landscapes and PIP
Printing.

For the treaty ceremony, a special Treaty Oak Fund was
established through the City of Austin Parks and Recreation
Department to fund future plantings. Requests for use of
Treaty Oak funds for tree plantings in Austin should be
directed to the Austin Parks and Recreation Department.

In addition to the over $600 raised on the day of the event
from visitors to the tree, the amount of money was increased
dramatically during the next few weeks when John
McElhanney, owner of McOne, pledged half of his profits
on Treaty Oak T-shirts to the Treaty Oak Fund, increasing
the total to well over $10,000.

Approximately 54,000 of the initial funds raised through
the effort have been earmarked for a tree planting project

JohnMcElhanneyand his t-shirt sales donations have boosied
the lotal amount of money in the Treaty Oak Fund 1o over

$14,000.

along the southern MoPac entrance 1o downtown, spon-
sored by the Texas Botanical Garden Society. Maiching
grants from the Texas Department of Highways and Public
Transportation will be requested to enhance that project.

Persons wishing 1o donate to the Treaty Oak Fund should
submit contributions to:

Treaty Qak Fund
OfTice of the Director
Parks and Recreation Department
P.O. Box 1088
Austin, Texas 78767-1088

"

—

THE TREATY OAK PLEDGE

"As an expression of our heart-felt desire to see The Treaty Qak survive as a living entity and endure as
a symbol of nature’s majesty, we the undersigned pledge the following: i
To preserve and protect Austin’s natural heritage:
To plant trees in our yards and public spaces; and

To take pride in Austin as a city in a garden.

The Treaty Oak, 600 years old, forever growing in our hearts.”
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World Rallies
to Save Local Tree

Weather-matic joins attempts to relieve poisoning

Efforts continue to save the five to
six hundred year old oak in Austin,
Texas known as the Treaty Oak, a
npame the tree acquired through the
years alfter local lore placed a peace
conference between Stephen F. Austin
and area Indians under its branches.

It was determined in late July that
the herbicide Velpar poured around the
tree by a criminal/vandal remains at a
level many times what is needed to kill
the tree.

International attention has been
brought to this majestic oak through
the media bringing letters, cards and
gifts of money to help in the attempts to

save the tree. Texan H. Ross Perot stat-
ed, “...save the tree and send me the
bill.”

Arborists from throughout the coun-
try were called in to assess the damage
and offer suggestions about the possi-
bility of saving the fifty foot tall oak. Re-
lieving the stress the tree was under
was one of the prime suggestions of the
arborists and they proposed that this
could be accomplished by mounting
sprinklers high in the tree to apply
moisture to the tops of the leaves.

Dick Finnegan, irrigation unit man-
ager for the Austin Parks and Recrea-
tion Department, chose the Weather-

Southern Londscope Architecture

Sept [Ock 1969

A Workers used high-pressure waterjets
and vocuum hoses to remove the top three
feet of soil from around the tree. Twenty-
two cubic yards of planting soil were used
to replace the Velpar-tainted dirt.

matic 95P Shrub Adapter with series
200 nozzles and used PVC pipe to bring
water to the spray equipment.

Mike McClung, the Weather-matic
distributor in Austin was also involved
in the design and coordinating of efforts
for the irrigation work. This involved the
selection of a pump which would get the
water up fifty feet and a control system
which would tum the water on for one
minute every thirty minutes from 8 a.m.
until 8 p.m. Weather-matic equipment
answered the requirements.

Shade cloth has been hung from tel-
ephone poles to protect the tree from
sun and wind and spring water has
been donated to spray the tree since it
was determined that city water might
contain minerals that would be harmful
to the tree's recovery.

In what some consider a last ditch
effort, 35 gallons of a saline solution
was injected into the tree in more than
100 places. The hope is that the salt
will neutralize the poison or force it into
the tree’s leaves, cleansing the tissue
and giving the oak a chance of produc-
ing leaves that will survive.

The publishers of Southern Land-
scape Architecture along with thousands
of well wishers thank those involved in
these attempts to save this living monu-
ment to American history. H
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cross America. urban foresters ficht vandalism. pollution and, occasion-
ally, benighted landscape architects [J The crackle of a shortwave radio
interrupts a phone conversation. “Excuse me," says John Giedraitis, city
torester for Austin, Texas, putting the caller on hold. Minutes later. he
explains the interruption: “Some vandal poured [the herbicide] Velpar
around one of the most historic trees in Texas, a huge live oak in down-
town, 600 vears old. [t's made the AP Wire and the Philadelphia Inquirer.
It's been spin control around here for the last few weeks.” U Giedraitis
wasn't sure he could save this tree—or any other in Austin’s beleaguered urban forest.
Facing woes ranging from vandalism to a root-transmitted blight called oak wilt, the
city is losing trees 10 times faster than they can be replaced. “People look around and
see trees everywhere,” he says, “but we're practicing resource liquidation. Eventually
our parks will turn into grassland.” O The Texas city is not alone in crisis. The averauve
urban areua is 30 percent forested, but experts believe that figure is declining both in
city cores and in suburbs sustaining urban-village-style development. While Austin has
literally dug in to save its trees —excavating four miles of trenches to stop the spread of
oak wilt —Chicago is losing trees three times faster than they can be planted. Nation-
ally, the rate is four to one, according to a 1987 survey by the American Forestrry
Association (AFA). New York City, with 650.000 street trees. is puzzling over how they
can thrive between a rock —the city's foundation of bedrock —and a hard place—the
skyscrapers and pavement that warm to desert temperatures while blocking the sun
needed for photosynthesis. The greener boroughs suffer from a different plicht. the
paucity of maintenance money. “Drive through Brooklyn and Queens in winter —you
look up and see nothing but broken branches,” says city forester William Lough. O
Moreover. across the U.S., diseases have eviscerated populations of such stately timber
as elms. chestnuts, live oaks and even dogwoods, now threatened by the deadly fungus
anthruacnose, which originated in New York :

and has spread as far away as Maryland. 3 1l R —ER
" R 9 - . , . " ¥ e
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The recent deliberate poisoning of Austi

n, Texas's §00-year-old Treaty Oak has attracted nation

al attention. The fact that Austin is losing

trees 10 times faster than they can be replaced has gained less notice.

