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Award of Excellence

“Tree Protection and Preservation Ordinance”
City of Round Rock, PARD, Forestry Division

Rick Atkins and Emsud Horozovic

2009 Gold Leaf
Landscape Beautification Co-Award

The Gold Leaf Award is designed to recognize an individual, organization, or community for 
outstanding Arbor Day programs or community landscape beautification projects. Projects 
should show an impact over several years. Nominations for the award can be made in either 
of the following two categories: 
Outstanding Arbor Day Activities – An award to recognize individuals, organizations, or 
municipalities that have promoted Arbor Day through special projects, ceremonies, news 
articles or observations with an Arbor Day theme. 
Outstanding Landscape Beautification Activities – An award to recognize individuals, 
organizations, or municipalities that have made significant contributions through tree planting 
and landscaping which enhances environmental protection, conservation, beautification, 
energy conservation, or wildlife protection. Could also be for non-planting landscape activities 
that have had a positive impact in promoting tree care and tree preservation. 

Our next Award of Excellence is the 2009 Gold Leaf Landscape Beautification Award–
Tree Protection and Preservation Ordinance by the City of Round Rock, Parks and 
Recreation Department, Forestry Division. Would Rick Atkins, Director of PARD and 
Emsud Horozovic, Forestry Manager please come forward to accept the award?



On January 13, 2005, the City of Round Rock revised its “Tree Protection 
and Preservation Ordinance” and adopted the “Tree Technical Manual-
Standards and Specifications” to ensure the preservation and protection of 
urban trees during the land development process. Its purpose is to allow for 
tree protection when possible or replacement of trees when they cannot be 
preserved. 



Through the adoption of this Ordinance a “tree fund” was established. During 
development, when trees are removed but cannot be replaced onsite, a fee 
is paid into this fund. The result is a program with almost $850,000 dollars of 
funding available for beautification, landscaping, and irrigation which ensures 
that trees lost in the development process are replanted for the future.



Most of the Tree Protection and Preservation Ordinance funding is from 
large commercial development projects. The Ordinance requires that funding 
may only be used to plant and irrigate trees on city parkland, in public right-
of-ways, or public buildings. This specification allows the city to select areas 
that need beautification and plant trees where they will be preserved.
Replacement trees size has to be a minimum of 3 inch in caliper or grater, 
and be from the list of “approved trees” for Round Rock. 



Southwest Downtown
Street Tree Planting 

Summer 2009
Funded from Tree Fund

If there is no space to replant a tree on the newly developed site, the Ordinance 
requires payment of $150 per diameter inch of trees removed. Removal of largest 
trees is further discouraged by requiring tree mitigation ratio to be 3:1 for all trees 
over 20 inches in diameter. 



Of the 4,500 large trees planted in city parks in recent years, in last few 
years 1,500- 2,000 trees planted on city property were funded through the 
Tree Fund. All of these trees have automatic irrigation systems and are 
cared for and maintained by the City of Round Rock Forestry Division. 



Tree Mitigation
(On-site Replacement)

The number of trees planted as replacement trees on commercial development 
projects is estimated to be about 10,000-15,000 trees due to the passage of the 
Ordinance.  Largest projects include Premium Outlet Mall, IKEA, University Oaks 
and University Commons shopping centers, Seton and Scott & White Hospitals, JC 
Penney, Trisun nursing home, and Colonial Grand apartments. These projects 
resulted in planting of thousands of trees on those sites and also funded planting 
and irrigating thousands in city parks and other public property. 



What is unique about this process is that it allows the City Forestry Division 
to work together with developers and be an integral part of the development 
process from reviewing site plans and planning, specifying tree species, 
selecting quality trees from the nurseries, to concluding with the final 
walkthrough and final installation inspection on site after projects are built. 



Tree Preservation

In addition, for the past 10 years Arbor Day tree plantings included 100, 30-gallon 
trees with several hundred volunteers. Thanks to the money from the Tree 
Ordinance Round Rock plants more than 500 trees, 3 inch size each year; 1,500 of 
which were contracted out and another 500 hundred planted by crews and 
volunteers. 



Tree
Preservation

All tree plantings included irrigation bubblers so during the severe drought this year 
we did not lose as many trees as we would have. Forestry installed irrigation on 
previously planted trees and is no longer hand watering trees with water truck which 
improved efficiency, saved money and is better for trees.



Tree Preservation 
(Monarch Trees Saved on Commercial 

Sites)

Additionally, several major development projects have benefitted through 
compliance with the mitigation and their development and city parks look better, 
while the developer gets the “credit” in the form of positive public relations and being 
a good business neighbor, creating a win-win situation for all. During the five years 
of the enforcement of this ordinance, the city has had no lawsuits or formal appeals 
to the City Council. There have been about 1,900 tree related reviews through site 
plan, platting and zoning, subdivision infrastructure or individual tree removal permit 
processes. 



Tree Preservation
(Monarch live oak at University Oaks)

BEFORE

AFTER

The City of Round Rock Tree Protection Ordinance and Tree Technical Manual 
have a positive impact on the local landscape, local economy, environment and 
wildlife. The City of Round Rock is an example of a tree ordinance that works with 
visible benefit to the community without adversarial and political consequences.



Largest City Arbor Day Ever – April 25, 2009
(166, 3 inch caliper trees; Tree Fund income from commercial mitigation provided trees for the park)

Please join me in congratulating the City of Round Rock Forestry Division for 
their commitment to tree preservation and planting.


