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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the eleventh time the Texas Forest Service has held a joint awards ceremony with the Texas Chapter ISA. Today we celebrate the accomplishments of those who have dedicated their talents to making room for and caring for trees in our communities.Our award categories include Arborist of the Year, Arboricultural Project of the Year and our Gold Leaf awards for landscape projects and Arbor Day celebrations. Our award winners exemplify some of the best efforts in Texas to protect and enhance the urban forest.  They demonstrate outstanding creativity, leadership, individual dedication and innovative partnerships.Each award winner will receive a numbered, remarked and framed limited-series print of a painting of the Runaway Scrape Oak especially commissioned for this awards program. I encourage you all to take a look at this beautiful award and to learn the important role this tree played in early Texas history.  



Award of Excellence

Arbor Day at VFW Park

City of Georgetown
Georgetown, Texas

2010 Gold Leaf
Arbor Day Award

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our next award this afternoon is the 2010 Gold Leaf Award for the best Arbor Day in Texas. This year’s winner is Arbor Day at VFW Park. Will Eric Nuner, Assistant Director or Parks and Recreation and Heather Brewer, City Forester for Georgetown please come forward to accept the 2010 Gold Leaf Award for Arbor Day.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arbor Day has been celebrated in Georgetown, Texas since around 1985 and the tradition continued into 2010. This time however, trees were not the only honored guests. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The annual planting was also dedicated to the brave men and women of Georgetown who served their country in the armed forces during World War I and II, Korean War, Vietnam War, Persian Gulf War, Desert Storm, and Iraqi Freedom. 



Arbor Day Tree Planting VFW Park April 17th, 2010

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 The planting was held in Georgetown’s VFW Park which gave extra meaning to VFW Post 8587 who helped with the planting. A total of 42 trees were planted by over 60 volunteers on April 17, 2010. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The volunteers consisted of citizens from all walks of life from Georgetown: members of Georgetown’s VFW Post 8587, Georgetown’s High School Jr. ROTC members, church parishioners, local 4-H club members, Williamson County employees, Master Naturalists, Boy Scouts, Junior Master Gardeners, local arborists and students from Southwestern University. �



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The tree species planted were: bur oak, Monterey oak, lacebark elm, chinquapin oak, cedar elm, Mexican sycamore, anacacho orchid, Texas redbud, American smoke tree, desert willow, and Arizona cypress. Some maintenance work was performed on the parks’ existing trees before the planting. A severely chloratic shumard oak was removed, all the low limbs in the park were raised and several old stumps were ground out. Prior to the planting, VFW Park was a sports complex with a few mature trees. A concrete drainage culvert separates the sports complex area from a small playground. Special attention was given to try and soften the culvert during the planning stage. Groups of Texas redbud, anacacho orchids and American smoke trees were planted next to the culvert, which created a more harmonious streamlined look for visitors. Arizona cypress trees were planted on either end of a basketball court softening the appearance of the 15 foot tall chain link fence. A total of 19 shade trees were planted throughout the park. Irrigation was installed following the planting, to ensure these trees will thrive. 



Patriotic 
flair at 

its best!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before they planted, they held a special hamburger plate lunch at the VFW Post. It was a fundraiser for the Post and a way for the volunteers to mingle before the event. Volunteers were asked to wear patriotic clothing to the event. Volunteers showed up wearing Texas flag shirts, VFW Post baseball jerseys and carrying red, white and blue shovels. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
While many of the planting volunteers were VFW members, the VFW Ladies Auxiliary pitched in by greeting people at the registration table cheerfully and giving volunteers directions for the event. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
While waiting for the event to get underway one VFW Post member, who is a retired ROTC instructor, had encouraging advice for the Georgetown’s High School Jr. ROTC members who were there for color guard duties. For many of the youth in attendance it was a way to learn about history from those who actually lived it. The veterans enjoyed telling their stories and sharing their piece of American history with many of those who in the future want to serve in the military. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The event was kicked off by a presentation of the colors by Georgetown’s High School Jr. ROTC. The color guard was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and short speech led by the VFW Post’s Commander Janis Arteaga. Ms. Arteaga emphasized the need for children and families to visit VFW Park and remember how much veterans of the past and present have sacrificed for our freedoms. �



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Then, the volunteers were separated into two groups and given a proper tree planting demonstration prior to being set loose. At the registration table volunteers were asked to fill out wish forms. These wish forms were slips of paper where the volunteers could write whatever they wanted as a well wish for our military men and women who are off fighting for our freedoms. The wishes were rolled up and a ribbon was tied around them. Volunteers were then told to place these wishes in a tree planting hole of their choice. These well wishes will forever be part of the tree and the park will be a place that the volunteers can come and reflect throughout the years. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
These wish forms were slips of paper where the volunteers could write whatever they wanted as a well wish for our military men and women who are off fighting for our freedoms. The wishes were rolled up and a ribbon was tied around them. Volunteers were then told to place these wishes in a tree planting hole of their choice. These well wishes will forever be part of the tree and the park will be a place that the volunteers can come and reflect throughout the years. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Several of the volunteers were repeat planters from previous City of Georgetown public tree plantings. When asked, one family of four with their two young daughters said it was a great thing to do with their family on their day off. They had volunteered at a tree planting in the fall in their own neighborhood and wanted to give back to another neighborhood. Every volunteer was thanked when leaving with a free National Arbor Day magnet and button. 





Before

After

Arbor Day Tree 
Planting

VFW Park



The result 
has been a 
much more 

inviting 
Park.  



VFW Park Tree Planting

41 Trees Planted on April 17th, 2010

Before

After



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The event was a great success despite a rainy forecast. Volunteers thanked veterans for all they have given and at the same time gave Georgetown a greener more beautiful park. People have commented since the planting that they did not realize how few trees were in VFW Park and how nice it looks now. The 2010 Arbor Day planting has given more pride to a park with such a patriotic namesake. 



Congratulations!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please join me in congratulating the City of Georgetown and all those who made this year’s VFW Park planting a Gold Leaf Arbor Day award winner.
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