and a bark-boring beetle, was introduced in the U.S. ina
Ltainted shipment of British Jumber. Since the disease sur-
faced in Cleveland in 1930. the nation's elm count dropped
from 77 million to 34 million by 1976, according to Scien-
tific American magazine.

Then there's real-estate development. The seven-county
region around Atlanta Joses 30 forested acres a day to
parking lots and condominium complexes. In the last dec-
ade. that translates to four million trees killed in booming
Gwinnett County alone, and 20 percent of the region’s
tree cover vanquished. Around Washington, D.C.. once-
rural counties report deforestation near 50 percent.
“Right now, we send General Sherman in {irst. then we
oo in and 'landscape.’ " savs T Allan Comp. coordinator of
‘he AFA's Global Releaf program. “We're just beginning
16 show the [iandscape architecture] profession that it
deesn’t cost more 16 do it right. . . We need to learn
Tn inserl, Huidings among rees. rather than sguashing

i e GGL, ‘1G
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Killing trees. savs Frank S Santamour Jr. o reses
on tree genetics at the Natonal Arboretum in Washing-
won. D.C.. "because they keep moving the roads around!”
Gury Mason. ASLA. of the Berkeley. California. firm
Wolle Mason Associztes adds. “Traffic enwineers are de-

sioning wider streets wWith monuiithic sidewalks. Streets

see Lecoming Loa withe for o shude canopy,
s son San tne (onniiest
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and drought. Furthermore, our aging tree population 1s
overgrown and brittle, a nuisance Lo utility companies and
a threat to human life. “You can see the urban {orest
declining throughout the South.” says Phillip Rodbell. an
urban forester with the AFA. »It's because all the trees
were planted at the same time, during the City Beautiful
movement.” The consequences were dramatized in Wash-
ingron, D.C., in June, when {reak storms downed 6,000 tons
of trees, which cost $1 million to clean up.

However. landscape architects. neighborhood activists,
urban foresters and arborists are joining forces to fight
back. “We're starting Lo realize Lhat trees aren’t just orna-
ments put out on a sidewalk,” savs Mason, whose firm is
desigming a new tree plan for the 14G0s tract suburb of
Thousand Qaks. California. “We're trying to communicate
Lhat trees are part of the infrastructure, just like streets
and sewers. They need evelical maintenance.”

“The greenhouse effect is really scaring a ot of peo-
e savs Edith Muakra. an urban forester with the non-

srofit NerrnborWoods program ir Chicago. Formed upder
the aeyis of the Upen Lands Project, & group {ounded in
4o reclaim vacant jots {or greenery. Neirnborihoods

LR2Y
wel involved Lo mprove Ltneir

T
CRCOUTAgeSs communilies Lo
sireelscape. T We've hud vuppie plantings with fresh flow-
ers. pink lemonade and chocolate doughnuts in wicker
haskets.” savs Mukra, "and we've actually had gang mem-
bers leading other plantings. We've had great luck
nlanting Ltrees in hostile arcas.”
The kev Lo Lhe program's suct
Cricuva's Leloved - but-bedraguoiced o8 mile
ane T : d oreens

ess s un effort o hink
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theyre poorly maintained. We envision something like a
dneur arboretum.” The first replanting took place re-
centy as neighborhood groups helped insert 80 new troes
and shrubs near Logan Square. The city of Chicago. which
suw its arbor budget slushed by nearly 60 pereent in the
varly 1980s, donated the design services of a landscape
architect from its department of public works.

However, the role of the landscape architeet is not al-
wavs viewed in such positive light. T hate to tell you, but
landscape architeets are as bad as anvone else,” says
Marcia D. Bansley, executive director of Trees Atlunta
Inc. “They re insensitive about the planting around trees.
People don't know the physiology of trees, that roots re-
quire oxygen to live.” "We need Lo learn more about trees,”
admits Mason. "Too many lundscape architecets plunt trees
for aesthetic, not envirenmental, reasons. Tov many of
them are still into “the art of design. ™

The National Arboretum’'s Santamour agrrees: “Num-
bers are sometimes important o s landscape architeet,
unfortunately. He needs 12 trees of a certuin size, and can
only get 11 of what he reully wants. So he takes his
sceond choice, which is bad. Change the design. Don't
change the planting.” Suntamour offers a cuse in point: "]
had six of these galuxy magnolias [developed by the Ar-
boretum to Le hardy street trees] ready to be shipped
and planted at the South Building of the Department of
Agriculture. Then they bought eight Sophora japonica
instead. ] mean, ¢’'mon. Here was a chance Lo display the
product of USDA research at the USDA building. But,
nah, thev said, *‘We need eight.’”

