
October 4, 2006

Michael Embesi – City of Austin
Watershed Protection & Development Review Department

Texas Tree Ordinance Workshop
Round Rock, Texas



City of Austin Web Site - www.ci.austin.tx.us/trees



Commercial Development Process
Development

Conceived
Compatibility

Evaluation

Plan Submittal Development
Assessment

Zoning

Subdivision Discipline Review

Site Plan Land Use

Transportation

Drainage

Safety/Fire

Utilities Land Development 
Code Considerations

Environmental Watershed Limitations

Water Quality

Critical Environmental
Features

Landscaping Specific Interests

Tree Preservation &
Replacement Tree Survey

Tree Preservation Design

Constraints & Alternatives

Mitigative Measures



Protected-Size Trees

• 19-inch DBH at 4½ feet above grade

• The ordinance applies to areas within
the City limits and does not differ 
between species of trees

• The ordinance applies to proposals to 
remove, build within the Critical Root 
Zone, or eliminate 30% of the canopy

• Additional regulations apply for non-
residential development (8-inch DBH)

• Main focus is to minimize impacts to 
the tree root system
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Measuring Diameter at Breast Height



Critical Root Zone & Tree Protection

12”

12’

• A 12-inch DBH tree has a Critical
Root Zone (CRZ) of 12 feet from the 
tree; identified by a 24-foot 
diameter circle on proposals

• Ordinance protects 50% of the 
CRZ and the inner ½ CRZ

4’ 6”



Development Proposal & Review



Tree & Landscape Plan



Tree Preservation & Protection
Mitigation Options

• Planting Replacement Trees

• Natural Area Preservation

• Tree Maintenance

• Special Construction Techniques

• Transplanting

• Tree Fund

Proposed developments are reviewed to assure that a final product is achieved which 
results in a diversified and sustainable urban forest.



Impacts & Tree Protection During Development

PROTECTIVE MEASURES

• 5-foot chain-link fence at dripline 
• Prune limbs properly and cut roots cleanly
• 6 inches of mulch placed in high traffic
areas under the dripline

• Strap 5-foot boards to tree trunk
• Additional feeding & watering of tree
• Requiring a private Certified Arborist to 
monitor tree impacts

POTENTIAL IMPACTS

• Design placement of required roads,
buildings, parking spaces, utility lines,
detention ponds, etc.

• Development activities (demolition, 
grading, cut and fill, construction, spoil 
storage, landscaping)

• Maintenance of trees post-development



Successes

• Tree Preservation Promotion (i.e. enforcement, web site)
• Interacting with local Certified Arborists
• Street Tree Planting Programs  

Landscape Ordinances
Austin Community Trees
NeighborWoods
Great Streets



CHALLENGES

Limited Resources

Tree Coordination Efforts



Tree Coordination Efforts
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Park Maintenance





SUMMARY

• Tree Ordinance Exist!

• Promotion vs. Limited Resources

• Balance Between Tree Removal, 
Preservation, and Replanting

Michael Embesi
City of Austin

974-1876
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