Santamour and others argue that landscape architects
should be more sensitive to the special needs of urban
forests. Originally coined in Canada to connote the green
areas spreading between towns, the term “urban forest”
has come to define the inventory of street. residential
and park trees within city limits. Unlike woods in the
wilderness. urban forestis cannot take care of themselves.
Squeezed in between curbs and sidewalks, or else sur-
rounded by acres of manicured grass. thev are not sub-
Ject to the laws of natural succession. In this surprisingly
fragiic environment, trees must be carefully selected,
trained, nurtured and maintained, like huge potted
plants. Nina Bassuk, director of Cornell Universityv's Ur-
ban Horticultural Institute, suggests that symmetrical,
row-style boulevard planting may be outdated. City trees
would thrive if planted in clusters and surrounded by
open areas of soil that would allow their roots to spread.
“The street tree has a tough, short life. anvwhere from
three 1o 15 vears.” she savs. “Some LAs who work in
urban areas are concerned, but we have a great need for
better diversity. We plant the same tired old trees over
and over again. and thoy don't really work in the concrete
of inner ¢ities.”

However. on the community level, landscape architects
ure lending their expertisc to such private, nonproin
aroups as TreePeople. which has pledged to plant a mil-
lion trees in Los Angeles by 1992; Sun Francisco's Friends
of the Urban Forest. which works o reclaim asphalt jots
for greenery; and Trees Atlanta Inc., which recently
hosted a birthday party for a 206-vear-old ouk that it
convinced the highway department to spare. Ailanta na-
“ FASLA, recently donnted his

L R ]

FRVTTRTOVR PO
— i i ey

b e an By et wre
5 al ey - s

- — poon b b
— ey b W -

Tributes and get-well gifts left by well-wishers for the Treaty Oak
include Joyce Kiimer's immaontal ode and chicken soup. City foresters
have tried dosing the tree with tresh soil and springwater, among
other things, but it is still unclear whether the tree will survive,

oper, Frank Howington, not only escaped vilification from
tree lovers: he won an award from Atlanta’s Urban De-
sign Commission.

A proponent of shade trees over air conditioning,
Daugherty has also been known to tack thermometers to
city telephone poles and broadcast the dismaving read-
ings from these urban "heat islands,” centers where tem-
peratures can rise three to five degrees higher than in
the outer suburbs. “I've talked to every garden club and
done evervthing but stand on a box waving a Bible,” he
savs. (“What landscape architect isn't a preacher for the
visual environment and the relationship of trees and
color?" asks John A. Bentlev, ASLA, 2 member of Cincin-
nati’s forestry board.) Landscape architect Mason has
been working on schemes to fit trees into asphult parking
lots. a prime offender in causing such heat islands.

Cities have also been developing their municipal strate-
sies. Whereas departments of urban forestry scarcely
existed before 1870, thev now thrive in such burgs as
AMilwaukece, Minneapalis. New York Ciyv, Charlotte. Cin-
cinnat: 2and Atlanmta. Suvannah, Georgia. 18 1rving 1o pre-
serve General James Owlethorpe’'s 1733 plan for 16
squares planted with hve oaks. Portiand, Uregon, recently
spent §2 million on an unusual bul encouraging road-
nerrocing project. In a 13-block espianade known as the
South Park Blocks. 10-foot parking ianes were recluimed
for new grass and trees. The purpose. savs Muary Anne
Cussin., ASLA. a parks designer for the ey, was to re-
store an original grid of trees planted in nine-hyv-Dive rows,
The 100-vear-old eims thut had died or been chopped
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Suburban projects like this one in Maryland have contributed to deforestation of nearly 50 percent

city forester Stephen F. Goetz. "But people agreed it was
best for the city in the Jong run.”

Experts ucknowledge that the nation's foremost urban
forestry program is in Milwaukee. a city better known
for 25-cent heers. There, legendury city forester Robert
Skiera presides with paramilitary efficiency over pro-
orams to nurture 320,000 street trees on 1.400 miles of
rouds. including 119 miles of carefully planted boulevards.
{Skiera's vanity tags read MR TREE™ and his phone
number is 373-TREE. His son is an urban forester in
Urbana, IHinois. "Theyv have an excellent program, natu-
rallv.” he savs.t With a $10-million annual budget for its
trees. the city plants 8.000 a year and maintains an elabo-
rate irrigation syvstem and a fleet of radio-disputched
trucks Lo respund to tree emergencies. The trees are
cataloged by computer and pruned on a precise 5.6-yvear
evele —which means trims for 60,000 a vear. "IUs unique,
because Milwaukée is not the horticultural center of the
universe,” savs Skiera. "But | think the north people ap-
preciate the small window they have Lo grow green
thine- " Indeed. a vearly summer festival draws 1,200
residents out to plant 104,000 annuals in one day.

Unfortunatelv, Mitwaukee and Portland, Oregon. which
CILV AUTSery wosupply its 2,100
are exceptiond. Onjy
(Gr mandaging o

Lemaiad Ml

ooperdies L] owWn

o with

curvey ef 162 1S vites by the
Llunuwement Associdtion. But the
AFAs Houdbell savs the numbers beite o turnarvund in
progress: “ln the carly "80s. ciues definiiely had o negie
tive tree-flow and [gave trees] low budget priorities. But
now they realize that trees are important to their eeo-
nomic stability.” Studies show that houses on tree-hned
Strecis command prices as much as 21 percent higher

DETRR A T DI Ureds,

in some counties.

associated with beautification. civic groups are increas-
ingly interested in environmental benefits. According o
research originating {rom the University of California’s
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, three well-placed trees
planted around a house can reduce air-conditioning needs
Ly 10 to 30 percent: on a broader scale, greenery cun ef-
fectively turn down the thermostat in urban heat islands.
Furthermore, an acre of mature trees can absorh 48 pounds
of carbon dioxide annually, meaning that forests could
potentially transform about 25 percent of the pollutants
the U.S. releases from burning fossil fuels into oxygeen.

1t is in the cities where the greenhouse effect has be-
come a fact of life that the AFA is promoting arboreal
benefits. Its Global Releaf program aims to plant 100
million new trees across the U.S. by 1942, So far 1U states
have joined the program and Los Angeles alone has
pledged to plant u million seedlings.

Madis Pihlak. ASLA. an assistant professor at Arizona
State University in Tempe. argues that trees humanize
severe lundscapes while forging more ecological cities.
“Phoenix is such a bleak. auto-oriented c¢ity.” he savs. “We're
Lhe second-highest city in the world in per capity gusoline
use. JUs a real battle o pedestrianize. Street trees are the
first step. . .. Right now it's 100 degrees at two o'clock.
nd vou'll see people standing in the shade of 4 doh poic.

VOt s Tging Lo el oul and e
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Ihal are nol oniy more disdasere
but wrow more slowlv, hive jonger, provide more shade
and use less water. The U.S. Department of Agriculiure,
working with the National Arboretum, hus produced new
strains of sveamores, elms and magnolias that are sold
throurh 60 wholesale nurseries. One gual is Lo increase
the average e of u ity tree from about 1D veurs to 60
vear<, while providing o pleasing. shade-prodocine shape,

Ctrees should orow sjowiy sooe ot o

I addition,
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150-acre experimental forest in Beltsville, Maryland, the
Arboretum’s Santamour puts trees through their paces
like the tourhest sergeant at Parris Island. He's been
known to drive chisels into trunks by the thousands, to
prune, whuck and graft, and to plant 6,000 hybrids know-
g that all but three or four will die. The result, he says:
“Tourh trees.”

Urban trees were originally selected for their tough
attributes. What the maples, ¢ims and sveamores lining
thousands of Muain Streets around the country hud in
common was their nateral swamyp origins. They were
trees accustomed to doing without much oxygen or nutri-
ents. and thev thrived planted in neat rows, squeezed
between sewers and curbs. They became part of a land-
scape tradition associated with broad verandas and white
picket fences. Older residents of cities recell fondly when
the elms arched high over the trolley median, creating
the sense of a cathedral nave that never ended.

Such "monoculiures™ of trees were quickly rendered
obsolete by various Llights: chestnut blight, Dutch elm
disease. root nematodes, boring beetles and gypsy moths.
Whole cities have been deforested and replunted with as
mary different species as possibie. Milwaukee emplovs
G0 species and Minneapohs is careful o limit the same
tree 1o twosor three-biock strips. Gary Mesorn neiped se-

] o one piunted o Thousend Cuaks

Vel

Forest Plan. “There's varsety, bus

Commun
< robou botumca gurden approucn.” ne sEvs.
“The rule of thumb s, ‘don’t plant more than 10 per-
cent of any one species.” savs Santamour. “Someone
made that up. but it 1sn't too bad. Let's not have 200,000
e¢ims in St Paul. 1 remember when 1 wuas a student in
Minnesota. those elms were funtastie, But [ was there 10
vears wco and U was just chainsaw noise.”

T (e 1970 S0 Faul's twin avolded ebm birrht thanks

purt of ey furester David
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Dutch elm discase hit in 1976. As 93 percent of Minneap-
olis’s 210,000 trees were elms, the city faced aesthetic
uand environmental disaster. 1 asked for more money, but
there was no response,” savs DeVoto. “So | had my men
mark 7,000 trees with a big red T for ‘tukedown.’” Piqued
by the threatening syvmbols, citizen interest exploded. a
statewide Shade Tree Advisory Commitiee was formed
instantly, and the city boosted its tree budget to S10
million in 1976. Still. 32.000 elms were lost in 1977, though
more than 100.000 remain. and 140.000 new trees have
been planted since 1974. “Ninety percent of what we
planted survived,” De Voto says. “In a few vears, we won't
have any vacant tree space.”

Increasingly. municipalities are passing laws offering
both carrot and stick to protect their forests. In Cincin-
nali. property owners can buy their street trees {rom the
¢ty Lo use as they please. But when the price tag reaches
several thousand dollars., owners think twice about re-
moval. New tree ordinances in counties around Atlanta
set guidelines for developers who want to remove trees.
Under the svstem. thev must plant scores of young trees
if they take down one mature specimen. Charlotte. N.C.,
tries to protect all trees with trunks larger than eight
inches wide. while New York City punishes tree assassins
with suff ines.

With more hardy tree species on tie norizon and inter-
forestry growing. some tree peopte ind cause
for one. sees nope in

estin urian
for caulious OpUMISm. Sanlamous
the burgeoning interest in speciiized areas of urban for-
estry. "Do vou know there's an organization {or zoo horti-
culturalists? A separate organization for people who deal
with plants in zoos. This is very neat stuff. Mayvbe thev'li
develop an elephant-resistant tree.” More to the point,
will cities be greener in 30 vears? “Absolutely” savs
Saniamour. inspecling a tree section that healed after
SWo're earming how Looorow
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A NEW AGE TRIBUTE

Hillside Theatre, Zilker Park

October 6th at sunset
Admission is free

a multi-media show featuring Austin new
age composer and multi-instrumentalist
Fred Mitchim and nationally-acclaimed

Austin modern dancer Ann Mary Carney

Presented by
EuroExport Entertainment and
co-sponsored by New Texas Magazine

ey

T Aug/Sept 1989 - Austin's

1989 LIVE OAK
FESTIVAL

T-SHIRTS...
a tribute to Treaty Oak

-

On Salc‘Néw at:

Chuy’s, 1728 Barton Springs
® BookWomarn, 324 E. 6th *1
* Stop-n-Go, 160 E. Riverside *t
® Twin Oaks Hardwate, 1202 S.
Congress *1 € :Sunset.Studios,
206 E. Live Oak *1 ® Dan’s
Cellars, 1327 S. Congress
® Terra Toys, 1708 S. Congress *

{(*= children’s sizes;- }= tank tops)

 The Third Annudl
Live Oak Festival

MAGAZINE
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Extreme measures are being taken to save the life of a poison
victim now in critical condition and facing possible death.
A suspect has been arrested in the crime which
officials think happened in February.The murder attempt,
now thought to be part of a bizzarre ritual,has brought
unprecedented national media attention and stirred emotions
across the country.

TREATY OAK
POISONED

The victim is the 500-year-oldTreaty Oak in Austin, a tree once described as the most perfect tree in North Amer-
ica. Visitors from all over Texas—and even from other states—stream to the tree and cluster behind the police tape, some
in tears as they point to the dry, yellowing leaves rustling against each other in the hot Texas breeze. Clearly the tree looks
bad.
Visitors have left presents for the tree: old-fashioned remedies such as cans of chicken soup, get-well cards, crosses,
and flowers; new-age remedies such as crystals, candles and, an unexplained pair of well-shined black men’s dress shoes.
School-age children, including a group from Ft. Worth, have prepared posterboard collages of get-well messages. One
says, “Get well, Mr. Tree.” A handwritten copy of William Wordsworth’s YEW TREES included the phrase “...of form and
aspect too magnificent to be destroyed.” One note said, “In sympathy I grieve for the sickness of this tree and its assas-
sin...”
The story of Treaty Oak’s poisoning moved from a local to national story when the New York Times ran a front-page
article on Friday June 23, 1989 titled “Murder Mystery Grips a City: Just Who Would Kill a Tree?” Three days later, ABC, CBS,
NBC, and CNN networks carried stories. The wire services carried a daily update the last week of June, and many
Austinites first heard that someone had been arrested in the case when the news came over the national networks. The
U.S. News and World Report and National Public Radio also carried stories. .

When Barbara Walters interviewed Austin City Forester John Giedraitis live on Good Morning America on Monday
June 26, her first question was, “Who's trying to murder Austin’s Treaty Oak?, Indeed, who? and why? Just days later
police arrested a suspect in the case, but the answers to those questions are not yet final.

Paul Stedman Cullen was arrested Thursday June 29 and charged with criminal mischief causing damage of more
than $20,000 (Treaty Oak is estimated to be worth about $47,000), a crime punishable by a maximum of 20 vears in prison
and a $10,000 fine. Since Cullen has served a prior prison term, the jury could enhance the charge and the maximum

punishment could be life in prison.
During arraignment, Cullen was heckled by other prisoners. “Man, you're in big
ortedly said. Cullen} f lly admited to the i

5
v

£ (=2
oot delivery truck on property owned by the Elros
arm and ranch supply store, though it has not been proved that Velpar was available to Cullen there. Cullen’s arrest

family that befriended him
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-

I

TF News 24

w’;—é Kl ?'%ﬁrf}"?i %@;QM} A Ug* g%%’?

O N

£ N

¢
¢
¢




L S P P R L e e T -h

- [ »

"HTETETE AT N

TREATY OAK TASK FORCE

On June 26, a Treaty Oak Task Force gathered to brainstorm. Chairman James Houser, Managing Ar-
borist of Bartlett Tree Experts and Chairman of the Austin Urban Forestry Board; U.S. Forest Service represen-
tatives Max Williamson, herbicide specialist from the Atlanta Regional Office and Dr. James Miller, research
forester of the U.S.F.S. Research Station at Auburn University; Lr. Thomas Perry, Professor Emeritus in
Forestry from North Carolina State University; Texas A&M University representatives Lr. Mike Walterscheidt,
state extension forester, Dr. Ron Newton, Professor of tree physiology in the forest science department, Lr.
Rod Bovey, herbicide specialist from the U.S.D.A. Agriculture Research Service, and Dr. David Appel, profes-
sor of forest pathology in the plant pathology department; Texas Department of Agriculture representatives
Dale Burnett from pesticide enforcement end Jimmy Bush, deputy director of pesticide enforcement; Lr. Brad
Barber, herbicide specialist for the Texas Forest Service; Dr. William Quinn, professor from St. Edwards
University, University of Texas representatives Dr. Jerrv Brand, professor in the department of botany. and
[ Thitesell, professor of urgamc chermstry in the department of chemistry: Dr. Arthur Costonis and Jack
Siebenthaler, arborists representing the Amernican Society of Consuiting Arborists; Jim Rhoades, acting city
itv of Austin; and den Martin, senior engineer in satety and occupational health for the

e ol g vt g - A g3 "L.fqﬂwi ~

arborist for the C
DuPont Corporation.

TF News 25
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record dates back 25 vears with many
problems related to drugs and
alcohol; he has been on a methadone
program.

Cullen, who has a 1972 associate
arts degree in general education, is
described as an avid reader. Police
found occult writings and at least one
cult-related book in Cullen’s dwell-
ing, according to a source close to the
investigation. Officials think the
poisoning of Treaty Oak was part of
an occult ritual carried out on behalf
of a certain woman.

While police wrestled with the
logistics of pinning down the case of
the tree poisoner, tree docters from
across the country gathered in Austin
to assess the patient. The news hasn't
been good. Test results completed
June 30 showed high concentrations
of Velpar in the Treaty Oak’s leaves,
twigs, and wood as well as in the soil.
Two sets of leaves have come out and
sloughed off as the tree marshals its
resources to complete photosynthesis,
which Velpar inhibits. Giedraitis said
the level of herbicide was higher then
expected. Dallas billionaire H. Ross
Perot has given Austin officials a
blank check to pay for saving the tree.
Early efforts included removing the
first eight inches of poisoned soil and
injecting into the ground charcoal
{which binds to the poison) and
bacteria (which break down and eat
chemicals). When rain threatened, the
poisoned area was kept dry under
plastic so the tree wouldn’t absorb
any more poison. Later, the area
under the plastic was mulched and
the roots outside the plastic were
fertilized 6-8" deep with a pressure
injector. Still later, hundreds of 3-inch
by 2-feet round holes were drilled—
one ever two feet—under the 20-foot
branch spread and filled with a
microbe formula.

zh. The

TF News 26

are fully hvdrating from the roots
and the leaves which are getting a
daily misting with donated spring
water sprayed from tank trucks.
“They want to saturate the tree with
water,” says Dr. Brad Barber of the
Texas Forest Service, “get the tree to
absorb water from the outside, get
transpiration going, and try to get
that herbicide that's already in the
tree to move up into the leaves. The
herbicide will drop with the leaves.
They will continually rake up the
leaves so that any herbicide that’s in
the leaves will not get recycled back
through the tree.” Second, city
workers have excavated the ground
around the tree to a depth of about 2
feet and have been flushing the
surrounding soil with high-pressure
water jets, trying to leach the herbi-
cide out of the ground.

The first week in July, officials
planned to erect 65-foot telephone

poles and drape shade screens from
them to protect the tree from the
glaring sun, reducing heat stress on
it. On July 1, some 200 people turned
out to sign The Treaty Oak Pledge, a
document pledging to preserve and
protect Austin’s natural heritage, to
plant trees, and to take pride in
Austin as a public garden. Seedlings
were given away, and speeches were
made amongst the din of water
trucks and fire hoses. Treaty Oak
draped over it all, sick. Will science
and chicken soup be enough? No one
knows.
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Bringing together

Recently, I drove downtown to see
Treaty Oak. I had been there many times
during the past sixteen years, which is
how long I've been a resident of Austin,
and each time I stood under this magnifi-
cent Tree with its arms outstretched, both
upward toward the heavens and down-
ward toward the earth, I was filled with
awe, in real contact with the past. I could
almost see the Indians and the settlers
gathered under the sheltering branches,
peacefully resolving their conflicts and
differences. I could surely feel their
presence here, and there is a special
comfort in this, a sense of identity and
continuity in an uncertain and ever
changing world. And although Austin
abounds with other historical buildings
and points of interest, the Treaty Oak
stands unique among these. It is a living
link to not only our past, but also to our
future, God willing.

On this particular day as I stood
looking at the ancient Tree, [ was again
filled with awe, but not of the kind
before. From behind the ropes that had
been set up to keep people away from the
earth immediately beneath the Tree, I
looked at the brown, dying leaves, sonie
hanging lifelessly to the branches, many
scattered on the ground, I thought to
myself, “How could someone do this?
Why would someone intentionally Iy 1o
destroy this Tree?” I felt anger and
resentment. I felt deeply confused and I
felt profound sadness. My eyes began to
swell with tears and I could not speak.

Gradually, I regained some composure
and turned away from the Tree. [ saw
others like myself who had come o visit
a sick friend. There were children with
homemade get-well cards which they
attached, with the help of their parents, to
the restraining ropes. Someone had
placed a can of chicken soup on top of
the stone platform that supports a plaque
describing the Tree’s history. There were
many bouguets of flowers laid 2t the base
of the platform and along the ropes. I saw
an elderly couple standing, holding
hands, looking in silence at the Tree.
There were black people and white
people and brown people. There were
young people and there were old people.

Once again, even in its tragic state of
health, the Treaty Oak was bringing
people of different colors, ages and
backgrounds together. And once more |
was filled with awe in the presence of
this powerful Tree. | knew with more
certainty at that moment than aver before
why Austin 1§ my home.

Thomas M. Byrd, Ir.
7803 Swindon Lane

MMM
Put people first

~ Itwasso refreshing to read the letter
in your July 10-25 issue “Another
Opinion,”

The homeless, the elderly; and the sick
are more important than a tree. Let’s ‘
devote some of that energy 1o the people ¢
who need it most, instead of a tree. What
1s more important?

You know, Austin has a tendency to
worry more about the ants, while the
elephants are walking all over them.

James B. Bolinger
4303 Las Palmas Dr.
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Los AnaLes Times

Large sun screens surround the tree in protectivea measure.

American Album

Prescriptions for an aged patient,
the poison-damaged Treaty Oak,
include both science, talismans.

By J. MICHAEL KENNEDY
Times Staff Writer

A USTIN, Tex.—John Giedraitis
opened the package Lhat had
come in the morning mail. The

\alisman inside was for the atling

Treaty Oak.

“May fear and hate become
peace and love.” it read. “May
paison become the water of life.
‘And may you be healed.” With it
was a letter from the sender, one
Erik Felker of Burbank, Calif.

“That's just today's basket of
goodics,” Giedraitis said as he stuck
the charm into the ground. Some-
one else had already sent a crysal
reputed to have healing powers,
and it was tucked into the knot of
the tree. A suggestion had been
made that plaving Induan syar
music would help save Lhe gigantic.
600- vear -old cak.

Gredraitis’ )oviai manner o0 g
nat afternoon detied the very ser
sus nature of ms work and ine
importance of s gnaried patient
As Ausun’s urbar [orester, he has
spent the past 'wo months as head
af 3 team of experts desperately
trying to save the Treaty Oak —one
af the nation's grandest tree speci-
mens-{rom a poisoning that was
discovered Just before the Memori-
al Day weekend.

The poison, however, s st
coursing through thie historic tree
and kiliing each new flush of
ieaves. Someone poured on enough
50 the herbicide Veipar o kil the
Treaty Oak 20 times over. and the

¢ are char s meaen faved

patient will die.

The Treaty Oak shades a quiet
neighborhood street near down-
town Austin. [ts name derived from
the legend —probably unfounded—
that Stephen F. Austin signed the
first boundary agreement with the
Indians under its branches in 1824.

The tree held a special place in
history long before then. long be-
fore Texas was even Texas. The
fndians beheved that drinking 2
special concoction made frem he
{ree's acorns would assure warriors
of return home from baitle, and use
af another brew was beiieved w0
ensure a mate’s fidelity.

In 1927, the American Forestry
Assn. enshrined the Treaty Oak n
\ts Hall of Pame for Trees, dubbing
it the most perfect North American
specimen. When it was in danger of
being cut down a {ew years later. a
campaign to save it spread across
Texas.

Giedraitis proposed to his wife
under the tree.

When he recewved a call report-
‘ng ‘hat the 'ree seemed (0 De

Ausun Amencan-Slatesman

Austin workars dig contaminated soil from roots of Treaty Oak.

ailing, the first thing that crossed
his mind was that it might be
afflicted with oak wilt, a disease
that has killed an estimated 10,000
caks around Austin in the last 20
years.

When state laboratory tests de-
tected the herbicide., DuPont,
which manufactures Velpar, of-
fered a $10,000 reward for informa-
tion leading to conviction of the

poisoner.

A task force assembled from
around the country recommended
that the tree be sprayed and shaded
and that all the soil around it be
excavated to a point where o more
poison was detectable. Large sun
screens attached to telephone poies
now surround the lree, and its
leaves are bathed by a custom
sprinkler system every 30 minutes.
in the most recent attempt at
expunging the poison. a mild saline
solution was injected into hundreds
of tiny holes drilled into the roots.

The treatments so far have cost
$63,000. Giedraitis sard the fate of
the Treaty Oak wili be known for
certain in the spring.

Meanwhile, police had Dbeen
working the case hard. Ajmost a
month after he poisoning was
discovered, they arrested a dnfter
and former convict, Paui Stedman
Culien. He has been charged with
seiinal muschiel. So far, there s
no known motive for the poisoning.

Each day now, people drop by
pay their respects to this tree that
was here long before the city. Some
bow their heads in prayer; others
just read the Treaty Oak historical
marker. Many alsa sign the posters
that are attached to the chain-tink
fence.

“Get well, Treaty Oak ™ reads
one nscription penned 1 a very
young hand. “Hope you get better
soon, Don't dfe.”

m—
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Oak From B1

Indians blast efforts

to save Treaty Oak

By Elaine Sheily
American-Statesman Staff

The money and attention devot-
ed to saving Treaty Oak has drawn
the ire of some of the state’s Indian
leaders who say the promises of a
treaty signed under its branches

ve long since withered away.

“Treaties with Indians have
been broken too many times,” said
Ardena Rodriguez, a Cheyenne In-
dian who is president of the San
Antonio Council of Native Ameri-
cans. “There are too many impor-
tant things in life than to spend
this kind of money on the symbol-
ism of what this used to stand for
— taking the whole state away
from us.”

But some visitors to the ailing
tree Sunday, who continued mak-
ing financial contributions toward
saving the 500-year-old live oak,
believe its significance makes it
well worth the cost.

“It represents our history,” said
Jan Woods of Beaumont. “If we
don’t preserve our history, it could
be lost.”

Woods made the trip to Austin
with her husband, Charles, The
couple took photographs of the tree

on its north side, which doesn’t

Ve a screen protecting the tree
from the sun.

The Treaty Oak takes itg name
from the legend that Stephen F.
Austin signed a treaty with Indians
under the tree. Historians have not
been able to determine whether a
signing actuaily took place there.

“They’re being so protective of
this treaty tree and most don’t
know what it i — just folklore,”
said Greg Gomez of Dallas, an
Apache who specializes in Indian
child welfare cases for the U.S,
government.

But whether or not a historic
signing really took place beneath
its branches did not concern the
oak’s visitors Sunday. In their eyes,
the tree’s age has made it an irre-
placeable part of the state’s
heritage.

“I'm a history buff,” said Charles
Woods. “I'm for pulling yourself up
by your own bootstraps. The tree
obviously can’t do that.”

Rodriguez said she hates to see
the tree dying, but said she believes
the promises represented by the
legendary treaty died for her people

See Oak, B3

when state legislators decided in
May to disband the Texas Indian
Commission. The commission of-
fice will close Aug. 31.

One of the tree’s well-wishers

said she was sympathetic to the In-
dians’ concernas.

Fran Valenzuels of Clear Lake
brought 10 third- and fourth-grade
girle to visit the tres as a part of a
weeklong historical tour of the
state,

Treaty Oak is an important part
in learning sbout Texas Indians,
she said, adding that the Indiang’
present-day problems should not
be ignored.

“These people were the original

landowners,” she said. “They haye
aright to heard and have a place in
government.”

Because of the abolishment of
the state commission, Indian
leaders contend that an estimated
62,000 Indians who Hve in Texss
cities are without other help. They
say only the 2 500 Indians who live
on three small federally recognized
reservations are sligible for most
assistance in job training, housing
and health care.

Since it was discoversd that

Treaty Oak had been poisoned last’
spring by the herbicide Velpar,
thousands of dollars have been

donated by private citizens to save
the tree. John Kesson II, an Austin

foundry owner, has suggested that
bronzing the tree if it dies, a proc-,
288 that could cost ashout $1

miliion,

“And I read now that they want

to bronze it if it dies,” Rodrigues
said. "What a waste of money while
we Indians are at the bottom of the
heap.” -

Py
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TREATY ,0AK CASE. The man
accused of poisoning the histori¢
Treaty Oak tree is being used as
““a political prisoner in a witch-
craft trial,” his attorney said Fri-
day. Dallas lawyer Richard Jen-
kins lashed out at Travis County
officials and said his client, Paul
Stedman Cullen, is an “aging,
harmless hippie” who has been
falsely charged. Cullen was arrest- ]
ed June 29 and charged with fel-
ony criminal mischief_in connec-
tion with poisoning the centuries-
old tree. A Travis County grand

jury has yet to act on an indict-
ment in the case. Jenkins said
that the slowness in obtaining an
indictment, which he believes will
_be handed down this week, ingdi-

‘cates.that the Travis County dis-
trict attorney’s office lacks solid
evidence in the case.
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Bronzed oak alone won’t add
enough wood to fan civic fire

Dear Oracle Kelley:

Oracle, I fear we have witnessed the
seed of what could well be our next
great civic snit. A local foundry man
says that if Treaty Oak dies, he would
like to recreate the thing in bronze.
There would be a bronze Treaty Oak
where the real one now stands. Oracle,
with the Convention Center vote just
behind us and no other immediate cri-
sis on the horizon, could this be the
next thing on which our well-estab-
lished penchant for political cannibal-
ism may alight? (Signed) Cringing

Dear Cringing:

Oracle thinks not. Though the Capi-
tal City’s turmoil trigger rests always a
hair’s-breadth from firing, Oracle does
not see us at each other’s throat over
just this. We could, though, be in per-
haps terminal trouble if a woman de-

* manding an abortion wraps herself in
the American flag and stands beneath
a failing Treaty (ga.k while brandishing
as placard reading “The Friendship

tate.”

Dear Oracle Kelley:

Oracle, speaking of things local, have
you perchance experienced the new in-
terchange at MoPac Boulevard and

- U.S. 183? The Horror, O-Dude, The
Horror. (Signed) Why?

Dear Why?:

Oracle is not certain. It all happened
80 fast. One moment he was on Mo-
Pac, assiduously hewing to the direc-
tions for U.S. 183 North, and the next
minute he was in some strange flat-
land, defined only by the broad ex-
panse of highway on which he was
traveling, to where he knew not. There
were no reference points, no guides, no
nothing. Oracle executed a smooth
turnabout at his earliisjt l;)1::potritunity
and, heeding a sign which read in its
entirety, “North,” eventually found his
way back to a land with lights and
people, and pizza on demand. Oracle
cannot yet say whether the design of
this interchange is to deliver illegal im-
migrants directly into Kansas, if it is a
plot by the Waco Realtors Association
to boost the population there, or what.
But he thinks that many people listed
as missing persons are not missing by
intent, but are simply driving around
and around up there in the Great
White Concrete North, trying to get
back to town.

Deat Oracie Kelley:

As one stunned taxpayer to another
0-Clod, allow me to make mention of
what they may be calling, around the

White House, “The Mars Thing.” Al-
ready looking at a possible $530 billion
payout for the B-2 bomber, and be-

- yond to an Advanced Tactical Fighter

program which may, incredibly, cost
even more than that, we are told that a
nifty thing to do would be to build a
manned space station on the Moon, as
a jumping-off point for missions to
Mars. Oracle, excuse me so very much,
but how in the name of all that’s holy
are we expected to pay for all thig?
(Signed) Gasping

Dear Gasping:

Patience and fortitude, friend. It
may strain your personal budget and
Oracle’s a tad more than we might pre-
fer, but look at the advantage of colon-
izing Mars: Can you think of a better
location for Aqua Fesat?

Dear Oracle Kelley:

And on top of paying for our techni-
cal wizardry, O-Fellow, comes the S&L
bailout. Congress just approved a $159
billion rescue scheme, but I read that
the total cost will be much larger, be-
cause up to 1,000 more thrifts, most of
them right here in Tejas, Vet will be
closed. What good can come of this,

- all-knowing one? (Signed) Weary

Weary:

It could solve the furor over the Ji-
cense-plate slogan: “Texas: For Rent.”

Dear Oracle Kelley:

Did you see U.S. Rep. Jake Pickle,
with those nearly 400 different income
tax forms strung up on a clothesline,
when he was talking to the new IRS
commissioner? As to one schedule,
which asks for an accounting of
laundry expenses, Pickle said he didn't
know why we have to list laundry bills
for tax purposes. Why, in fact, does
anyone have to do that? (Signed)
Cross-Eyed

Dear Cross-Eyed:

So they know what you've been tak-
ing to the cleaners while they're taking
vou the same place. In truth. Oracle
was amazed at the profusion of forms.
For years now, Oracle’s tax form has
consisted of only two lines: 1} What's
left?” and “2j Send it.”
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